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By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — When he first 
came to Pittsfield in the late 1970s 
as a graduate student, Robert S. 
Mellace was impressed by the 


_ city’s parks. 


In 1981, he was hired as assis- 
tant city planner, and, while he 
enjoyed the job of -reviewing 
projects submitted to the Planning 
Board, he found himself wanting 
to initiate something himself. 

So he began writing grant ap- 
plications for the city. By 1986, his 


‘ proposals had earned more than 


$500,000, including $425,000 for 
the improvement of Burbank Park 
on Onota Lake. 

During the years that followed, 
grants obtained by Mellace and 
his colleagues in the Department 


Ea Gea 


| Mellace to head city parks 


of Community Development have 


funded improvements’ in numer- 


ous. other city parks and play- 
grounds, notably Pitt Park, Tucker 
playground, Ray Crow Park, 
Dewey playground, the Berkshire 
Common, and playgrounds at 
Conte and Morningside schools. 


Now, with his appointment by 
Mayor Edward M. Reilly as direc- 
tor of the city’s Department of 
Community Services, the 44-year- 
old Mellace will be able to bring 
his skills as a planner and 
grantsman fully to bear on devel- 
oping Pittsfield’s parks. The City 
Council will act on the appoint- 
ment at its meeting tomorrow. 

“The idea that I can focus full 
time on parks is what Pm really 
excited about,’’ Mellace said yes- 


MELLACE, continued on Al2 


ig Mellace from Al 


terday. “I don’t know if the parks 
will ever be what people remem- 
ber them to be, but I hope to do 
some positive things that will 
make people feel good about their 
parks.” 

Mellace, a native of Belleville, 


‘N.J., who holds a bachelor’s de- 


gree in natural resources man- 
agement from Rutgers University 
and a master’s in regional plan- 
ning from the University of Mas- 
sachusetts, already has ideas in 
mind for Pittsfield’s 650 acres of 
parkland. 
' “We have a grant pending for 
more improvements to Burbank 
Park, the wqmen’s softball com- 
plex proposal is under way, and 
I'd like to look at Wahconah Park 
with an eye toward some im- 
provements there,” he said. 
Goodrich Pond, the Housatonic 
Greenway, “‘trails in general” and 
the park area that will emerge on 
the eastern shore of Pontoosuc 
Lake as a result of reconstruction 
of upper North Street also are on 
Mellace’s list. 


Team effort 


“Obviously, none of this is going 
to happen overnight, and it’s def- 
initely a team effort,” he said. “Pil 
be working closely with the mayor, 
the Council, the Parks Commis- 


‘sion, the parks staff and, of 


course, the people who are going 
to be using the parks. You have to 
get out there and meet with the 
neighborhoods to find out what 
they want. You don’t want to go in 


and build a bocce court if nobody’s 


going to be playing bocce.” 
Mellace plans to meet regularly 


with organizations that sponsor | 


recreational activities “to see 
where there may be gaps we can 
fill in.” He also hopes to make the 


parks more attractive to young 


people and more familiar to resi- { 


dents and visitors. 

“T want to get involved with the 
Youth Commission and maybe 
develop a brochure about the 
parks that we can send out so that 
tourists — and even a lot of resi- 
dents- — know what the parks 
have to offer,” he said. 

Mellace also will intensify his 
grant writing activities. 

“All of this requires money, so 
Tll be going after grants and try- 
ing to get some alternative fund- 
ing sources to help augment the 
city’s resources,” said Mellace. 


A former member of the city’s 
Conservation Commission. and 
former president of the Hous- 
atonic Watershed Association, 
Mellace views the preservation of 
the city’s natural resources as es- 
sential to the enhancement of the 
recreational value of its parks. 


Look at whole picture 


“Improvements to Burbank 
Park, for instance, wouldn’t make 
much of a difference if the water 
quality in Onota Lake was poor,” 
he said. “You have to look at the 
whole picture.” 

The post Mellace is to fill pays 
$42,000. per year, Reilly said’ yes- 
terday. The job has been vacant 
since the retirement of Vincent 
Hebert in 1990. Mellace’s current 
post as senior planner in the De- 
partment of Community Devel- 
opment will be covered through 
overtime or the use of a consult- 
ant, Reilly said yesterday. 

A retirement in the city’s De- 
partment of Finance will not be 
offset by a new hire, so the city’s 
payroll will not increase, the 


mayor said. [-¥ pes 7 ‘a 


Plan for tent revival worries commission 


Although the project has not been formally rejected, parks commission- 
ers this past Tuesday raised concerns about a plan to hold a two-week “tent 
revival meeting” on the Common Park this summer. 

Commission members asked Phil Alicea, a representative of the Long 
Island-based group Word of Life, to look into other options such as holding 

the religious revival inside a building or at a private site. 

Chairman Rick Scapin suggested holding the meeting “somewhere where 
you‘re not tying up parks ... two weeks is a long time.” 

Alicea said the tents used for the meeting would include one 150 feet by 
65 feet tent and two 60 feet by 20 feet tents: 

Commissioner Anthony Massimiano noted that parks large enough to 
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Worth Notin 


> PITTSFIELD: The Department 
of Parks and Recreation has an- 
nounced that it is accepting ap- 
plications for seasonal mainte- 





nance workers to perform various . 


park maintenance duties. Em- 
ployment is expected to extend 
from April 1 to Sept. 20. Applica- | 
tion and job description is avail- 
able at the Personnel Department, » 
City Hall, 70 Allen St. Applications * 
ie be received by Friday, March ° 


Rebirth planned 
for Pittsfield’s 
Burbank Park 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Robert S. Mel- 
lace has big plans for Burbank 
Park — and his new department 
may soon have $600,000 to make 
those plans happen. 

The 132-acre park, which runs 
along the southeast shore of Onota 
Lake, has long been seen as an 
underused resource. Budget con- 
straints due to Proposition 21/2 cut 
back staffing at city parks in the 
1980s, and complaints about the 
condition of roads and recreational 
facilities along the Berkshires’ 
largest body of water have sur- 
faced repeatedly. 


Going to Council 


But the Open Space Bond Bill, 
which passed both houses of the 
Legislature last week, opens the 
way for improvements at the park. 
Provisions of the bill clear the way 
for the state to reimburse 68 per- 
cent of the project cost. That 
means the state will pay $408,000 
of the project cost while the city 
pays $192,000. 

Mellace and Mayor Edward M. 
Reilly appear confident that the 
. city will recieve the state money. _ 

Reilly will submit a communi- 
cation to the City Council at its 
‘Feb. 13 meeting, asking it to au- 


thorize a bond anticipation note 
allowing the city to spend no more 
than $600,000 on Burbank Park. 
The action is required to clear the 
way for Mellace to circulate a re- 
quest for proposals for a Burbank 
Park Master Plan, another grant 
program requirement. 

Mellace, who was appointed di- 
rector of community services a 
month ago, outlined some of the 
plans for Burbank Park and sur- 
rounding lands owned by the city 
and by the Conservation Com- 
mission — 250 acres in all. 


“We're going to look at the 
roadway system. It needs upgrad- 
ing, including the parking lots,” 
said Mellace. “Some of the other 
things in the grant application in- 
clude fixing up trails for hiking 
and biking. And we’d like to clean 
up around the old pumping station 
and develop it into a sitting area. 
There are a lot of picnic tables at 
Burbank Park, but you won’t find 
one bench.” 


He also hopes the restroom re- 
cently destroyed by fire can be 
replaced, and improvements to the 
beach area are also a possibility. 

Mellace, who coordinates the 
upkeep of the city’s 650. acres of 
parks in his new position, plans a 


rere 


Burbank Park ideas incl de, 


ACCESS, Signs, 


trails and § age 


A public meeting to solicit ideas for future improvements to Burbank - 


b 


Park drew approximately 20 residents to Springside House this past 


- Thursday. 


The meeting offered those in attendance a chance to “voice their con- 
cerns” and offer “suggestions for what they would like to see,” according 
to Bob Mellace, the city’s community services director. 

In July city officials announced that Okerstrom-Land, Ltd. — a Great 
Barrington consulting firm — would receive $74,800 for planning and 


< 


designing a $600,000 upgrade to Burbank Park. 


The meeting Thursday was hosted by members of the parks commission 


and the consultants. 


City funds endorsed for Burbank Park plan 


Councilors on Tuesday unani- 
mously approved borrowing 
$600,000 for renovations at Burbank 
Park. The state will reimburse 68 per- 
cent of the cost of the project at the 
Onota Lake playground. 

James Boyle called forthe approval 
“with great pleasure,” while Joe 
Guzzo said he was delighted with 


- the funding commitment for the pub- 


lic facility. The ward 7 councilor ex- 


pressed hope that the improvements 
would be “the first of many good 
things to happen down there.” 
Peter Arlos termed the project “an 
excellent proposal ... a win-win pro- 
posal for the citizens of Pittsfield.” 
He added that he hopés the project 


includes improved driveway access, | 


in part to protect citizens from “the 
toughies hanging down there.” 
“Once youimprovethe park,” said 


The Department of Parks & Recreation is 
accepting summer applications for regular 
playgrounds, special needs playground, | 
lifeguards, umpires and security guards. 
Applications are available at the city hall 
personnel office (70 Allen Street) and parks 
office (874 North Street). Deadline to turn 
in applications is Friday, May 10. The City 
of Pittsfield is EEO/AA/M/F/V. 


For‘ es 
nformation, call 499-9343. Sha Iq ¢ 


| Park from Al 


modest’ agenda for this year, 


largely consisting of projects he - 


had begun with the Department of 
Community Development. Those 
include new playground equip- 
ment and improved. basketball fa- 
cilities at Dorothy Amos Park on 
West Street, a street hockey court 
for Crane Park on Benedict Road 
and cooperation with the Massa- 
chusetts Highway Department on 
an improved “muscle beach” at 
Pontoosuc Lake. ; 

“So far, it’s been exciting,” Mel- 
lace said of his new job. “The staff 
has been real supportive so far, 
everyone from the secretary to 
maintenance staff. That’s been 


really helpful” / 9 E Mice 


SS om es 
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Park Commission issues. 
review of park regulations 


PITTSFIELD —. The city of 
Pittsfield’s Board of Park Com- 
missioners has issued a reminder 
to park users of some of the rules 
and regulations in effect in all city 
parks. 

It is unlawful to: 

»)Deface or destroy any park 
property, including equipment, 
signs or vegetation. 

> Litter or dump rubbish, leaves 
or brush on park property. 

>» Take animals into a park, un- 
less leashed. ; 

b)Drive any vehicle off desig- 
nated roads or parking lots. 

Dd Play golf or to practice golf. 

») Drink or possess alcoholic 
beverages and/or to use or possess 


glass bottles. 

dD Use the parks from one hour 
after sunset to one hour before 
sunrise: 

The commission has encouraged 
park users to comply with these 
rules and regulations in order to 
provide a quality recreational ex- 
perience for all park users. A 
complete list of all park rules and 
regulations is available at the De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation, 
Springside House. 

Violations of these rules are 
punishable by fines not exceeding 
$200. Both security personnel and 
the Police Department will be en- 


forcing the p: rules and regula- 
tions. a SBIQ b 


Arlos, “you're going to have more of 
these people sneaking down there, 
and taking control of the park.” En- 
suring easy police access with a bet- 
ter entry road could minimize the 


problem, he said. Q-/ See 7 b 


|.” 

| Savor Park Square 
: i To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 
© | Gitizens of Pittsfield, when is 
| the last time you drove down-— 
town? Take a ride around’ Park 
| Square and enjoy the hundreds 
| and hundreds of daffodils which 
| are now in full bloom and sur-— 
round the , entire park. They are 

beautiful in all their glory, they 
- are a delight, and they are a very 
refreshing sight. The park is a 
| 4ribute to our beautiful city. It is 

truly springtime in the Berkshires. — 


| 5-9-96 


BOBBIE MART 


IN 
6 Tor Court iS 1p / 
Pittsfield, April 25, 1996 7 b 


| CITY OF PITTSFIELD 
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 
INVITATION TO BID 
| _ The City of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, ac 
| ing through its Mayor and its Hurevastts 
; Agent, will receive sealed bids for: 
CONCESSION FOR ONOTA LAKE 
bts BIDNUMBER P96-046 
Bidding procedures will be in accordance 
with the latest edition of M.G.L. Chapter 30B 
Said bids will be addressed to the Purchasing 
Agent, Room 102, City Hall, 70 Allen Street, 
Pittsfield, MA. 01201. These bids will be re- 
ceived until May 22, 1996 at 2:00pm., at which 
\ time all bids will be publicly.opened and read 
\ aloud. Any bids received after the specified 
time will not be accepted. All bids will be 
submitted in a sealed envelope clearly 
marked ‘SEALED BID ENCLOSED BID 
i #P96-046'". All general Bidders may obtain 
| complete sets of plans and specifications at 
| the Purchasing Office after 12:00 Noon, May 7 
» 1996. The City of Pittsfield Purchasing Agent 
) reserves the right to accept or reiect any orall 
bids or to waive any informalities in the bid- 
ding, Also reserved is the right to reject, for 
| Cause, any proposal in part or whole, if in his 
| lUdgement the best interests of the City willbe ~ 
served thereby. Wages are subiect to the pre- 
vailing wages requirement of M.G.L. Chapter 


| 


| 149, Section 26-27F, inclusive. Attention is also 


called to the Equal Opportunity C be 

the Standard Federal Equal ‘eneleyne 
Opportunity Construction contract Specifica- 
tions. All Bidders will receive consideration 
without regard to race, Color, creed, age, sex 
religion or national origin. pa 


ROBERTB. TONE, JR.,C.P.M. > 
Purchasing Agent 





Springside Park unit 


plans meeting, cleanup 
PITTSFIELD —— Friends of 
Springside Park volunteers 
have invited the public to join 
Tee ina7 Vee meeting Friday 
at Springside House on u 
North Street. cae 
A park cleanup is scheduled . 
for Saturday and for Aug. 10 , 
both at 9 am. Volunteers are 


| asked to meet at the old Z00 


a mH Springside House. 
nformation: Nancy Eppley, » 
443-4241, or Royal ee 


Wee 2) at ae tee & Ss 


Finance Committee tentatively OK’s 


Pittsfield’s $5 million capital budget 


By Greg Sukiennik 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


b $330,000 for grandstand and 
drainage improvements at 


PITTSFIELD — The City Wahconah Park. 


Council Finance Committee on 
Monday tentatively approved a 
1997 capital outlay budget that 
would clear the way for repairs 
to schools, improvements at 


puters. 


dA combined $200,000 for roof 
repairs at Taconic High and 
Crosby Elementary schools. 
»)$110,000 for classroom com- 


“Muscle Beach” on Pontoosuc 
Lake. 

D$1.2 million for street im- 
provements. 

In addition, the Council sug- 
gested that Reilly add $225,000 
to the budget for improvements 
to baseball and softball fields on 


accommodate the tents would likely be needed for sports events. “The 
parks, they’re used an awful lot during the summer,” he said. 

The issue was not officially acted on since Alicea is still gathering 
information. Alicea said the group is willing to consider other locations or 
a shorter time. ths S/2 6 


parks and new equipment for » $90,000 for an in-line skating 
city municipal departments. area, refurbished basketball 

The budget was $5,500,000 court and new _playgound 
when submitted to the Council €@uipment at Crane Play- 
by Mayor Edward M. Reilly. But stound. 
the Finance Committee struck a »$100,000 from the city for 
deal with the Fire Department; Completion of an improved 
Drop your $50,000 request for a 
forest fire truck, and we'll give 
you back $20,000 for replace- 
ments of older vehicles. i 

The budget covers a number 
of needed items in the city’s 
maintenance, schools, parks and 
public works and utilities de- 
partments. 

Some highlights include: 


Benedict Road, and another 
$50,000 for a new portable 
bandstand. 

The full Council will consider - 
the capital outlay budget when > 
it meets at City Hall Carey 


Sept. 24 at 7:30 p.m. Ne q ig ifs G6 


“ All they’re trying to do right now is solicit public input,” Mellace said. 

Several suggestions were made at the meeting, including calls for handi- 
capped-accessibility, more trails for walking or biking, a better sign system 
and more recreational and entertainment programs. 

Ward 6 city councilor James Boyle said there were several “great ideas” 
suggested. Boyle expressed a desire fora more extensive trail system, which 
could connect Burbank to other parks and to downtown. He likened the 
possible trail nétwork to “a string of pearls. You'd be able to go from one to 
another,” Boyle said. 3 

He also noted requests for recreational programming. 

“I'd like to see some sort of summer theater stage or concert stage or band 
shell,” Boyle said. “Pittsfield needs:some sort of summer theater, not only 
for our senior citizens, but to provide entertainment for our youth.” 

Residents also expressed concerns about the park security and drinking. 

Mellace says the consultants plan to gather further public opinion by 
setting up tables at the park with questionairres on a couple of weekends. 

Once they have gathered public input, Mellace expects the consultantsto - 
construct a preliminary master plan and then hold another public meeting. 


—_—_————————— 
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Bob Mellace showed Pontoosuc Lake park plans on Monday to John Marchesi and Rick Scapin. 


Capital budget developed for parks 


continued from page 1 tification Fund, with the remainder —_ Bob Smith pledged se i are 
Mellace noted that the capitalbud- suggested for the capital budget. other ee ee iss 
getisintended foritemscostingmore _ In addition, Mellace proposed the ever they ie v elp Me p 
than $50,000 which fall outside the purchase ofa two-wheel drive pick- me capital funds. gies eae 
realm of the annual operating bud- up for the parks maintenance opera- The es y 
tion at a cost of $18,000. he said. “This is the year to put the 
All told, this preliminary ee osu on oe 4. a 
identified “priority parks” for request for fiscal year 1997 wou if etting capital funds w at suf- 
Pea ee year’s oe ees total $191,000. ficient ope pane 2 a 
“These are already active and go- _ Separate from the capital budget, improvements wou Sas rp 
ing,” he said, “projects that are al- Mellace calls for completion of ductive, ies ra oat ; 
ready on track.” Burbank Park renovations oa The point was ae moe 
- For Pontoosuc Lake Beach, also $597,000 project to be funded with related discussion fo} ce i ee 
known as “Muscle Beach,” Mellace the aid of a $405,960 state grant. This Lake project. When i es a ne 
envisions a $65,000 local capital out- project has already been endorsed pletes road construction, j 


get. 
Based on input from commission- 


lay to complement improvements and would include driveway recon- cent park will feature two new park- — 


from the state’s renovations of Route struction, a new restroom, beach en- ing lots. ae a ee eee a 
7. Specifically, Mellace calls for con- hancements, a gatehouse, hiking at a city p ai or fage p 
struction of a restroom and ameni- trails, athletic fields/tennis courts ment to mas ain a : BP ine 
ties such as benches, bike racks and and development of a master plan. Who oe : aie ae 
picnic tables. Mellace’s proposal earned praise by the, parks es eye ee So 
deel ee ee ee 
>; for anew street hockey rink, a though several wondered whe ner. g Wis : “ 
carn ee cel ee councilor provisions for Clapp and Springside person ieee that can’tjusttake 
Tim DiSilva and others. In addition parks could be incorporated into the on new uties. a ae 
to the hockey rink, Mellace includes. first year’s proposal. According to park sup 
icni les, shade trees, 
ee All told the Park?” asked Cliff Nilan. penesOnne and Bee a 
project could cost $81,000 —though “This is only the money for the parks ee a Cee 
DiSilva has already secured some upcoming fiscal year,” said Mellace. 22 pare in ; j eee a 23 
funds and thecity hopes to get $15,000 “We have not done any planning yet staff has been cut mc 0p 


“Why would we drop Clapp Marchesi, who concentrates on park - 


Keep Burbank beautiful 
To the Editor of THE EAG fia z b 


It is nice to hear that ity i 
the cit 
going to clean up Burbank ae 


and money, 
‘The best thin 


walk on and cut thems 

these gates at night elias 
eliminate the fires that have been 
Set and the barking after dark and 
the drug deals that go on. 


€ two roads to this area were 


MONA Sp . 
Pittsfield, March 5, 19q¢ CONCA 


$ 


Mellace, parks department. ; 


have budget OK’d by board 


By Greg Sukiennik 
q Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Earlier this year, 
when Robert S. Mellace was appointed 
as the city’s new director of commu- 
nity -Services, city councilors heaped 
praise upon Mayor Edward M. Reilly’s 
choice to head the parks and predicted 
a/long-awaited renaissance for them. 


Last night, the Council’s Committee 
of the Whole put its money where its 
mouth is, fully funding the parks and 
recreation departments’ requested 
budgets for fiscal 1997 and suggesting 
that more money be found for park 
security and maintenance labor. 

‘Wish list’ 

After the unanimous approval votes, 
Councilors Joseph O. Guzzo and 
Francis B. Marinaro submitted “wish 
list” items for the parks. Guzzo, wha 
was upset that the parks’ security 
budget is slated to decrease, asked 
that Reilly level-fund that line item. 
He pointed to concerns raised as of 
late regarding inappropriate and de- 
structive behavior in city parks after 
dark, particularly at Burbank Park on 
Onota Lake. 

And Marinaro wished for $50,000 to 
be used for full-time or seasonal labor 
for the parks, echoing fellow Councilor 


4 | Parks ; Rie 
S 73M 9% 
reconsideration because he felt 
his earlier vote on the issue 
‘could be construed as a conflict 
‘of interest. 
, And Councilor at large Peter 
'G. Arlos noted that Downtown 
Pittsfield has been asked to 
leave its 139 North St. office 
and has been served with 30 
days’ notice. Due to that hard- 
ship, the Council should recon- 
sider, he said, and the Council 
agreed. 
i; Also Wednesday night, after a 
lengthy debate on the Fire De- 
partment budget, the Council 
unanimously approved the 
budget requests of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and Utili- 
ties. Those accounts total $13.4 
million of the proposed budget. 


Angelo C. Stracuzzi’s concern that the” 


department has too much to do and 
not enough manpower to achieve its 
goals. 

That wish list now includes those 


two items, $2,000 for a graffiti and 


tagging reward account and $20,000 for 
the Berkshire Artisans. 


Last night’s hearing was a contrast 
to budget meetings Monday and 
Wednesday nights in more ways than 
one. Unlike those three-hour mara- 


thons, the committee took only an 


hour to approve budgets for the offices 
of the mayor, the Council and the city 
solicitor. And unlike those meetings, 
one-liners, not tense questioning and 


roll-call votes, were the order of the 


day last night. 


The committee, which has one more. 


budget hearing scheduled for Thurs- 
day, May 30, at 7:30 p.m., has in the 


past three hearings approved most of 


the city’s $75.6 million budget. 
Wednesday night, the Council re- 


stored $10,000 to Downtown Pittsfield: 


Ine., an amount which was. cut out of 
that organization’s budget Monday 
night. 

The Council reconsidered the matter. 
for two reasons. Stracuzzi, who serves 
on one of the group’s boards, called for 


PARKS, continued on B4 


more froma legalsettlementbetween there ... 1 would recommend it for cent. , COMMUNITY SERVICES — 
he Con moneaihbk Massachusetts year 2.” Smith stressed that when pls PARK MAINTENANCE 
and the Reebok company. ~ Nilan suggested that funds to fin- and Marchesi submit proposals for FY 96 FY 97 
¢ For Park Square Mellace proposes ish track work at Clapp be incorpo-- the department's annual pgs MEO-2 21,252 22.555 
Reka we with jone-delayed reno- rated in year 1. But he was pleased budget, they should incorporate staff- PARK MAINTENANCE MEN 56.252 55.725 
ee Reladiae new brick walk- that the parks-at the two lakes are at ing and equipment to ensure proper FOREMAN — PARKS 30,920 32.775 
ways 5 handicapped ramp, period the top of the list. maintenance. SEASONAL LABOR 50,000 _ 62.000 
leh i dtransformirig thecoma- “I think that is good,” he said. “I think weneed to have the equip- UNIFORMS _ 1,000 oO 
ee are! ] e Accord- “Pontoosuc Lake is tremendous ... ment to do the job right,” he MAINTENANCE 11,000 0 
ne Do eee ee eee our beaches should be our top priori- said. “That has to be our main prior- SUPPLIES/ADMINISTRATIVE 6,000 15,000 
sagen ages mo ee ity.” a- 8-16 MAINTENANCE OF PARKS 39,000 60,000 
designated froma Park Square Beau- ties. FOUIEMENT < Neve eS 36 oa | 
| e ll b : t e t d TOTAL 220,424 275,000 
Fountain will be reactivate 
ICES — 
The Park Square fountain may soon spring back to life. COMMUNITY SERVICES 
RECREATION 


Councilors on Tuesday approved a $10,000 appropriation to fund 


i -d t fountain. FY 96 FY 97 
fete ams 5 greats on DIR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 38,460 ‘42,000 


Animal control officer urges 


The parks commission has explored multiple options for the fountain 


in recent years. Last year the board voted to convert the fountain into a HES re hen Be = a 

observ ance of dog le ash law | planter. : DIRECTOR OF RECREATION 0 40,140 

Aye i But Mayor Edward Reilly said a new study by community services SEASONAL LABOR 35.000 3 5. 000 
inden By Theo Stein the park if they wanted to,” he director Bob Mellace concluded that the fountain could be reactivated for ies 30,000 ~ 30000 eh, 
188501 ei go on i about $9,000.”This was much less than had been thought over the years, MAINTENANCE 500 ey eo ] 

Se PITTSFIELD — With warmer __400se dogs pared ey Aes said the mayor. 2 : : TRANSPORTATION SPEC NEED 4,000 0 

‘weather on the city’s doorstep, ae uy igs wal eren, (nerina The estimate covers labor and materials for plumbing, electrical and SUPPLIES 4.500 0 

pe alee teams will be in- pees CS ie be Gh tee at masonry work. The fountain — dormant since the early eighties — will RECREATION PROGRAMS 4,000 15,005 

Ch Ral ei Menu on catia fly balls. {Receive nia letrical eq panery jet Tehine andes [ aé WINTER SPORTS COMMITTEE 2.500 2,500 

en ee ee : is 65,751 208,800 

dogs, according to animal control 105,75 4 I 


officer James Ferina. 
“After receiving some citizen 
ecomplaints recently, Ferina 
wanted to remind city residents 
sthat failure to have their dogs 
‘leashed on city property could 
lead to a $25 fine. 
ot “There is a leash law,” Ferina 
‘Said. “Dogs are welcome at parks, 
‘but they have to be restrained,” 
-Ferina said that not only must the 
leash be less than six feet long, 
~ the animal must be controlled bya 
‘responsible person.” 
-T’ve seen people holding on to 
dogs that could drag them all over 


eee 


City seeking 
concessionaire 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation is 


seeking a qualified firm or indi- / 
_ vidual to operate the concession at’ 


the Burbank Park Onota Lake 


Beach House. 
The concession is expected to be 
open Saturday, June 29, through 
Sept. 2, between 10 and 6. 
Copies of the invitation for bid 
are available at the purchasing of- 


fice, City Hall, between 8:30 and 4. 
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Donation of city Christmas tree solicited 


illi P be used as the city’s 
Anyone willing to donate an evergreen tree to h 
canes tree at Park Square should call the parks department at 499-9343. 
The tree should be at least 40 feet with adequate space to fell the tree. 


Con - j 
Screening and selection of trees will take place next week. Cutting and 
installation at Park Square is scheduled for either thela 


or first week of December. 
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¢ Classes at Lakewood Park & 
Herberg Middle School 


¢ Six Week Sessions — $36 
(Twice Weekly) - 


Adult Instruction Available 


Monday & Wednesday nights! 


Six Week Sessions | 
Beginning June 24 








: : : 

Registration Forms available from —_ | 

Parks Department at Springside House | 
or call Jeannie Bell at 499-2273 


ATTENTION PARENTS 
1996 Pittsfield Parks 
Tennis Program 


Run By the Berkshire County 
_ Tennis Association 





__. By Anthony Fyden 

Two. hundred thirty-one acres 
. filled with memories and teeming 

with possibility. : Be 
That’s what Kevin Phelps: sees 
when he looks at Springside Park. 
Some memories are hisown.Hegrew 
up near the park, played there as a 
kidarid evengot married there. Other 
memories can be seen in the volume 
of photographs, news clippings and 
essays Phelps has compiled. These 
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Most Valuable Pittsfielders 


images show the park crowded with 
visitors, a social hub. 

“This park was the heartbeat of the 
city,” says Phelps. “I think it’s ready 
for that again.” ; 

The chairman of the Springside 
Park activities committee has plans 
which he says can return the park to 
its former glory and beyond. His 
plans are ambitious, to say the least. 

“Springside Park could be the 
Number 1 tourist activity in Berk- 
shire County,” Phelps said. “There’s 
just so much there.” 

What's there? Phelps is glad to let 
people know. He first notes the park's 
expansive dimensions. At 231 acres 
it’s one of the largest city parks in the 
state. The park has a natural amphi- 
theater tucked intoa hillside. Several 
natural springs bubble up clear wa- 
ter. Certain spots in the park offer 
great views of the city, Pontoosuc 
Lake and Mt. Greylock. - 













-His planssuggesta litany of improve- 
“ments to make the site a family-ori- 
sented paradise. 


: “people wouldn’ tjust drive through 


~ {t's time that the city took advan- 
tage of Springside, Phelps believes. 


The new Springside would fea- 
ture bike paths, a band stand, a re- 
modeled softball park, a beach vol- 
leyball court, a picnic area, a city zoo 
— twice as large as the previous 
children’s zoo — memorial gardens, 
a carnival grounds, an observation 
tower, several gazebos, a frisbee/ 
miniature golf area and a river walk. 

“If we could do this,” Phelps said, 


Pittsfield.” 

The improved park would feature 
events year round, such as 
snowshoeing, sledding and skating 
in the winter along with a special 
Christmas light display and sleigh 
rides. 

During warmer months, visitors 
could enjoy all types of sports activi- 
ties. Band music would waft across 
the arboretum all summer. Walking * 
tours and hayrides would also be 
offered. A hillside cabin would be a 
center for boy scout activities and 
events. 

“There are so many ways toattract _ 
people,” Phelps said. “The potential 
for Springside Park is just unreal.” 

The first step in the effort is to get 
residents to the park. Once they see 
whatis there, Phelps believes, they'll 
get behind the project. On Tuesday, 
the group will hold a free guided 
tour of the park, detailing some of 
the history and potential at the site. 
After the tour, visitors can enjoy the 





Overlay funds prompt 
brief feeding frenzy _ 


© DARKS DEPARTMENT — $24,900 


- A monitoring program will be establishe 
$16,000 initiative is the outgrowth of recent rulings regarding the draw- 
down. of the lake. The monitoring program will begin to assess the 


impacts of the drawdown on the lake’s ecosystem. 


° As part of the 
gauge will be purchase 
downstream release of stocked fishe 
‘ontrol of the drawdown. 
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_Springside believer 
Kevin Phelps sees a bright future for North 






tourists and locals. He’s developed a plan to make it happen. 


Eagles Band’s first summer park con- 
cert. 

The tour begins at 6 p.m. and the 
free concert starts at 7 p.m. 

Although the Springside activities 
committee began meeting just this 
year, the idea of revitalizing the area 
is not new to Phelps. 

He and his wife, Sharon, were 
married in the park in 1986. The 
couple still live close by on Daniels 
Avenue. Phelps, who works as a 
warehouse foreman for Crane & 
Company, has been planning to 
transform a vision into a reality. 

“Thad avisiona long time ago,” he 
said. “I’ve been thinking about this 
for a long time and I thought ‘why 


* not do it now?’” 


With the site’s tourism potential, 
Phelps believes the project could 
spark a downtown revival. Restau- 
rants and inns would do a booming 
business. Phelps has heard from 
people who say the energy, and 
money, should be spent to improve 
the city’s downtown. “This is down- 


» town as far as I’m concerned,” he 


replies. “This can work in perfect 


harmony with anything that’s going 
on downtown. We could all work 
together.” 

Phelps has drawn up plans for the 
site, listing the myriad activities that 
could be held there. He compiled a 
history of the park dating back to its 
deeding, as a 10-acre site, from the 
Kelton Miller family in 1910. 

Atone time the park drew as many 
as 1,000 people each day. One hot 
summer day in the 1920s, 1,800 chil- 
dren cooled off in Springside Pond. 

The park had its share of bad times 
too.In 1945, after 10,000 peopleswam 
in the pond during the first week of 
summer, the health department 
deemed the pond polluted because 
of a high bacteria count. It was shut 
down. A wading pool was built in 
1959, but that too became polluted 
and was shut down in the 1970s. 

In an embarrassing development 
for the city, the children’s zoo was 
closed in 1984 after a rash of vandal- 
ism. Officials feared for the animals’ 
safety and moved them out. 

Phelps believes itis time to put the 
negatives behind and begin cleaning 


ta 


Street park 


Kevin Phelps believes that by the year 201 0, Springside Park can be a thriving recreational center for 


up the park. “People are fed up,” he 
said. “They want to get back to a 
simpler life and people are going to 
be able to come here and find that.” 

The city should start now, Phelps 
said, and work to improve the park 
incrementally. “My overall goal is to 
get the city to hire two people to 
work at Springside Park full time,” 
he said. “That's all it would take.” 

With donated supplies and equip- 
ment, the project would be less ex- 
pensive than people might imagine, 
Phelps said. 

The project could be complete by 
the year2010, Phelps believes. “That's 
when the park would be 100 years 
old,” hesaid. “We can doanawful lot 
of work between now and then Pitts- 
field can be totally turned around by 
then.” 

“On July 20, the group will hold a 
bird walkat the park. Environmental 
educator Victor C. Capelli will serve 
as guide. The event begins at 10 a.m. 
at Springside House. — 

For more information on the 
Springside activities committee, call 
447-8038 or 445-5540. 


C8nsultants lend number of ideas 
for the future of Burbank Park 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Burbank Park 
should offer amenities ranging 
from bike and-walking trails to 
a dedicated wind-surfer launch- 
ing area, a panel of consultants 


regular users of the 250-acre. and compliance with the Amer- 
waterfront park, presented their icans With Disabilities Act, also 
ideas for its future development were present at the meeting at 
to city officials and representa- the Department of Parks and 
tives of Okerstrom-Lang, the Recreation headquarters on 
Great Barrington firm that re- _ North Street. 


ceived a $74,800 contract to de-~ Further public meetings to 


d for Onota Lake. The 


Onota Lake effort, a new fish screen and water level 
d at a cost of $8,900. The screen will prevent the 


ries and the gauge ink c 
\\ hy q 


sign a master plan for the park. 
“Sub-consultants,” including 
experts on trail design, signage 


was told last week. 
About 15 people, most of them 


~: discuss the park’s future are 
planned, said Robert S. Mellace, 
the city’s director of community 
* services. 


Among the suggestions ad- 
vanced at the meeting was re- 
pair of the existing access road 
and parking lot and improve- 
ments to the beach area, in- 
eluding construction of new 
restrooms and the clearing of 
nature trails that feature signs 
detailing the types of flora and 
fauna that visitors might expect 
to encounter, 


City officials aim to return 
Burbank Park to its former sta- 
tus as a prime recreation area 
with an estimated $600,000 
worth of improvements. Con- 
struction funds will be available 
in July 1997, and construction 
will commence after Labor Day 
next year. 


The first step will be to reha- 
bilitate the 242-acre parcel that , 
runs along the southeast shore 


who’s going through which hole 
in what sequence. Who’s going 
to pick up the shorter people — 
all sorts of issues.” 

Several of the elements are 
designed so that participants 
who use wheelchairs can enjoy 
experiences including rap- 
pelling. 

Counselors are carefully 
trained as “spotters.” They also 
learn to give instructions for the 
use of each element that chal- 
lenge participants without or- 
dering them around. 

For instance, instead of say- 
ing that touching the ground is 
against the rules, a counselor 

? might explain that the ground is 

: a ‘‘fetid, sneaker-rotting 
swamp” that’ should be avoided 
at all costs. 

Safety is first in Hohlstein’s 
rope courses: All elements are 
capable of bearing much more of Onota Lake. 
weight than will ever be put on The Open Space Bond Bill, * 
them, and they’re inspected which passed the Legislature in 
regularly. January, opened the way for 

“There are more accidents in park improvements. The bill 
softball games than on all the calls for the city to be reim- 


Parks board approves 
facility use for events 


The parks commission this afternoon approved use of city property for 
several special events. ; 

* On Saturday, September 7, the Berkshire Prevention Alliance plans a 
Youth Rally at the Common. 

The afternoon event, being coordinated by a committee of teenagers, will 
feature youth bands, speakers, a basketball tournament and educational 
displays. 

“We want to educate the community that all youth aren’t out there 
drinking and raising heck,” said adult advisor Carl Smith. 

Participants will march from city hall to the park for the event, which 
Smith hopes will attract between 500 and 800 people. 

The commission praised the organizers, but also cautioned to avoid 
scheduling loud music near adjacent residential areas. 

* The weekend of August 10-11, Blue Chips Athletic Footwear plans to 
hold a one-on-one basketball tournament at Clapp and Dorothy Amos 

| playgrounds. 

+ Organizer Robert Hamilton said the event will raise funds for the 
Coaches Academic Leadership League, which rewards young athletes for 
attending school and earning high grades. 

“It’s all about building incentives,” said Hamilton, who is expanding an 
existing Boston program to Pittsfield. | 

“When I grew up in Pittsfield,” said Hamilton, “sports defined the 
community ... Now an awful lot of talented kids aren't ending up on the 
courts in high school.” 

Hamilton hopes to promote basketball as a positive activity and as a way 
for youth to advance themselves. The majority of proceeds from the 
tournament will go toward uniforms and travel expenses for a basketball 
team he is promoting for Pittsfield youth. : 

The August event may also involve games at Tucker and Pitt parks and 
will include a slam dunk contest. 

* On August 25, Burbank Park will host the first Jimmy Fund Iron Kids 
Triathlon. 

The event, organized by Tony Clement, is intended for youngsters ages 
3-12. Participants will go through five different “mini-courses” involving 
cycling, running and swimming/wading. ? 

“It will be a nice little community event,” said Clement, who hopes to 
attract 150 kids. 

* The Springside activity committee will host a stargazing event on 
Saturday, August 10 at Springside Park. ; 

Organizer Kevin Phelps said the event is part of a plan “to start bringing 
people into the park.” 

Commissioners balked, however, at Phelps’ request for a campfire and 
sleepover as part of the event. Both are forbidden by park rules without 
special permission. 

“T think it’s a great idea but it opens a 
member Rick Scapin. 

Instead the event will consist of a preview lecture on August 9 with 
participants observing meteors the next night — but leaving around mid- 
night or 1 a.m. ] & é 





Pandora’s Box,” said commission 
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Last hearing 


is tomorrow 


on Burbank Park plan 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_ PITTSFIELD — The last pub- 
lic hearing on a proposed mas- 
ter plan for Burbank Park will 
be held tomorrow at 7 p.m. at 
Springside House on North 
Street. 

The city parks department 
and its consultant, the land- 
scape architect firm of Oke- 
tstrom-Lang, will make the 
presentation to the public. 

Robert S. Mellace, the city’s 
director of community services, 
said the meeting’s primary goal 
will be to set priorities for im- 
provement and rebuilding ef- 
forts at 242-acre Burbank Park, 
which sits at the eastern end of 
Onota Lake. Mellace and city 
officials hope to make the park 
the crown jewel of a rejuvenated 
city park system. 

With about $500,000 of a 
$600,000 state grant remaining 

. for improvements — the cost of 
Okerstrom-Lang’s services 
make up the difference — the 
city must decide what its priori- 
ties will be at Burbank, Mellace 
said, and that’s where public 
input comes into play. 

“There are many more im- 
provements than we could ever 
fund” at Burbank, he said, “The | 
road and the parking lot could 


eat up the $500,000 by them- 

selves.” 

But from Mellace’s point of 
view the best tactic may be re- 
pair and reconstruction before 
money is poured into new facil- 
ities and services, 

“We can fix what’s broken 
first, then hopefully look for 
additional monies down the 
road to implement other 
changes,” he said. “We would | 
like to add new elements, but | 
the first step has to be remedy- 
ing things.” 

Burbank Park, like other city | 
parks, suffered when Proposi- 
tion 21/2 cut the manpower and 
funds that kept summer pro- 
grams running and facilities in 
shape. Vandalism took its toll as 
well. 

With that in mind, Mellace 
hopes other sources of funding 
will be identified after the first 
phase of improvements to 
maintain Burbank Park. 

“We can’t just throw half a , 


million dollars at it and, walk 
away from it,” he said. 46 y/ 19 é 
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By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Fix what’s 
broken at Burbank Park first, a 
small crowd of city residents 
told consultants and park offi- 
Cials last night at a public hear- 
ing. 

At issue was the preliminary 
master plan for Burbank Park, 
which the Great Barrington 
consulting firm of Okerstrom- 
Lang presented last night at 
Springside House. While a slew 
of new developments at the 242- 
acre park is possible, including 
bike paths and a promenade 
along the eastern shore of On- 
ota Lake, repairs and improve- 
ments to existing facilities took 
higher priority among planners 
and residents alike. 

Those comments will be con- 
sidered by the Parks Commis- 
sion when it meets Monday at 
7:30 at Springside House. At 
that meeting, the commission 
will set the priorities for the 
$500,0000 “phase 1” improve- 
ments, as well as a construction 

schedule. 
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Those in attendance unani- 
mously agreed with Ward 7 
Councilor Joseph O. Guzzo that 
a nominal and affordable en- 
trance fee, if used to fund con- 
tinued maintenance and staff- 
ing needs at the park, could be 
charged for cars entering the 
park. The money would go into 
a revolving account and would 
Stay separate from the city’s 
general fund, Guzzo said. 

“T’d agree to anything that 
could pay for someone to keep 
order, as long as it goes back 
into the park,” said Al Whiteley 
of Pittsfield. 

Items most often cited by the 
20 people in attendance in- 
cluded badly needed repairs to 
the park’s main entrance, a new 
restroom, and improvements at 
the north beach, near Controy 
Pavilion. 

Other possible improvements 
to existing facilities could in- 
clude repairs at Controy Pavil- 
ion, a wider boat launch, erosion 
controls along the shorelines 

and extensive signage through- 
out the park. The consultants 








' List of repairs, improvements 
discussed for Burbank 


Park 


also would like 6 cre te a sce- 
nic lookout point on the site of 
the old pumphouse, and build. 
terraced walkways that don’t 

“contribute to the lake’s erosion 

problems. 


According to Craig Okerstrom- 
Lang, whose firm employed a 
number of subconsultants in 
drafting the plan, residents’ top 
concern at Burbank Park is se- 
curity. He applauded efforts by 
city and park police to address 
those concerns. 


Okerstrom-Lang also found 
that Lakeway Drive residents | 
are opposed to reopening 
Rey Drive to through traf. 
ic. 


The plan calls for a slightly . 
longer south parking lot, near 
the boat ramp, and a smaller, 
paved north parking lot near 
the Controy Pavilion. In order to 
separate boaters from swimmers 
— a point of contention all 
summer, according to park us- - 
ers — swimming would be en- : 
couraged at that beach instead , 
of the old swimming area. 


Firm hired to develop Burbank Park revitalization plan 


A Great Barrington firm will de- 
velop a plan for an upgrade of 
Burbank Park, city officials an- 
nounced Monday. 

The south county company, 
Okerstrom-Lang Ltd., will receive 
$74,800 for its planning and design 
services. 

“This is an exciting moment,” said 
MayorEdward Reilly. “Burbank Park 
is one of the great places we have in 
the city.” 

The mayor hosted a press confer- 
ence at city hall to announce the con- 
tract, which is the first step in a 
planned $600,000 upgrade of the 
Onota Lake site. The overall project+ 
is being funded through a $194,040 
line item in the city’s capital budget, 
to be matched by $405,960 in antici- 
pated state funds. 


ity, family recreational area,” said 


“Our main goal is to make a qual- 


Bob Mellace, the city’s community 


services director. 


The consultant has five specific 


charges: 


* Develop a master plan-for the 


242-acre site. 


* Prepare designs for anestimated 


$500,000 of improvements. 


e Obtain all environmental and 


building permits. 


¢ Provide cost estimates, construc- 


tion drawings and bid documents.. 


¢ Monitor the construction pro- 


cess. 





“This will all begin with public 
input,” said Mellace. “Wereallyneed 
to hear from park users ... We want to 
know what the public’s ideas are 
about the plan for the lake.” 

Aninitial publicinput meeting will 
be held Thursday, July 25 at 7 p.m. at 
Springside House, the headquarters 
of the parks department. 

Reilly concurred that public input 
is essential, noting that past propos- 
als for the park have included sug- 
gestions to charge an admission fee. 

“Tt will be a very interesting pro- 
cess to see what people think and see 





Grant will b 


off upper North Street. 


said Bailey. 


One of Pittsfield’s better kept se- 
crets is the Vincent J. Hebert Arbore- 
tum, located in Springside Park, just 


However a new $2,920 grant re- 
ceived by the Pittsfield Beautiful or- 
ganization aims to make more resi- 
dents and visitors aware of the at- 
tractions of the arboretum. 

“We want to rejuvenate interest in 
the arboretum, and make it an ongo- 
ing project year after year,” explained 
Arlia “Tommie” Bailey, chair of Pitts- 
field Beautiful, a non-profit civic 
beautification organization. : 

The grant, from the Urban For- 
estry Council and state Department 
of Environmental Management, is 
also intended to encourage more 
widespread awareness of the impor- 
tance of trees. “We need to focus 
more on caring for our trees, and this 
project should promote that goal,” 


what happens,” said the mayor. 

Craig Okerstrom-Lang pledged to 
heed the. requests of Pittsfield resi- 
dents. “We really hope to gather as 
muchinputas we can from the [park] 
users,” he said. 

Ward 7 councilor Joe Guzzo, who 
attended the announcement with 
councilors Jamie Williamson and 
Gary Grunin, declared that “Burbank 
Park will soon be the place we know 
it can be.” 

Guzzo said that “Burbank Parkisa 
jewel of the city,” but one that has 
suffered from neglectin recent years. 
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oost Arboretum 


Grunin said that city natives know 
about the potential of the park. “We 
remember that it was beautiful,” he 
said. 

Rick Scapin of the parks commis- 
sioncommended the elected officials 
for putting resources into the project. 
“We're excited about putting some 
money back in the parks,” he said. ra 
hope we can get the parks back the 
way they should be.” 

Among the pressing needs at the 
park are better driveway and park- 
ing areas, Mellace noted. Reilly cited 
the current lack of restroom facilities 





Pittsfield Beautiful has secured a grant that will help focus attention 
on the diverse trees at Springside Park. 


as a major issue. 

“The ideas there are endless,” said 
Reilly. 

Mellace said he hopes the prelimi- 
nary master plan is developed this 
summer with constructioncommenc- 
ing next year following the summer 
beach season. The timeline is contin- 
gent upon the release of state funds 
in July 1997. 

Okerstrom-Lang will utilize four 
subcontractors for the project, includ- 
ing two based in Pittsfield: Foresight 
Land Services and Wetland Consult- 
ing Services. 


ect at Springside Park 
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arboretum was“named for Hebert 
uponhis retirement by former Mayor 


| Anne Wojtkowski. 


Pittsfield Beautiful has formed a 


| committee to oversee the grant and 
M its related activities. Mark Miller, a 
| former co-owner of the Berkshire 


Eagle newspaper and a descendent 
of the original donor of Springside 


| Park, ischair ofthe committee. Hebert 


is also actively involved in the project. 

The grant runs through June 1997. 
It will fund a variety of activities, 
according to Bailey. 

A portion of the funds will be used 
to pay for an intern this summer. The 
intern will conduct an inventory of 
thenumber and condition of the trees 
and plantings in the arboretum. 
While the grant cannot be used di- 
rectly to pay for pruning and other 
maintenance, the recommendations 
of the survey will be used to guide 


other plantings are on display. Ap- arboretum. Much of it was devel- future goalsand activities conducted 


t 
Anarboretum isa parklike setting proximately 200 acres around oped since 1960 under the guidance by volunteers or from subsequen 
n arboretum is a 


where a variety of trees, shrubs and 
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Springside Park are included in the of former Parks director Hebe 
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rt. The grants from other sources. 
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Priority parks 

Three developments in the past week bode well for the city’s long- _ 
neglected park system. 5 

First, the city council cleared the way for the demolition of the 
condemned former bathhouse at Pontoosuc Lake; then city officials 
awarded acontract for planning and design of improvements at Burbank 
Park; and finally, state legislators earmarked some $2 million for an 
upgrade of Wahconah Park. 

Pittsfield’s parks haven’t enjoyed this much good news in years. 

* The Pontoosuc bathhouse has been a symbol of decay in Pittsfield. 
Aside from the fact that its closure several years ago has deprived 
beachgoers of restroom facilities, it has stood as a visible reminder of 
neglect. 

The long period of inaction 
following closure of the bath- 
house epitomizes the city’s fail- 
ure to put resources into the 
parks. In fact, the parks commis- | 
sion declared the condemned | 


Fo} f=} ofofoy ¢ 
bathhouse “excess property” in 


1993 but the matter didn’t reach the council until this month. y 
The uproar about the Pontoosuc Lake /Route 7 wall has obscured the — 
related opportunity to revitalize the city-owned beachfront. Construct- | 
ing and maintaining permanent facilities at the site should be a top goal. | 
* In recent years Burbank Park, at Onota Lake, has suffered an even — 
worse fate than its smaller Pontoosuc sibling, 

This week's hiring of a Great Barrington firm to develop renovation 
plans for Burbank is a step in the right direction. Usually this type of 
study should be viewed skeptically, but Burbank seems poised for real 
action. | 

Not only is funding for development of the plan in place, the city has 
already built actual Burbank project funds into its capital budget. Fur- 
thermore, a matching state grant is expected to materialize next July. 
Thus, it seems the Burbank project will actually come to fruition. 

* The Wahconah Park funds came as a bit of a surprise courtesy of the 
politicking of State Rep. Peter Larkin, who successfully inserted them 
into a state “emergency” appropriations package. 

City officials have been aware of the need to upgrade Wahconah in 
order to better serve the principal tenant — the Pittsfield Mets —as well 
as for other municipal uses. Wahconah Park is both a tourist draw and 
a facility for local use. 

While the legislature’s method of funding such projects in haphazard 
fashion is unfortunate, the unexpected windfall will likely transform a 
fantasy project into reality. 
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In addition, the intern and other 
volunteers will be conducting work- 
shops and classes to educate the 
public about the care and mainte- 
nance of trees throughout the city. 
These will include activities for for 
both adults and children. The exact 
schedule of programs is being de- 
veloped and will be finalized and 
publicized in the months ahead, said 
Bailey. ! 

Candidates for the internship are 
currently being interviewed. Cur- 
rent students or recent graduates of 
forestry or related subjects are in- 
vited to send an application to Mark 
Miller at Pittsfield Beautiful; P.O. 
Box 725; Pittsfield, MA. 01201. 


Sei ies. 























/ Meeting set CAolae 
on drawdown 


at Onota Lake 
PITTSFIELD — A public in- 


formation meeting has been) 
‘scheduled for 7 p.m. next 


Wednesday at Springside House 
regarding the Onota Lake dam 
“Management .study. The pur- 
» pose of the meeting is to solicit 
Anput from the public regarding 
= eoncerns over the Onota Lake 
wdown. 
~ “According to Robert S. Mel- 
lace, director of Community 
Services, the lake management 
consulting firm Furgo East Inc. 
has been hired by the city to 
assess the impacts of any lake 
drawdown on downstream 
flooding, shoreline damage, 
sewers, weed control, wetland 
Systems, and fisheries and 
wildlife habitat. Based on the 
' outcome of the study, a lake 
monitoring program will be de- 
veloped to assess the impacts of 
el drawdowns over a period of 
ime. 


In addition, a dam manage- . 


ment program will be devel- 
oped, which will describe the 
optimum process for performing 
lake drawdowns. 

Ward 7 City Councilor Joseph 


Burbank Park ideas include 


access, SIgns, trails and sta e- 


lic meeting | icit i future improvements to Burbank 
A public meeting to solicit ideas for npro 
oe aa approximately 20 residents to Springside House this. past 
é f : = “ - j oo 
ae eens offered those in attendance a chance to “ voice their “ 
cerns” and offer “suggestions for what they would like to see,” according 
ity’ i ices director. 
to Bob Mellace, the city’s community services 
Om july city officials announced that Okerstrom-Land, Ltd. a Eos 
Barrington consulting firm — would receive $74,800 for planning an 
designing a $600,000 upgrade to Burbank Park. 
The meeting Thursday was hosted by members 0 


d the consultants. ee fe : 
O All they're trying to do right now is solicit public input, Mellace said. 


Several suggestions were made at the meeting, including calls for handi- 
capped-accessibility, more trails for walking or biking, a better sign system 
i i ms. 
and more recreational and entertainment progra i 
Ward 6 city councilor James Boyle said there were several great ae 
suggested. Boyle expressed a desire fora more extensive trail system, Ee . 
could connect Burbank to other parks and to downtown. He likened t i: 
possible trail network to “a string of pearls. You dbe able to go from one to 
another,” Boyle said. ce an : 
He also noted requests for recreational program : 
“T'd like to see some sort of summer theater stage or concert stage or band 
shell,” Boyle said. “Pittsfield needs some sort of summer theater, act only 
_ for our senior citizens, but to provide entertainment for.our youth.’ 
Residents also expressed concerns about the park security and drinking. 
Mellace says the consultants plan to gather further public opinion 2 
setting up tables at the park with questionairres on a couple of weekends. 


ici Itants to 
have gathered public input, Mellace expects the consultant 
ane : plan and then hold another public meeting. 


f the parks commission 


Guzzo has urged concerned res- 
idents to attend the meeting so 
that they can learn more about 
the project and identify any 
concerns that need to be ad- } 
dressed in the study. “ 


Parks board approyes.,, 
facility use for oveliie S 


The parks commission this afternoon approved use of city property for 

several special events. : 
'« On Saturday, September 7, the Berkshire Prevention Alliance plans a 
Youth Rally at the Common. 

The afternoon event, being coordinated by a committee of teenagers, will 
feature youth bands, speakers, a basketball tournament and educational 
displays. ; 

“We want to educate the community that all youth aren’t out there 
drinking and raising heck,” said adult advisor Carl Smith. 

Participants will march from city hall to the park for the event, which 
Smith hopes will attract between 500 and 800 people. 

The commission praised the organizers, but also cautioned to avoid 
scheduling loud music near adjacent residential areas. 

_« The weekend of August 10-11, Blue Chips Athletic Footwear plans to 
hold-a one-on-one basketball tournament at Clapp and Dorothy Amos 
playgrounds. 

Organizer Robert Hamilton said the event will raise funds for the 
Coaches Academic Leadership League, which rewards young athletes for 
attending school and earning high grades. 

“It’s all about building incentives,” said Hamilton, who is expanding an 
existing Boston program to Pittsfield. 

“When I grew up in Pittsfield,” said Hamilton, “sports defined the 
commuinity ... Now an awful lot of talented kids aren’t ending up on the 
courts in high school.” : ] 

Hamilton hopes to promote basketball as a positive activity and as a way 
for youth to advance themselves. The majority of proceeds from the 
tournament will go toward uniforms and travel expenses for a basketball 
team he is promoting for Pittsfield youth. oS 

The August event may also involve games at Tucker and Pitt parks and 
will include a slam dunk contest. 

* On August 25, Burbank Park will host the first Jimmy Fund Iron Kids 
Triathlon. 

The event, organized by Tony Clement, is intended for youngsters ages 
3-12. Participants will go through five different “mini-courses” involving 
cycling, running and swimming/ wading. 

“Tt will be a nice little community event,” said Clement, who hopes to 
attract 150 kids. 

* The Springside activity committee will host a stargazing event on 

Saturday, August 10 at Springside Park. oe 

Organizer Kevin Phelps said the event is part of a plan “to start bringing 

people into the park.” j 

Commissioners balked, however, at Phelps’ request for a campfire and 
sleepover as part of the event. Both are forbidden by park rules without 
special permission. ae 

“T think it’s a great idea but it opens a Pandora's Box,” said commission 
member Rick Scapin. 

Instead the event will consist of a preview lecture on August 9 with 

participants observing meteors the next night — but leaving around mid- 

night or 1 a.m. : 


« 
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Man with a mission 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Director Robert 
Mellace sits near the Burbank Park area of Onota 
Lake. It’s an area that Mellace hopes to upgrade 
this summer. 


Mellace aiming 
to improve parks 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Spring has returned to the Berkshires, and 
people’s fancies turn to spending sunny afternoons outdoors. 

Much of that outdoor recreation — be it baseball games or 
leisurely strolls — will happen in city parks. And for the next 
month or so, it’s the maintenance department’s responsibility 
to get that land ready. 

The city’s parks and recreation director, Robert S. Mellace, 
mee plans for the city’s 1,375 acres of park and conservation 
ands. 

Many of the possibilities are long-term goals, like improve- 
ments at Burbank Park on Onota Lake, at an expanded ‘‘Mus- 
cle Beach” along Pontoosuc Lake, or an arboretum in Spring- 
side Park. But in the meantime, an expanded seasonal main- 
tenance crew, continued effort from the existing maintenance 
staff and some small but noticeable improvements at city parks 
will hopefully make the coming summer enjoyable for residents 
and tourists, Mellace says. 


Bids scheduled for Burbank 


Two events this month will help get Mellace’s plans off the 
ground. Wednesday, the city will open requests for proposal 
bids on a master plan for improvements to Burbank Park. And 
on Arbor Day, April 26, Hospice representatives will plant a tree 
at Springside Park, to kick off a campaign that could possibly 
result in the creation of an arboretum,as an outdoor classroom 
and place for residents to reflect. 4 

Other short-term projects include study of a possible skate- 
board park and a safety inventory of city park equipment. Mel- 
lace says the department will also look into installing wood 
chips underneath playground equipment to provide for softer 


landings. And the reconstruction of Wahconah Street will in- - 


clude improvements to the entrance to Wahconah Park, he said. 

Two seasonal employees have already come on board to help 
the small staff get city parks ready. At Clapp Park last week, 
for example, passers-by would have noticed city staff preparing 
the baseball diamond for Pittsfield High’s season opener, which 
was played yesterday. 

At the last City Council meeting, the board transferred 
$14,000 to the department for the purpose of hiring five sea- 
sonal workers. That brings the budgeted total for this year to 
11, and Mellace is hoping to add five or six more in the coming 
fiscal 1996 budget. 

Mellace has been impressed by how much his maintainers do. 


MELLACE, continued on B5 


_.. Whe Berkshire Eagle, Sunday, April 7, 1996 au BS 


“T don’t think people realize the 
amount of parkland the city 


_ owns,” he says, pointing to a map 


of the city. From a distance, the 
city map looks like a green 
patchwork of park and conserva- 


tion lands, with substantial tracts 
‘of land — Brattlebrook, Kirvin, 


Wahconah and Springside parks 


| — close to populous neighbor- 


hoods that can enjoy them. 


Give the guys credit 


“Tf I could say one thing, it’s 
give the maintenance staff the 
credit,” Mellace said. “They do a 
pretty good job with very little re- 
sources.” He also praised mainte- 


| nance foreman Anthony Stracuzzi 
/and recreation director John 


Marchesi, who is responsible for 
sports leagues and the city’s four- 
week park program, which will be 
held at Clapp, Deming, Pitt and 
the Common playgrounds this 
summer. 
_ Earlier this year, skateboarders, 
acting through the city’s youth 
commission, asked for a skate- 
boarding park, noting the city has 
plenty of basketball, baseball and 
softball facilities but none for their 
sport. Mellace said he has been 
working with both the youths and 
with City Councilor Timothy J. 
DiSilva, who has advocated build- 
ing a skateboarding park in Crane 
Park, which is near the corner of 
Crane Avenue and Benedict Road. 
Another ongoing project won’t 
be finished until 1997, but Mellace 
said his department is already 
working with the state Highway 
Department on improvements at 
“Muscle Beach” on Pontoosuc 
Lake. The improvements are part 
of the state’s reconstruction of 
upper North Street. 


Big plans for Burbank 


But the crown jewel of Mellace’s 
ideas is Burbank Park and city- 
owned conservation lands around 
it, a 250-acre resource that could 
become. a tourist draw in a city 
that has recently made a com- 
mitment to marketing itself to 
visitors. The master plan being bid 
on Wednesday could lead to im- 
proved recreation trails, beach 
upgrades, rebuilding the park’s 
battered access roads and parking 
lots, and providing or upgrading 
visitor services. 

The master plan will also exam- 


ine if Lakeway Drive, which was \ 


closed to through traffic in the 
late 1970s, should be reopened to 


improve access and prevent ques- 


tionable activity at night, or if a 
small user fee should be charged 
to fund a revolving account that 
would be used to keep up the 


rere 


a Mellace tons: 


park. Mellace said public opinion 
will play an important part in an- 
swering those questions. pe 

If all goes well, the plan will be 
put into action in 1997 with the © 
help of a bond approved by the 
council in February. As part of the 
Open Space Bond Bill, the state 
will reimburse $408,000 of the 
$600,000 the city will spend on - 
improvements to the 132-acre 
park, which runs along the south- — 
east shore of Onota Lake. 

In the meantime, Mellace is 
proposing the following temporary 
improvements for Burbank Park 
this summer: ; 

») Make improvements to the 
beach, including new sand. 

>) Find volunteers to run a con- 
cession stand. 

»)Clean up branches, downed 
trees and debris throughout the | 
park. a 

db Replace missing benches and 
wooden picnic table slats. Earlier 
this year, Mellace commented that 
one could find plenty of picnic \ 
tables in the park, but no benches 
to sit on. 

» Patch the access road until 
next year, when it may be rebuilt. 

The department is responsible 
for upkeep of 50 park and conser- ' 
vation commission lands, from 
vast Burbank Park to the flower 5 
beds at McKeever Park, the 
courtyard outside City Hall. 4 

“The Department of Public - 
Works and other city departments |, 
and staff have been very helpful 
and supportive,” Mellace offered. \ 
He also singled out the Parks 
Commission for its assistance.. 





The draft of a master plan for 
Burbank Park should be ready for 
public review next month. 

Landscape architect Craig Oker- 
strom-Lang outlined the plan for park 
commissioners on Monday. 


The first phase of the project — at 


acostofsome $565,000 —is expected 
to be put out to bid in the spring. 
Community services director Bob 
Mellace said that, if the state releases 
its share of the project costs, con- 
struction could begin next fall. 

“We're leaning to a theme, ‘Turn 
of the Century’,” said Okerstrom- 
Lang. The goal, he explained, is to 

“ unify signage and structure designs 
at the park in attractive fashion. “The 
idea is to make the park a little more 
festive,” he said. 

The first phase of the Burbank Park 
upgrade willlikely includenew signs, 
improvements in a south parking 
area and fishing pier, construction 
of a new restroom structure, im- 
provements to Lakewood Drive, 
north parking lot enhancements 
and construction of a small new 
pavilion. 

Pricey loo 

While most components pleased 
the commissioners, chairman Bob 
Smith questioned Okerstrom- 
Lang’s $165,000 estimate for the 
new restroom. 

“I’m shocked at that number,” 
said Smith, who wants a second 
pavilion constructed. 

“Ym a strong supporter of the 

’ pavilion,” said Smith. “I’m not a 
strong supporter of spending 
$165,000 for a men’s and ladies’ 
room.” 

Smith expressed confidence that 
he could reduce atleast $30,000 
from the proposed spending plan 
to add another pavilion. 

“I want to find a way to cut 
$30,000 for the second pavilion,” he 
said. 

Smith also stressed the impor- 
tance of consulting with local con- 
tractors about pavilion options and 


costs, rather than referring strictly — 


to out-of-area specialists. 

Okerstrom-Lang promised to 
look more carefully at the restroom 
cost estimate. He will also lookinto 
a suggestion made by park mairte- 
nance supervisor Tony Stracuzzi to 
place the restrooms adjacent to one 
of the pavilions, thereby reducing 
construction costs. 

The consultant also outlined 
other options for the park, includ- 
ing an extended bike path from 
Valentine Road. 

“We're definitely thinking now 
that there should be another en- 
trance to the park,” he said. 

The first phase would involve 
extending Vin Hebert Boulevard 
across Valentine Road to create the 
Vin Hebert Bike Path. Anunofficial 
path already exists at the site. 

“It’s a beautiful route,” said 
Okerstrom-Lang. “There’s some 
beautiful overlook ... we think it 
would bea wise choice to be open.” 

Smith said that the aesthetics of 
this entrance to the park should be 
improved: “It’s_an eyesore right | 
now withtwocementblocks there.” 


> 


Okerstrom-Lang said that other 
changes at the park entrances could 
be relatively simple such as lamp- 
posts with hooks to hang banners 
highlighting special events. 

Many proposed changes involve 
parking lot improvements, though 
paving large areas seems unlikely. 
“Tt could open a Pandora’s box,” the 
consultant said, citing environmen- 
tal concerns. 

Instead he is studying the possibil- 
ity of paving a walkway from the 
parking areas. Strategic placement 
could enhance the organization of 
the park, highlighting the central 
pavilion. 

Serving the park's diverse users is 
an important goal, said Okerstrom- 
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Draft of Burbank Park master plan expected next month 


By enlarging the south parking 
area, the consultant hopes boat ac- 
cess will improve. “If we make it 
nicer, you'll encourage more boats,” 
hesaid. Recommendations willlikely 
include seasonal floating docks. 

In the long-term, another fishing 
pier is possible, as are large fields for 
sports or camping. 

One unresolved issue is the future 
ofanolderswimming area. “Toleave 
the beach the way it is now would be 
a disgrace,” said Mellace. 

Commissioners debated the value 
of taking down an existing water- 
front concrete wall and whether the 
old beach area should have sand or 
grass at its edge. 

Okerstrom-Lang will likely make 








Lang, who highlighted issues involv- 
ing boat access, fishing areas and 
swimming beachfront. 


City targets takeover of 


continued from page 1 

because they did not have specific 
services or programs that wanted to 
locate at the site within the foresee- 
able future.” 

Instead the city’s application seeks 
authority to develop the property as 
the parks department's “administra- 
tionand maintenance headquarters.” 

The proposal surprised parkscom- 
missioners, who Mellace. briefed on 
Monday night. The commissioners 
expressed mixed sentiments about 
the plan and disappointment that 
they were not consulted earlier. 

“The commission ought to take 
this seriously,” said Cliff Nilan. 

“1 think we need to take a close 
lookatit,” agreed Tony Massimiano. 

Commissioners expressed concern 
over the future of Springside House, 
the Victorian building at Springside 
Park that has housed the department 
since 1952. 

“What happens here?” asked 
Nilan. “This is a very convenient 
building for the public.” 

Mellace, who did not take a stand 
on the proposal, said it is premature 
to evaluate-the plan. 

“If£we were to move up there, there 
would be alot of office space but not 
a real lot of maintenance space,” he 
said. “The mayor said there would 

be space for offices for Babe Ruth and 
Little League and the others to have 
theis own space.” : 

Mellace expressed concern about 
the available space for the 
department’s equipment and ve- 

{ 


an additional report and provide 
written drafts at the commission's V/€ 
December meeting. 
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The price is right — City 
officials hope to obtain the 
Naval Center at no cost 


hicles. But he noted that an addi- 
tional garage or building might be 
possible. 

“The bottom line is whose deci- 
sion is it?” said commissioner Rick 
Scapin. “I’m concerned about the 
future of this building.” 

Mellace said the mayor and city 
council have authority, particularly 
as it pertains to appropriation of 
funds. , 

Fast schedule 

The parkscommissionisnotslated 
to meet again until after August 9 — 
the date by which the city will file its 
final project application with the U.S. 
Department of Housing & UrbanDe- 
velopment and the Department of 
Defense. 

Tony Stracuzzi, the park mainte- 
nance foreman, told commissioners 
that both the-current and proposed 
site have merits. “There are pros and 
cons both ways,” he said. 

The city report lists advantages of 
the Naval Reserve site including its 
proximity to Burbank Park, the 


board members ques 





Naval center 


region’s lack of commercial develop- 
ment and the neighborhood's resi- 
dential zoning. 

Springside House, according tothe 
document, “is not large enough to 


accommodatethe personnelandsup- _ 


plies of the various recreation pro- 
grams.” 


The application also offers a brief 


outline to developa nature and envi- 
ronmental education center over the 
course of several years. In addition 
to the reserve buildings, the lot in- 
cludes more than five acres of woods. 

The main structure at the site is 
approximately 21,368 square feet, 
with a 756 square foot garage. Some 
1,227 square feet was use asa firing 
range. 

According to correspondence in- 
cluded in the file, Reilly first wrote to 
the National Park Service in August 
1993 expressing interest in obtaining 
the property for the city. 

In March 1994—when the closure 
of the facility was imminent — the 
mayor wrote to the Department of 
the Navy making the official request 
and agreeing to first offer the prop- 
erty to social agencies. 

* Two agencies that work with the 
homeless investigated the site last 
year but did not file formal “notices 
ofinterest” beforea November dead- 
line. 

Thelackofinterest from the home- 
less providers cleared the way for 
the city to apply to obtain the land 
free of charge for a recreation 


use. ) a s/ Y, es 


TR 


: 
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Parks commissioners Rick Scapin and Anthony Massimiano re- 
wed plans for Burbank Park on Monday. While generally pleased, 
tioned why a restroom is budgeted at $165,000. 








Planned move of parks department questioned 


City councilor Peter Arlos re- which would preclude any other use. 
“I think somebody could raiseadevil _ 


out that,” Marchetti said. 
“It’s deeded to the city as a gift,” — 


By Tom Benson Parks commissioner Rick Scapin 
_ A handful of residents and city echoed some, of Guzzo’s concerns. minded the group that the city coun- 
officials responded Tuesday to Though he stressed that he was not cil passed a motion in March 1994 ab 
~Mayor Edward Reilly's plantomove “100percentagainst moving,” Scapin. calling for the city to assume control 
_ the parks department headquarters called forcity officials toconsiderthe of the naval facility and convert it Marchetti said after the meeting. 
to the Naval Reserve Center on Vin costs of moving and constructing an_ into an industrial site. “People forget what it’s for. These 
. Hebert Boulevard. The plan will be additional buildingtosolvethestor-._ “It doesn’t seem wise to me to people have no right whatsoever to__ 
delivered to the United States De- age problem. abandon Springside House, whichis use this as a commercial enterprise. 
- partment of Housing and Urban — Scapin also worried that with the an integral part of Springside Park,” I’msurprised that anyone in govern- 
_ Development Friday. parks department gone, Springside Arlossaid.“We needindustrial prop- ment would even bring it up.” } 
Foremost among public worriesat House and Park would receive less erty — that’s the proper use for it. Guzzo also criticized the city’s ac-~ 
. the hearing were the future of attention and might deteriorate This is a redundant use. We should _tion in developing the plan, though _ 
Springside House — the current physically. put the emphasis on what this city for different reasons. He said he had 
~ home of the parks department — “The security is fine up there now needs, which is jobs.” only 27 hours notification before the — 
and whether the naval facility could because there’s always some one Dobrowolski said the property's meeting. 
~ accommodate the department's spe- there,” said Tom Guinan wholivesat location precluded industrial activ- “Better communication with city — 
. Cific needs. Springside House. He warned thatif ity. officialsisneeded,” Guzzosaid. “I’ve _ 
The naval base closed in 1994 and the parks department moved out, “Industrial use was certainly a spoken witha couple of members of 
- the city is seeking to have'the land vandals and taggers would move in. hoped for use of the property,” she the parks commission and they’re — 
transferred to its control under pro- | Ann Dobrowolski, a city commu- explained. “It is, however, in a resi- not very much up to speed on it.” 
~ visions of the federal Base Closure nity development specialist who pre- dential housing zone and doesn’t _ Reilly will review the publiccom- — 
_ Redevelopment and Homeless As- sided over the meeting, stressed that have the type of support services ments on the proposal and incorpo- 
sistance Act. the city would continue to care for nearby that would make itappropri- rate them into the plan, according to 
While moving to the Naval Re- the park. ; ate for industrial use.” Dobrowolski. While the proposal is 
serve Center would increase the of- | “The city does Hope torestore the Other speakers proposed that the due Friday, Reilly can request an ex-, 
~ fice space available to the parks de- Springside House,” she said. “By no city consider using the Naval Re- tension if he.sees fit. 
partment, the facility has less storage means doesthemayorintendtoaban- serve Center for the school or police _ After the report is reviewed by 
roomthanthecurrentsite,according don that property.” department headquarters. housing and urban development, it ~ 
_ to community services director Bob _ Speakers also suggested: several. Louis Marchetti questioned goes to the Department of Defense. _ 
Mellace. Springside House offers alternate uses forthe naval property. whether any other use: of the The plan will then be refined and 
—9,000 square feet of storage to 4,000 Pam Peaslee questioned the site as Springside property was legal. He ‘sent to the National Parks Service to - 
__ currently available at the former na-_ an office site because of its remote- asked whether Springside had been request transferring the land to the 
val base. ness. given to the city strictly as a park, city. nt LS / 4 al 


“The Naval ReserveCenterisvery  “Springside Houseiscertainly bet- Mee 
inadequate for the amount of main- ter located than the Naval Reserve 
- tenance that needs to go on,” said Station,” Peaslee said. “The road is 
city councilor Joe Guzzo. “I don’t probably one of the worst roads to 

~believe that there’s adequate stor- get to; the lightingis extremely poor. _[ 


_ age.” It's not feasible.” 

















‘A new recreational center 


Mayor Edward Reilly’s plan to convert the former Naval Reserve 
Center into the municipal park department headquarters and a }. 


natural science center is intriguing. 
Unfortunately, the proposal is advancing on a rushed timeline that 


Members of the parks commission didn’t even learn about Reilly’s 
idea until this week. But a public hearing to gather input will be held 
August 6 and the final plan will be submitted to federal authorities 
by August 9. The parks commissioners aren't even scheduled to meet 
until after that date. | | 

Despite the hyped-up schedule — and the likely hurt feelings from | 
those left out of the loop — the idea has merit, provided certain _ 

contingencies can be met. 
° Principal among the con- — 
Publ L sher . }S¥ cerns, noted immediately by 
park commissioner CliffNilan, 
are the implications for — 
Springside House. The Victo- 
rian building at Springside — 
Park currently houses the park 
department. Any plan should include provisions to ensure that — 
Springside House will continue to play a vital role in the life of __ 
Springside Park. It would be tragic to see the building abandoned. 
The naval reserve center also has some question marks, in particu- 
lar regarding its safety. When the possibility of obtaining the site first 
arose two years ago, officials expressed environmental concerns,— 
especially lingering hazards from an old firing range. aioe 
There are also questions about the adequacy of the existing facili- 
ties for the equipment and vehicles of the parks department. Bed 
On the whole, though, it is heartening to see the city making a 
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Mayor Reilly has L 
proposed movi 

the Parks and Recreation “4 

departments to Valentine Road. 
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~ Plan to relocate Parks 
_to former naval] center 


' draws fire 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Ragie Staff 


at hearing 


Site could serve as a new stock- 
Toom and warehouse for the 


F ye eESFIELD — Mayor Edwarq ‘Schools. The department is try- 
f ie eilly’s plan to move the ‘ing to move those functions out 
S and Recreation depart. Of Hibbard Alternative School 


ments to the former Naval R 
e- 
- serve Center met with Opposi- 


in order to give that s 
Space for a gymnasium ae 


tion at a public hearing Tuesday Cafeteria. 


— night. 
Criticisms that surfac 
— hearing included the Seiad 
lack of storage Space, its Valen- 
— tine Road location and what ef- 
fect the move would have on 
— the condition of Springside Park 
, scalp bee Springside House, 
eee e two departments now 
- “The Parks Department has a 
ft lot of equipment,” said Parks 
Commissioner Rick Scapin 
J] ‘We te pretty well maxed out at 
Springside, but you can see the 
difference in Square footage 
Storage is very important to 
us,” he said. The Springside 
complex has 9,000 Square feet of 
sae Space, while the naval 
here has only 4,000 square 
“T would have to be sold 
this idea. Right 4 a 
ee Scapin Sid. ey | cag 
e plan would giy 
partments more office fae 
particularly for youth leagues 
that don’t have space. It is also 
close ‘to Burbank Park, which 
the city intends to make the 
crown jewel of its park system 
Springside House would be Te- 
furbished, and rented out for 
special events, 


- But on the downside, besides 


offering less storage space, the 


~ facility is farther from the cen- 


ter of Pittsfield. And — most 


— important to some — i¢’ 
aj Springside Park. oe 


If the Parks Depar 
t 
leaves the house, “It will ue 


~ target for vandals and t 
2 ry ” 
_. predicted Tom Guinan, iain 


tended the meeting. “My sug- 


_ 8estion is to give [the reserve | 


center] to the School Depart- 


_ Ment. It would be more feasible 


for school maintenance to be up 


_ there.” 


Parks Commission Chairman , 


. Robert Smith added that the 


rm. 


Pittsfield is looking for 


4 special Christmas tree 
PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 


ment of Parks, Recreati 

: ; on ani 
Community Services is ae 
anyone willing to donate an ev- 


strong effort to obtain this abandoned property, free of charge, from — 
the federal government. Aside from the environmental questions on 
one section of the land, the site is a prime tract of Pittsfield property. — 

In addition to large buildings that could offer much-needed ad-__ 
ministration and storage space for a myriad of city recreational 
programs, the site includes more than five acres of undeveloped, — 
woodsy area. 

Nature trails and related efforts on the property, which are specu-"~ 
lated about in the city plan, could evolve into a valued educational _ 
and recreational resource — conveniently located near what officials 


envision as a revitalized Burbank Park. S / ) / o ae ee 
LTrS, fo\ Department of Emergenc 
5 b Management, Screening and act 
lection of the “special” tree will 
- take place the week of Nov. 18 
| Cutting and installation of ‘the 
tree at Park Square are sched- 
uled for either the last week of 
November or first week of De- 
cember. [iP /9 & 


| ergreen tree to be used 
city’s Christmas tree rack 
pea to call their office at 499. 
343. Criteria to be used in se. 


the tree; ad 
quate room to Safely fell the 


[7 


lecting that “special” 

ting 1 pecial” tree will 

a ean height of approx- 
eet; superi p 

ease of access to helene ee 


tree, and eas i 
eee € of transporting Be ue 7G 


City Councilors Jos 
eph 
Guzzo and Peter G. ‘Arios ae 
also among those who voiced 
their Opposition to the plan. 
Arlos cited a unanimous 1994 
Council vote calling for the re- 
Serve center to be developed as 
foe zoned land. The 
would be fe 
oo perfect for that 
“The thing I want 
: 1 ou t 
oot about is the city hee Pires 
ems: jobs, job j me 
Arlos said. pian aa 


Guzzo, meanwhile, was 
that he didn’t receive a euro 
the plan until the day before the 
meeting. He also felt the re- 
Serve center would be inade- 
quate. for maintenance and 
storage needs, and called on' the 
oe i ; fpoeenrhiabe! by the 
il’s) Publi ats 
_ ol Sane blic Buildings 


“The City Council shoul 
have some input into wae 
building!” he said. “I don’t 
think we should arbitrarily, be 
taking on more buildings.” 


a 


PITTSFIELD — After 


———Teceiving reports that 


hunters had been seen in 
one of the city’s parks, of- 
ficials have issued a re- 
minder that hunting is not 
allowed on any park lands. 

It also is illegal to dis- 
charge or carry any fire- 
arms in parks, play- 
grounds or beaches with- 
out specific permission 
from the city’s Parks 
Commission, said Robert 
S. Mellace, director of 
community services. 

“People use the parks 
year-round, and we don’t 
want anyone to get hurt,” 
Mellace said. , | — | & | 
HI7iTb 


ae 








EASTER EGG HUNT: Open to Pittsfield 
children c>ly, Boys’ and Girls’ Club, eens eCOo 
Street, Pittsfield; ages 2 & 3 and 6 ant H 
ages 4 & 5 and 8 & 9, 4:45; children shou 


Trick-or-treat night set; 
i ir own bags and baskets, pargnts;are % 
states one oo S/F & parade planning proceeds 


PITTSFIELD — The Board of Park Commissioners has an- 
nounced that trick-or-treat night will take place on Wednes- 
day, Oct. 30, from 5:30 to 7. Children should be accompanied Bom eh sn a 
by adults. ‘ to 8:30 p.m. e party 

Ac previously announced, the 52nd annual Halloween Pa- | eit with the grand march 
rade will be held on Thursday, Oct. 31, at 7 p.m. : ORE follo reat esc which will 

The Department of Community Services/Parks & Recre- Prizes 6 Hl y Spurs judging. 
ation has announced that the final organizational meeting for finiieet wate ales Se for the 
the parade has been set for Friday, Oct. 25, at 7 p.m. at the ae an rae one 
Springside House, 874 North St. a ‘ ; tivities radde ae ae eg 

Any organization wishing to participate in the parade with i ples, musical chair. ee ae 
either a float, band or marching unit must attend this final | é 8, Pumpkin 


i decorating and a ro B 
-meeting, the announcement said. All entries must have a tery hosted by the pees 
Halloween-related theme. 


teen groups at the c t - 
Information: Park Department office, 499-9343. / | / 5, [ i | erved fo 


Eagles Band repeating 
summer Series at park | 


The Eagles Band will once again 
perform three free concerts in _ 
Springside Park this summer. 

The park commission on Mon- 
day enthusiastically endorsed the | 
band’s “concert in the park | 
schedule. 

“T think this is a wonderful 
thing,” said Cliff Nilan. “We ought 
to support it wholeheartedly. | 

“It’s nice to see the parks b¥ing — 
used again,” said chairman Rick 
Scapin. cay 3; > b 

According to Eagles pub- 
licist Diane Nichols, the band will 

perform on the evenings of July 2, 
16 and 30. “It’s a lovely setting, 
* said Nichols, “we enjoy it.” 
Seesaw ge apa one 


3 4 é 4 

'’ Girls Ine. holding 

- Halloween party 
PITTSFIELD — Girls Ine. of 


Pittsfield will hold its annual 
Halloween party on Tuesday 


Easter egg hunt scheduled for Saturday 


The city’s annual Easter egg hunt will take place Saturday at the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club on Melville Street. 

This free event for children ages 2-9 is sponsored by the Pittsfield 
Exchange Club and the Parks Department. ; 

Children should bring a bag or basket in which to collect eggs. In addition 
to plastic eggs containing jelly beans, children will win prizes if they pick up 
specially marked eggs. : 

The egg hunt will be held in separate sessions. Children ages 2 & 3 and 6 
& 7 will begin at 1 ic sharp. Children ages 4 & 5 and 8 & 9 will begin at 


1:45 p.m. Y fy 


freshments will be served fol- ° 
oupE by festivities. 

e Pittsfield Department of 
: c Parks and Recreation is co- 
ae the event again this 
3 year. The party, open to the 
Bo é & Girls Club : ae is ee children in kin- 
L ergarten Tough Grade 7. 
ite FASTEREGGH UNT. ‘ \ Tickets are $1 and sho id be 


April 6: Pittsfield Easter Egg Hunt purchased fe advance y,, j i 


For ages 2 5 3 and 6S 7, 1:00 p.m. sharp 
B2 — The Berkshire Eagle, Wednesday, October 23, 1996 


‘Easter egg hunt planned 
Pitisfield voungsters 
fe Or sfi y ‘of Sponsored by Exchange Club and Parks Department 


PITTSFIELD — The annual Easter egg hunt co-sponsored by : af ; 
the Pittsfield Exchange Club, Parks and Recreation Department Children should bring bag for their collected $s 
and the Boys’ and Girls’ Club will be held Saturday, April 6, at the Ss A, s | 
Pittsfield Boys’ and Girls’ Club, Melville Street. 

The event is open to Pittsfield children only and is arranged in 
four age groups. The egg hunt will start at 1 p.m. for boys and girls 
ages 2 and 3 and 6 and 7. The second group, ages 4 and 5 and 8 


For ages 4 & 5 and 8 &3 9, 1:45 p.m. sharp | 


Downtown Pittsfield sets 
variety of Halloween events 


“and 9, will begin at 1:45 p.m. 


Prizes will be awarded in each age group for children finding the 
green, blue, golden, silver and black eggs. Children are asked to 


bring their own bags and baskets. 


Parents are asked to use the front entrance of the club. 
For more information, one may call the Department of Parks 


and Recreation at 499-9343. 


‘About 1,200, g\a% 


hunt for eggs 


in Pittsfield event: 


PITTSFIELD — About 1,200. 
children gathered up some 6,000 
plastic eggs Saturday at the Pitts- 
field Boys’ and Girls’ Club in the 
annual Easter egg hunt event 
sponsored by the Pittsfield Parks 
and Recreation Department. 

There were some special eggs to 


be found, and the age group win- 
ners, all of whom are from Pitts- 


field, are as follows: 


Age 2-3 


Finder of the Golden Egg: Daniel Tas- 


sone. 

Finder of the Black Egg: Maria Francese. 
Finder of the Silver Egg: Chad Civello. 
Finder of the Blue Egg: Kasey Turner. 
Finder of the Green Egg: Nicholas Duclos. 

: Age 4-5 

Finder of the Golden Egg: Jessica Blasioli. 
Finder of the Black Egg: Travis Killeen. 
Finder of the Silver Egg: Stacy Guest. 
Finder of the Blue Egg: Tierra Peters. 
Finder of the Green Egg: Amber Barnes. 


Age 6-7 
Finder of the Golden Egg: Kirt Goines. 


Finder of the Black Egg: Shannon Per- 


rault. 
Finder of the Silver Egg: Tim Burns. 
Finder of the Blue Egg: Amanda Tietgens. 
Finder of the Green Egg: Chris Tassone. 

Age 8-9 

Finder of the Golden Egg: Janine Martin. 
Finder of the Black Egg: Katy Andrews. 
Finder of the Silver Egg: Scott Reynolds. 
Finder of the Blue Egg: Melvin Melendez. 


Newly formed committee sets 
observance of Arbor Day 


PITTSFIELD — The committee 
recently formed by Pittsfield 
Beautiful to promote the rejuve- 
nation of the Vincent J. Hebert 
Arboretum at Springside has an- 
nounced plans for the observance 
of Arbor Day, Friday, April 26, at 
12:30 p.m. at Springside Park. 

Peter C. Webber, commissioner 
of the state Department of Envi- 
ronmental Management, will be 
the main speaker. 

Also appearing will be Mayor 
Edward M. Reilly, representatives 
from the Parks Commission and 
Parks Department; Arlia “Tom- 
mie” Bailey of Pittsfield Beautiful 
Inc. and Vin Hebert, former direc- 
tor of parks and recreation whose 
office headquarters were located 
at Springside House in the park. 

Groups of children from Reid 
Middle and Morningside Commu- 
nity schools will recite poems at 


‘Halloween party \ 


planned Thursday 


for club members 
PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 


the planting of a Merrill magnolia 
on the park grounds. The tree is 
being donated by the state. 

Mark Miller of 300 Williams St. 
is chairman of the Arboretum 
Committee. 

Melvin Katsh of Great Barring- 
ton will present a history of 
Springside Park, beginning in 
1910 when Kelton Miller donated 
10 acres to the city. The present 
Springside House is part of the 75- 
acre Stephens estate given to the 
park in 1938 by Donald B. and 
Lawrence K. Miller in honor of 
their father, Kelton Miller. The 
park now totals 231 acres. 

Anyone having any pictures or 
articles about the park have been 
asked to send them to Katsh, in 
care of Pittsfield Beautiful Inc., 
P.O. Box 725, Pittsfield, 01202. 

Refreshments will be served. 


The public has been invited. , 4 
4 hn QG 


-.B4 — Monday, December 2, 1996 


meeting set for 
Halloween Parade 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Community Services/ 
Parks and Recreation will hold 
an organizational meeting for its 
52nd Annual Halloween Parade 
on Friday at 7 pm. at the 
Springside House, 874 North 
St., to plan for the annual pa- 
rade. 

The department is asking 
schools, groups and organiza- 
tions that are interested in par- 
ticipating in the parade to send 
at least one representative to 
the meeting. Groups unable to 
attend have been asked to con- 
tact the Parks and Recreation 
office at 499-9343 for further in- 
formation. 

The parade is cosponsored by 
the Department of Community 
Services/Parks and Recreation 
and the Sons of Italy Itam 
Lodge. The parade will be held 


, on Thursday, Oct. 31, at 7 


: jostagt 
T)31¢ Uf 


fi, a 
/ Organizational \ 


SOS Sy ct be 


“4 


PITTSFIELD — Downtown 
Pittsfield Inc. has announced a 
list of Halloween events. sched- 
uled for downtown. They are: 

> Saturday, Oct. 26, 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., Junior League Hallow- 
een Family Festival at Girls In- 
corporated — haunted house, 
games and refreshments. The 
cost is $5 per child, maximum of 
$15 per family. 

) Sunday, Oct. 27, 3 to 7 p.m., 
Catholic Youth Center — Hal- 
loween party, haunted house, 
costume judging. Free with CYC 
membership. 

>) Monday, Oct. 28, 10 to noon 
and 5 to 7:30 p.m. — Blueskies 
and Rainbows Halloween cos- 
tume party — puppet shows, 
costume parade, face painting. 
One dollar off regular admis- 
sion. 


) Tuesday, Oct: 29; 7 to 8:30 
p.m., Girls Incorporated Hal- 
loween party — costume parade, 
games, refreshments. Children | 
grades K-7, $1, a) 

) Tuesday, Oct. 29, and 
Wednesday, Oct. 30, 9:30 a.m., 
Berkshire Athenaeum — Pre- 
school story time with a Hal- 
loween theme, followed by pre- 
school Halloween films. Cos- 
tumes encouraged. No charge. 

) Wednesday, Oct. 30, 5:30 to 7 
p.m. Trick or Treat. 

) Thursday, Oct. 31, 7 p.m., 
Halloween parade, sponsored by 
the City of Pittsfield Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation. 

» Thursday, Oct. 31, 7-9 p.m., 
Berkshire Museum family Hal- 
loween party. Explore dark side 
of museum, games and mum- 
mies. $2 per person, children 
under 3 free. 


a Sp ict en ae ee 
Traffic to be rerouted | 


PITTSFIELD 


The parade will Start at 7 p.m. 


for Halloween Parade 


The parade route will be west on 


Street; north on Nort. 


Finder of the Green Egg: Michael Sty 


John. & 


Boys’ and Girls’ Club will hold 
its annual Halloween Party on 
Thursday from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
The party is open to all club 
members in Grades 1-3. The 
party is co-sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Parks and Recreation 
Department and will be run by 
the club’s Senior Leaders. 

’ Prizes will be awarded to the 
best costumes in the following 
categories: Funniest, scariest, 
cutest and most original. Other 
activities will include Halloween 
games, door prizes, refresh- 
ments and treats for all. Tickets 
may be purchased in advance or 
at the door and will cost 50 | 

, cents. Information: apieas: 

\ Jo-a3- F b, 


Tree-lighting ceremony 
is Thursday at Park Square 


PITTSFIELD — The tree-lighting ceremony in Park Square 
will be held Thursday at 7 p.m. 

The event, sponsored by the Department of Community 
Services/Parks & Recreation, will feature Paul Nixon leading 
Christmas caroling. 

This year, the tree, a 35-foot blue spruce, was donated by 
Warren and Joanne Gariepy and sons Patrick and Shaun. It 
was donated in memory of ue eed ar vee ee iG 
land and Lena Gariepy. The official tree lighters will be Pat- All traffic is ; 
rick ‘and Shaun es ; Paso peter? under hea by 8 p.m. expected to be back to its normal traffic pattern 

e Department of Emergency i - Motori 
Tene of Thomas Grizey, decorated the tree. _ ite: sts have been cautioned to drive slow ae 


No parking will be allowed on the n i 
i orth side of East S 
the east side of N orth Street from Park Square to eechne | 


Medical Center, or Wahconah St ; 
enue, both sides, after 6 p.m, Teet from BMC to Briggs Av- 


r 


€ parade 


lohql a 
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Parade is ready to roll 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s 52nd annual Halloween Parade 


will be held at 7 p.m. on Thursday with Sheriff Carmen C. 
Massimiano again serving as the grand marshal. 


Sponsored by the Department of Community Services 


Parks and Recreation and Sons of Italy Itam Lodge, the 
parade will form on East Street, travel to North Street, 
proceed down the northbound lane and conclude on Wah- 
conah Street. 


A total of 25 individual award gift certificates will be 


resented to children marching in the parade. Selection of 
eed awards will be made prior to the parade by 
judges who will be stationed in the lineup area. All costume 


award winners will be presented ribbons to wear on their 


\ 


Section | — Comer of First and East 
streets to-Barlett Avenue 

1. Pittsfield Police cruiser ( 

2. Parks and Recreation Department ve- 
hicle 

3. VFW Post 448 Color Guard 2 

4. Halloween grand marshal — Sheriff 
Carmen C. Massimiano j 

5. Berkshire County House of Correction 
float 

6. Pittsfield Fire Truck and Sparky 

7. Pittsfield Winter Camival Queen 


Section Il — Bartlett Avenue to Pomeroy 
Avenue 
8. Eagles Band 
9, Allendale School float 
10. Allendale School marchers 
11. WBEC van 
12. Crosby School marchers 
13. Steams School float 
14. Steams School marchers 


4 
Section Ill — Pomeroy Avenue to Pittsfield # 
High School driveway os 
15. Pittsfield High School Band { 
16. Berkshire Giant Pumpkin Growers float 's\ 
17. Berkshire Giant Pumpkin Growers; \ 
marchers 


sae 


, 


ostumes. They will receive their gift certificates by re- 
ee the Boe portions of their ribbons to the Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation, 874 North St. 

Three prizes each will be awarded to the floats and bands 
participating as follows: $150 for each tirst place, $125 for 
each second place and $100 for each third place. 

Marching units will line up on the south side of East 
Street (Pittsfield High School side) facing Park Square no 
later than 6:30 p.m. 

Floats and vehicles will line up on the north side of East 
Street, facing Park Square no later than 6:30 bh 


i 


The parade lineup follows. J b Af g / ik L 
PARADE, continued on B4 


Halloween is becoming hazar 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Another Halloween has come 
and gone, and again, trick-or- 
treat night proved to be dan- 
gerous to the innocent children 
of Pittsfield. 

The city didn’t learn its lesson 
several years ago when a 
woman answered her-door for a 
trick-or-treater and got her 
faced slashed with a knife. This 
year an innocent 10-year-old 
was beaten up and his candy 
stolen by two teen-agers. Other 
neighborhoods had some re- 


Val At 
WA A 
ous 
and enjoy seeing each other. 
The donated candy could be 
sent to the schools and any bags 
that look suspicious could be 
discarded by an inspector or 
teacher. 3 
Is it going to take the death of 
an innocent child before the city 
finds a way to make trick-or- 
treat night a safe and fun night 
for everyone? 
LINDA COLLINS 


1302 East St. 
Pittsfield, Nov. 6, 1996 


Talk Back 


Bring back 
hometown 
Halloween 


Compiled by 
Mary-Catherine Shugrue 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


a Parade ts: Als 9 f oN 


way to Appleton Avenue 

22. Taconic High School Band 
23. Taconic High School girls’ soccer team 
24. NBL BUX RACINB Marchers 
25. Kay-Bee Toy float 

26. Kay-Bee Toy marchers 

27. Morningside School marchers 
28. Pittsfield Police cruiser 


4 


/ 


Trick or treat 
scheduled for 
Wednesday | 


Wednesday, October 30 has been designated 
Pittsfield’s Trick or Treat night for 1996. 

Trick or Treat hours will be 5:30 to 7 p.m. 

In announcing the annual event, the parks de- 
partment issued a reminder that all children 
should be accompanied by adults on Trick or Treat 
night. 

The Berkshire County Chapter of the American 
Red Cross has also prepared a list of Trick or Treat 
safety tips. 

“Most injuries are preventable if parents and 
children are prepared’ and use caution,” said 
Michael Murphy, the coordinator of health and 
safety services for the local chapter. 

The Red Cross safety check list includes: 

* Walk on sidewalks; not on the street. 


ports of children losing their 
candy also. 

As a mother of two, I’m not 
comfortable sending my chil- 
dren out into the streets and 
going door to door for candy. 
Even with a parent or an older 
child to walk with them any- 
thing could happen. With hy- 
podermic needles and drugs 
even securely wrapped candy 
can prove to be deadly, 

I’m’ willing to buy bags of 
candy, bring it to the schools 
my children attend, and let the 
city schools be the only place 
for trick-or-treat. If the schools 
aren’t available, maybe the mall 
or another public building could 
be used. If the schools in each 
neighborhood could be open, 
then each section of the city 
would have safe and secure 
places for children to go. The 
children could still dress up, 


| 
During trick-or-treating this Hal- 


loween I noticed that many of the 


Halloween ruined by 
rowdy teen-agers 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I was under the impression 
that trick-or-treat was for the 
young (and the young at heart). 
Then can someone please tell 
me why there were teen-agers 
tunning amok, Smashing 
pumpkins and bullying their 
way from house to house grab- 
bing large handfuls of candy? A 
couple of these kids knocked 
my 21-year-old son and 4-year- 
old daughter down stairs to get 
candy! Does the expression 
“Taking candy from a baby” 
come to mind!?! Well, this cer- 
tainly was the case! I cannot tell 
you how upset and angry I was! 

Trick-or-treat should be for 
children 13 and under! If teen- 
agers want.to partake — then 


| dress up and hand out candy or 


perhaps the schools should have 


Talk Back is a column of reader 
observations. To reach the Talk Back 
line and make your comments, call . 
496-6202. 


field’s Halloween Parade. The 

parade was so small it was barely 
even worth the effort. What ever 
happened to involvement and floats 
from companies such as GE and The 
Berkshire Eagle? Why aren’t GE 
Plastics, Lockheed Martin and the - 
Eagle participating in this local pa- 
rade? This would make the parade a 
lot bigger and better for all the chil- 
dren. 


I would like to comment on Pitts- 


| 

Congratulations to those who par- 
ticipated in the Halloween Parade, 
but what happened to the days when 
the Halloween Parade was the event 
of the season in Pittsfield? This 
event has turned out to be quite a 
disappointment. All the schools 
should be involved, not just four or 
five. Even more important, where 
are the floats from local businesses 
like GE Plastics, Lockheed Martin, 
Kay-Bee Toys and The Berkshire 
Eagle. . 





18. School bus — Handicapped children 
19. Williams School marchers 
20. Dakota float 


children were accompanied b i 
y their 

fathers. After reading so much these 

days about deadbeat fathers, it was 


* Look both ways before crossing the street. 
: : Cross the street only at corners or designated cross 
21. Dakota marchers ay walks. reassuring to se ; 
by oad pe akan apart ty & * Don’t hide or cross the street between parked thers, i inmate 
cars. a 

* Wear a light-colored or reflective-type cloth- I just have one more comment re- 
.. ing to ensure visibility. garding trick-or-treat, I was thinking 

* Have a planned route that family members it might be easier for parents and 

ein. f children to have dinner if trick-or- 


: treat was moved to 6 or 6:30 I 
* Carry and use a flashlight. Do not use open is not reall tel ape 
fires or candles. y any darker than it is at 


5:30/p.m., and it would allow 
* Only visit homes with a porch light on. to get a decent meal into thainadae? 
* Accept treats at the door. Never goina 


a costume dance on the same 
night (which should be on a 
weekend night), so our young- 
sters can enjoy the evening 
without fear of being knocked 
down for a piece of candy! — 
And one hour is long enough 
(5:30 to 6:30). I mean, how much 
candy do our kids need? Or how 
much can others afford to hand 
out!? Let’s try to make trick-or- 
treat fun and safe for our chil- 
dren. I know my kids were so 
frightened after they were 


I think the people in charge of 
Pittsfield’s Halloween Parade should 
consider holding the parade on a 
Sunday afternoon and trick-or-treat 
on a Saturday afternoon. I think this 


is something to be considere for 
next year. i] 7 +/, Gb 


Fun Halloween 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 
Trick-or-treat night was not a 


y) 


°96 Halloween - 
parade set for | 


Thursday 


Pittsfield’s 52nd annual Halloween parade will 
be held Thursday, October 31 at 7 p-m. 

The lineup for the event had not been finalized 
as of press time. A final organizational meetin 
for parade Participants is scheduled for Friday, 
October 25 at 7 p.m. at Springside House. 

The Parade will begin Promptly at 7 p.m., ac- 
cording to a parks department bulletin, 

Marchers, floats and musicians will gather on 
East Street. The parade officially begins near Park 
Square, then proceeds up North Street, turning 
onto Wahconah Street. The event ends at Wah- 
conah Park. 

In recent years, the parade — which includes 
costumed youngsters, a few marching bands, fire 
trucks and floats — has lasted approximately 15 


minutes, lo/a¥| s é 


stranger’s house. 


* Use face paint rather than masks or other ac- 


cessories that cover eyes, 


cinds of junk food. 


* Be cautious of animals and strangers. 

* Adults should inspect all treats, Don’t eat 
candy if the package has already been opened or 
appears damaged in any way. 


* Make sure all costumes allow/for free move- 
ment and breathing. 10/4 ¥/ g 


lem 


» 


Poor coverage of Halloween parade 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


As a lifetime resident and first 
time float co-chairwoman of the 
Allendale Halloween float I was 
very disappointed in The Ea- 
gle’s coverage of the parade. If 
you get 100 people downtown it 
should be a big event, but to 
have at least 10,000 people show 
up to give support to all of the 
hard working float-makers, 
marchers and bands and then 
only have two pictures, one of 
which wasn’t even that clear, 
and no pictures at all of the 
floats is saying. the parade 
wasn’t of importance to The 
Eagle. 

Maybe The Eagle is sick of 
large corporations like KayBee 
Toys winning first prize, but a 


‘lot of other parents, children 


and businesses donated a lot of 
time and hard work so the 
children of Pittsfield could have 
a Halloween parade. ; 

I know none of these people 
did any of this just to have their 


picture in the paper or win first 
prize, they did it to show their 
children and this city that some 
people can still make the time 
and effort for things that are 
important to the kids of this 
community. 

Maybe if The Eagle and other 
people in this city showed a lit- 
tle more interest in a tradition 
like the Halloween parade next 
year they could get more than 
six floats to enter. It turned out 
to be a lot of work but a very 
fun family thing to do, which we 
need more of in this city. 

MARISA E. PALLOS 
486 Crane Ave. ‘4 id] q 4 
Pittsfield, Nov. 7, 1996 i 


before they hit the mst lye op sit 
5 “« 


it 1S knocked down, that 


think it’s fair, do you? 





Pittsfield, Nov. 1, 1996 


114 


Halloween costume 


they 


wanted to go home. I just don’t 


DIANE M. JOHNSON 


IF & 


AUCH 
winners 


announced by Pittsfield. 


PITTSFIELD — The winners 
of the 52nd annual Halloween 
Parade Costume Award contest 
have been announced by the 
Department of Community 
Services. They are: 

Heather Chappell of South 
Street, a kindergartner at 
Stearns School; Katie Connors, 
Cloverdale Street, also a Stearns 
kindergartner; Anthony Davis of 
Myrtle Street, a 4th-grader at 
Morningside; Dean Gallaher of 
Elmview Terrace, a 1st-grader at 
Egremont; Sarah Hill of Chick- 


ering Street, a kindergartner at 
Morningside; Brandon Lewis, 
Allengate Avenue, a Ist-grader 
at Allendale; Ashley Mazzer of 
Oliver Avenue, a lst-grader at 
Williams School; Samantha New 
of Alfred Drive, also a lst-grader 
at Williams; Kara Potter, Howe 
Road, a 1st-grader at Allendale 
School; Kristin Rogers, Leona 
Drive, a 5th-grader at Williams; 
Adams Ross of Brookside Drive, ' 
a 3rd-grader at Williams; Adam 
Schnopp of East New Lenox 
Road, a Ist-grader at Williams; 
Julia Schnopp, East New Lenox . 
Road, a 3rd-grader at Williams; 
Bailey Spiewak of Merrill Road, 
a 3rd-grader at Allendale, and 
Kristie Tubbs of Bay State 
Road, a special-ed student at 
Crosby Elementary School. 


—=ag 


frightening experience for me. 
Every child was friendly and 
well-mannered. In return I say 
“thank you,’ and hope to see 
you all next year! 
BARBARA BENHAM 
329 Onota St. 
Pittsfield, Nov. 5, 1996 
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| Inspirational tree 


| To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I cannot help but admire the 

| beautiful Christmas tree Park 

Square. I think it is the most 

beautiful tree I have seen, in- 

| cluding the tree in New York 
City’s Rockefeller Center. 

What also makes the tree so 
outstanding is the location and 
the surrounding setting. : 

Congratulations to all who put 
it together. 

NICHOLAS J. SPERANZO 

153 South St. /sd Al 2, 7 f 

Pittsfield, Dec. 16,1996 © 4 © 








Arboretum festival will 
feature tree pruning. 


Ken Gooch of the Massachusetts 
department of environmental man- 
agement will conduct two classes on 
tree pruning during the Springside 
Greenhouse Group's “Springtime in 
the Park, Arboretum Revival Fair” 
next weekend. 

Classes willbe held Saturday, May 
11 at10a.m.and2 p.m. atSpringside 
Park. Class size is limited to 15; to 
preregister call 443-1447. 


ch hse 
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Trick or Treat (H 3182) — With just a few weeks to go before Halloween, a bill requiring that the rite of trick or treating ! 
occur only on the last Saturday in October is still stalled in the House. The measure, given initial approval in the House over » 


ayear ago, prohibits trick or treating on any other night and was proposed at the urgingo? Byoup dak 5 third graders. 





Photos by Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Stat 


Brandon Lewis, 6, was dressed as Elvis prior to last Brett Maloy, 8, also were dressed for the occasion. The 
night’s Halloween parade. Adam Sacchetti, 6, right, and three go to Allendale School. 


10,000 view Halloween Parade 


Politicians, bands, floats 
make up annual city event 








By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A brisk wind 
lent an appropriate autumnal 
chill to the city’s 52nd annual 
Halloween Parade last night. 

Police estimated the crowd at 
10,000, the same attendance 
figure they provided last year, 
when the parade marched in a 
damp chill. It was less than half 
the number of people who 
turned out in 1994 in mild and 
dry conditions. 

Seekers of political office 
worked the crowd, shaking 
hands and offering campaign 
materials ranging from balloons 
to refrigerator magnets. 

A total of 26 marching units 
— floats and bands — wended 
their way along the parade 
route, which stretched from 
East Street to Wahconah Street 
via Park Square and North 
Street. 

The Pittsfield High School 
Band won top honors in the 


band competition, followed by 
Taconic High School in second 
place and the Eagles Band in 
third. 

Prizes of $150, $125 and $100 
go to the respective winners of 
the band and float contests. 

In the float competition, 
“Spirits From the Grave,” built 
by students at Morningside 
Community School and its 
business partner, Kay-Bee Toy 
Stores, took first place. 


Birds from Allendale 


Second prize went to a float 
called “Alfred Hitchcock: The 
Birds,” constructed by students 
at Allendale School. 

An intricately carved and 
decorated pumpkin weighing in 
at 725 pounds was the center- 
piece of the third prize-winning 
float from the Berkshire Giant 
Pumpkin Growers. 

Last year, the group’s float, 
which featured an equally bulky 
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Rachel Colucci, 9, of Crosby School lets out a yell during 
last night’s city parade. | g L 
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a Parade from A 


Costume winners’ 
names will be 
announced within 
a week or two. 


pumpkin that had recently 
taken top honors at a New Eng- 
land-wide competition, won first 
prize. 

Prior to the parade, judges 
awarded 25 certificates for cos- 
tume excellence to individual 
children who marched in the 
parade. The winners, who 
sported ribbons on their cos- 
tumes to signify their achieve- 
ment, will be able to exchange a 
portion of the ribbon for gift 
certificates at the city’s De- 
partment of Parks and Recre- 
ation at 874 North St. 

Winners’ names will be an- 
nounced within a week or two, 
said John C. Marchesi, the de- 
partment’s director. 


% 
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Shannon Terpak, 16 months and of Pittsfield, was in her own float for last night’s Hal- 


loween parade. Chances are young Shannon didn’t finish the parade with her eb wou 


j 
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Tall tree, tall hat { 
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Fonda Furey watches as Pittsfield’s Christmas tree is lighted at Park Square last night. The 


audience sang carols. The 35-foot blue spruce was donated by Warren and Jo 
sons Patrick and Shaun. 


anne Gariepy and 
| 
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Municipal 

' Dozens of city employees — pri- 
narily seasonal and part-time work- 
ts —are poised to receive pay raises 
if the council confirms a tentative 
vote taken Tuesday. 

Without debate, councilors voted 
9-0 in favor of pay raises for a spec- 
trum of non-union municipal em- 
ployees. Angelo Stracuzzi and Jamie 
Williamson were not present for the 
vote. 

Mayor Edward Reilly proposed the 
package of increases, the majority of 
which amount to three percent pay 
hikes. 


with computerization efforts. The 
new salary would be $26,520. 

Other posts slated for raises — 
generally five percent — include: 

e Assistant registrar, with a new 
pay scale ranging from $21,310 to 
$24,190. 

' e Confidential personnel special- 
ist, ranging from $24,482 to $26,751. 

e Personnel technician, ranging 
from $19,015 to $22,278. ae 

e Registrar senior clerk typist, 
ranging from $16,450 to $19,399. 

e Civil defense director, new sal- 


ary $24,595. 


i ses under the Reilly plan from $755 to $2,1 60. _———_— 
ee ies asecond affirma- = of civil defense, 
ee planned forsev- ° eg to law de- 

ral low-wage hourly positions in- partment, 22,600. 
audine ae takers, election day ° Gallery eee en 
workers and recreation employees. _* Inspector 0 ~ ee aa 
Reilly said these hikes anticipate a = ° Labor registration y 
January 1997 increase in the state = — 
minimum wage. 
New hourly wages would include: 
$5.75 for detention matron at police 
| headquarters; $6.00 for head census — 
taker; $6.35 for city hall intern; $6.20 
for seasonal laborer; $9.25 for sea- 
sonal equipment operator; and $6.00 
for playground recreational leaders. 
In addition, the plan calls for pay" | 
ing the chairman of the assessor s 
board an extra $1,000 stipend. Reilly 
“said the increase reflects the added 


{ 


employees set for r 


A handful of positions receive / &City commission clerks, ranging 


e License board chairman, $515. 

e License board members, $412. 

Inaddition the bill sets the mayor's 
salary at five percent above the aver- 
age of the maximum salaries of the 
police chief, fire chief and commis- 
sioner of public works. 

Former mayoral candidate Guy 
Noto, speaking during the public 
portion of Tuesday’s meeting, ob- 
jected to the raises. “Enough is 
enough,” said Noto. — This 
administration’s propensity for 
granting unwarranted pay increases 
needs to be checked.” 


. Noto particularly objected to re- 


cent increases in the mayoral salary, 
which he said has spiraled due to the 
formula. For the current fiscal year, 
the mayor will receive $65,520. 

“I'm not against anyone recelving 
pay raises,” he said, “but this es more 
than adequate for the mayor s post- 
tions = 5) 


aise . 


44. 


| duties of the chairman — currently 1 
- Dick Bordeau. At this time the chair- | 


man receives no salary differential. 


(Us Berkshire Eagle 


1940 


Reilly also proposes an 8 percent 


increase for his executive secretary, ; 
reflecting additional support duties 
for other city hall offices. Specifically, j 
the mayor said the job — currently 1 
held by Jody Phillips — willinvolve | 


ark, Pittsfield. On a sweltering summer 


ingside Park was the place 
he pond at Springside S| 
me fe heat. And it was free. Families packed 
: a picnic Junch and made a sal! of it. 


Springside P 


providing clerical help and assisting 


SOT ane arise 
CITY OF PITTSFIELD 
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 


INVITATION FOR PROPOSAL. 


The City of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, act- | 


ing through its Mayor and its Purchasing 
Agent, will receive sealed Proposals for; 
GOODRICH POND MANAGEMENT- 
ESTIMATEDCOST $20,000.00 
‘ P96-040 
Bidding procedures will be in accordance 
with the latest edition of M.G.L. Chapter 30B. 
Said bids will be addressed to the Purchasing 
Agent, Room 102, City Hall, 70 Allen Street, 
Pittsfield, MA. 01201. These Proposals will be 
received until 2:00pm., May 23, 1996. Any 
Proposals received after the specified time 
will not be accepted. All proposals will be 
submitted in a sealed envelope clearly 
marked “SEALED PROPOSAL ENCLOSED 
PROPOSAL #P96-040”. Price Proposals must | 
be submitted in a separate envelope marked | 
“SEALED PRICE PROPOSALS ENCLOSED 
PROPOSAL /P96-040’’. All general PRO- | 
POSERS may obtain complete sets of plans’ 
and specifications at the Purchasing Office 
after 12:00 Noon, May 7, 1996. The City of 
Pittsfield Purchasing Agent reserves the 
right to accept or reject any or all Proposals or 
to waive any informalities in the Proposing. 
Also reserved is the right to reject, for cause, 
any proposal in part or whole, if in his iudge- 
ment the best interests of the City will be 
served thereby. Wages are subject to the Pre- | 
vailing wages requirement of M.G.L. Chapter 
149, Section 26-27F, inclusive. Attention is also 
called to the “Equal Opportunity Clause” and 
the standard Federal Equal Employment 
Opportunity Construction contract specifica- 
tions. All Bidders will receive consideration 
without regard to race, color, creed, age, sex, 


religion or national origin. 
ROBERT B. TONE, JR.,C.P.M. 


Purchasing Agent 
5-9-96 


——— 


_ |Seeger concert planned 
_ for Pittsfield on Sept. 8 


| Folk singer Pete Seeger will perform in Pittsfield on September 8 —but 


only if a suitable site becomes available. 


| Otherwise the nationally known singer will perform elsewhere, prob- 
ably at the National Music Center in Lenox. 


Seeger’s appearance is the centerpiece of a festival being sponsored by 
the Housatonic River Initiative: ; 

“We havea very strong desire to have him herein Pittsfield,” said Tim 
Gray. “It would be a wonderful event for the City of Pittsfield.” The non- 
profit environmental organization had hoped to hold the concert at 
Wahconah Park. But the Pittsfield Mets, the principal tenant at the city- 
owned facility, are expected to be hosting a New York-Penn League 
playoff game that weekend. __ 

“Tt’s not something we have control over,” said Bob Smith, chairman 
of the parks commission. “The Mets have priority ... we have an obliga- 
tion to them.” ; 

According to Sue Newman of the HRI, the organization wants a site 
that can accommodate at least 1,000 people, a concert, a food fair — and 
is near a branch of the Housatonic River. While the primary focus would 
be to highlight the river, organizers envisiona day for community spirit. 
“We envision a family day, a boost for the community,” said Newman. 
“This is not just an environmental day, but a strong community day.” 

Gray said that holding the concert in Pittsfield would boost the 
community — and help in efforts to highlight the Housatonic. 

“It’s been very easy to bolster the population in south county for the 
tiver,” he said. “But in Pittsfield there’s been a history of neglect and we 
have worked hard to overcome the apathy.” 

At Monday’s park commission meeting, officials suggested that HRI 

consider utilizing Burbank Park instead of Wahconah Park. . 


; 


“I think you'll find this site is nicer than you think it is,” said park 


commissioner Tony Massimiano. The board voted to approve the group’s 
use of Burbank if organizers deem it suitable. 
“Tt sure sounds like a nice concert,” said commissioner Rick Scapin. 
HRI representatives will visit the site later this week with park 
employees to determine suitability. Onota Lake is the mouth ofa branch 
of the Housatonic; In addition, Burbank Park has ample parking and” 
electrical hook-ups for the concert. 


Newman and Gray said that the determination on the site must be i 


made in the next few days. Admission to the festiyal, including the 
concert, will be $6 for adults, $3 for children ,, sf 1 © 


Bee: 
Joel Librizzi | Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Fl in bloom Efiol té 
owers In 
anfl ici i lant geraniums in 
i i left, and Patricia Marino p : 
abate a the Springside Greenhouse Group’s erie gee 
by today and tomorrow from 10 to 4, Tulips ay 2 ke 
for the ‘Springtime in the Park Fair’ going on a 


in Springside Park, Pittsfield. 


A cool place on a hot day 


the intense July sun and perhaps the 


eae ie quartet of Pittsfield residents enjoy 


pre-holiday crowds, 
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a game of cards at the sylvan picnic area near the public 
beach at Onota Lake. 









Tourism’s eggs 
need a stirring 


3s 6 
in Pitisfield 
RICHMOND 

erkshire County’s tourist eggs 

B are mostly harvested into just a 
few baskets. It’s refreshing to 

hear that Pittsfield is thinking of turn- 

ing some of its eggs into Faberge mod- 

els. 

As a consulting firm starts to peer 
into the city’s rather insulated nest, it 
may be time for an informal survey of 
what we’ve got, strictly within Pitts- 
field’s borders. 

No doubt this list could be bigger. 

But here are some kinds of things 
people travel distances to do and see, 
and things that perhaps can spawn 
other events. 

Onota and Pontoosuc lakes. Few cit- 
ies as large as Pittsfield boast not one 
but two lakes as large and lovely as 
these two. Sure, they have problems — 
doesn’t everyone? But think about 
boats with pontoons and sails, fishing 
(even a pier), swimming, ice fishing, 
Ponterril, the view of Mount Greylock 
from Pontoosuc’s pines. 

The National Archives. This new as- 
set has many roots-seeking visitors. 

Herman Melville. He wasn’t prized 
much while he was alive, but he’s now 
regarded as a leading literary light. 
Pittsfield has not only his house (Ar- 
rowhead), with its famous north piazza 
and chimney, but the Melville Room at 
the Berkshire Athenaeum. 

Berkshire Museum. A mummy, a 
one-hoss shay, a Calder toy and an 
aquarium are just a sample of the 
riches here. 

Cemeteries. A skilled sculptor from 
Ireland carved a number of exquisite 
monuments at St. Joseph’s Cemetery; a 
jewel of a mausoleum, recently re- 

stored, stands at the back of Pittsfield 
Cemetery. 

Wahconah Park. A ballgame is like 
the old days at this vintage park. 

Wild Acres. Youngsters have learned 
their chances are excellent for landing 
a trout at fishing derbies held in this 
conserved area. 

Memorials. Memorial Park, the Vi- 
etnam Veterans Memorial on Park 
Square and the Holocaust Memorial are 
sites for thoughtful stops. 

Festival of Trees. Summer, fall, win- 
ter or spring, this Berkshire Museum 
event is one of the best of the Berk- 
shires. The breadth of its draw would 
fascinate any student of demographics. 

Hunting. For deer, turkey or ducks — 
probably squirrels and rabbits, too — 
Pittsfield is a contender. 

Pittsfield State Forest. The azaleas 
need a festival of their own. The dis- 
play, rain or shine, is astonishing, cap- 
ping a forest that offers Berry Pond, 
Lulu Brook, a trail accessible to the 
handicapped, hiking, walking, picnick- 
ing, cross country skiing, camping. 

Canoe Meadows. For anyone who 
thinks Pittsfield is mostly houses and 
fences, there’s Canoe Meadows for 
cross country skiing, snowshoeing in 
winter, bird watching, gardening. But- 
terflies are studied there, swamps 
flourish, the river flows. 

Housatonic River. Winding right 
through the city with two branches, the 
river is mostly a cleanup target now. 

Springside Park. This enormous 
park, recently spruced up by neighbors 
who cared, encompasses flower gar- 
dens, a greenhouse, a pond, trails and 
woods. 

Berkshire Artisans. On a side street 
near North Street, writers write, artists 
paint and sculpt, and all sorts of arti- 
sans exhibit. Across from the entrance 
is one of the murals that have been 
painted on various walls around the 
city. 

Beer. The brew is everywhere, but 
the microbrewery is at, surprise, sur- 
prise, a restaurant called The Brewery. 

Musie. Groups rock, twang, play and 
sing classically. Music is downtown, at 
Pitt Park for the Gather-In, in the mu- 
seum and schools. Perhaps the most 
unusual place is a temple to sound, 
South Mountain, where a chapel-like 
building has focused on chamber music 
for decades. 

Architecture. Park Square is the 
prize, with the former Berkshire Athe- 
naeum, the one-time Town Hall turned 
bank, the First Church of Christ Con- 
gregational, etc. Those 19th century 
North Street facades that are still visi- 
ble are of interest to anyone turned on 
by cornices, lintels and arches. 

Golf. The Country Club of Pittsfield 
invites the golfer with broad, green 
fairways rolling alongside Route 7. 
Then there’s Berkshire Hills, Pon- 
toosuc and GEAA. 

Bousquet Ski Area. Some years, 

. when snow didn’t come and snow- 
making-weather was erratic, people 
who grew up on Russell and Paul’s 
worried about Bousquet’s survival. Now 
it seems like an institution, still one of 
the best places to learn to ski. 

Berkshire West. Just across from the 
_ skiing is indoor and outdoor tennis, 

racquetball, volleyball in summer, aer- 

obics, weightlifting, tournaments. 
Parade mania. Pittsfield loves a pa- 
rade. The Fourth of July parade is on 
the map — a biggie. But it’s no trick 
that the Halloween Parade has become 
a glorious tradition. 

A myriad of things, perhaps a 
hodgepodge. But with a little direction, 
Pittsfield could be cracking eggs and 
dropping them in the pan. The differ- 
ence between hard-boiled and an ome- 
let is just. the method and the mix. 
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skating rink. Firefighters volunteering their time in two- 
hour shifts began flooding the Common Sunday night. 


Common cause 


Lt. Timothy Hannigan of the Pittsfield Fire Department 
_sprays water onto the First Street Common to create 
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Seasons meeting 2H Of Tats 
Gordon Dillard shoots baskets at Clapp Park in Pittsfield while youths in background 
take advantage of the remaining snow to do some sledding and toss a few snowballs. 
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Greenhouse group 
plans fair, plant sale 


PITTSFIELD — The Springside 
Greenhouse Group, in collabora- 
tion with Pittsfield Beautiful and 
the Pittsfield Parks Department, 
will hold its annual fair and plant 
sale on Friday and Saturday from 
10 to 4 each day, at Springside 
Park, 874 North St. Louise Cianf- 
lone, Pat Marino and Val Myers 
are chairing the event. 

The fair is being held to pro- 
mote plans for the Vincent Hebert 
Arboretum. One of the displays 
will be a representation of a 
wooded pathway planned for the 
arboretum. In addition, the group 
has gathered historical informa- 
tion on Springside Park, which 
will be displayed at the event. 

Saturday will feature a wide ar- 
ray of family activities including 
bird walks, tree-pruning classes, a 
bluebird display, beautiful gar- 
dens, a slide show on bulbs, and a 
live “Birds of Prey’ demonstra- 
tion. 

Refreshments will be sold and 
the Berkshire Banjo Band will 
perform Saturday from noon to 2. 
The park’s tulip display will be in 
full bloom for viewing. s~, . 
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Eagles Band kicking off 


free concert series July 2 


PITTSFIELD — The Hagles 
Band will begin its fourth an- 
nual Concert in the Park series 
on Tuesday, July 2, at 7 p.m. on 
the lawn of Springside House, 
874 North St. In case of in- 
clement weather, the concert 


will be held at the Berkshi 
Athenaeum. a 


In honor of the band’s 60th 
anniversary, each concert in the 
series will have a theme, and 
concert repertoire will include 
selections performed by the 
Eagles Band through its history. 
The theme for Tuesday’s .con- 
cert is “A Stars and Stripes 
Spectacular,” featuring Ameri- 
can and patriotic music. Other 


concert themes will be “Show —— 


Stoppers of the Stage and ~ 
Screen” on July 16 and “Salute 
to the Olympics” on July 30. » 


Proclaimed “the official band 
of the .City of Pittsfield” by 
Mayor Edward M. Reilly, the 45- 
piece Hagles Band is a commu- 
nity band of professional, ama- 
teur and student musicians. 
Lyndon Moors has returned for 
his fourth season at conductor. 
Moors, an oboist, is band direc- 
tor at Mount Greylock Regional 
High School in Williamstown. 


The concert series, which is 
free and open to the public, is 
sponsored in part by the city’s 
Department of,Parks and Rec- 
reation. Ab Tb. 


Baseball ump Harrison 
hospitalized after crash 


PITTSFIELD — One of the best-known figures on the 
county’s baseball scene remains hospitalized at Berkshire 
Medical Center following a two-vehicle accident last week on 


West Housatonic Street. 


Joseph Harrison, 77, of Woodbine Avenue was the driver of 
a car that was involved in a collision with a tractor-trailer 
truck in the 1500 block of West Housatonic Street shortly af- 


ter 11 a.m. on Oct. 15, according to police reports. The acci- 


dent closed the street for several hours. — 


listed yesterday in stable condition in the critical care unit at 


BMC. 


Police have been unable to interview Harrison, who was | 


Harrison was a founder of the Berkshire County Baseball 
Umpires Association, and for 35 years served as umpire-in- 


On his retirement from umpiring in 1986, Harrison esti- 


chief for the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation programs. | 


mated that he worked some 1,200 games durjng his baseball 
{ ee ae j 


career. He took up umpiring in 1948. 
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Eagles Barid concerts at Springsi “ 
ringside Park are proving to b 
concert. g to be crowd pleasers. E: i | 
erts has drawn about 400 people. The next free concert will take. place on ee ee me | 
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Help Springside 
realize potential 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I would like to comment on 
the excellent job done in 
Springside Park this spring and 
summer by a handful of volun- 
teers. There was a lot of hard 
work done, and it showed. 
Walking trails that were all but 
gone from neglect were brought 
back to life, foot bridges were 
built over the brooks and the 
never-ending.job of cleaning up 
‘after the many litterbugs that 
strike in Springside was ac- 
complished. The park hasn’t 
looked this good in a very long 
time. Many people, young and 
old alike, enjoyed the work of so 
; ay ; ; ; few. nh 
Ws 0 ° isla eS ; Sadly though, vandals hit the 
Digging with love - By Oo pridge. It’s too bad some kids 
‘Members of Hospi ‘ eo have no respect and try to take 
piceCare in the Berkshi | mai away the enjoyment of others. 

ones work on the ‘Plant-A-Memory’ pardon tats volunteers who have recently lost loved ae Fe Springside is definitely trying 
cated on Saturday at 4. in Springside Park. The garden will be dedi- he | aan to point Pittsfield in the right 
Re * } direction — Springside House, 
the Vin Hebert Arboretum, the 
Springside Greenhouse Group, 
Hospice’s Memorial Garden and 
hopefully the Eagle Band’s Vic- 
torian Bandstand the group is 
planning on building. Spring- 
side Park’s activity committee 
Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staf! has held summer and fall na- 
y DLO ture programs this year, trying 
Who has seen the wind? POS, to bring public awareness into 

Laura Manzi of Chatham, N.Y., and her children, Springside. 
Greg, 10, and Rebekah, 5, look at blowing leaves My question is, when tty 


at Pontoosuc Lake yesterday. The strong wind Ee sake re Paka ae ae 
also generated big waves in the lake. realize the potential they have 
in Springside Park? Let’s give 
something back to the citizens 
of Pittsfield. Developed with an 
old-fashioned style and taste, 
like Victorian street lamps, old 
style park benches, etc., 
Springside could be the number 
one tourist spot in Berkshire 
County, which in turn will help 
revive North Street. Let’s get 
some full time maintenance and 
development in Springside and 
put some pride back in Pitts- 
field. Wake up. 
KEVIN PHELPS 
Pittsfield, Oct. 29, 1996 
The author is chairman of 
Springside nit sats 


committee. jl @ 1 4 
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Mets want new stadium 


In 1-year lease, city agrees to try to build one 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — National Pastime Corp., the owners of 
the Pittsfield Mets, yesterday signed a one-year lease 
with the city of Pittsfield, an agreement that offers a 
challenge: Design and fund a new baseball stadium, and 
we'll play in it for at least 10 years. 

At a press conference and reception yesterday on the 
top floor of the Berkshire Hilton, National Pastime 
President William Gladstone and Mayor Edward M. 
Reilly signed the lease, negotiated over a period of two 
months. 

The one-year lease will automatically extend to the 
1998 New York-Penn League season if the city lives up 
to the following commitments: 

»By Feb. 15, 1997, hire a consultant, for approxi- 


Former Boston Red Sox reliever Bob Stanley has 


’ signed on as the Mets’ pitching coach. Page Cl. 


mately $30,000, to study possible sites for a 4,500-seat 
stadium. 

) By June 15, 1997, select a site. 

»By Oct. 30, 1997, reach City Council and mayoral 
approval for necessary funding. 

If construction commences by April 1998 and is com- 
plete by May 1999, National Pastime will enter into a 10- 
year lease with the city for the new park. 

The other terms of the lease will remain the same as 
the previous three-year deal, which expired after the 
1996 season. The City Council will be asked to approve 


METS, continued on AS 


Top of the Hilton in Pittsfield. 
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a Mets from Al 


the lease when it meets Tues- 
day at 7:30 p.m. 

Reilly estimated the stadium 
would cost between $6 million 
and $7 million. Both he and 
Council President Gerald S. 
Doyle Jr. expressed confidence 
the city could comfortably float 
a bond to pay for the park, if 
state or other sources of money 
could not be found. 

“We want to stay in Pitts- 
field,” Gladstone said. “But we 
need a facility that meets all 
requirements of the team, the 
New York Mets and the New 
York-Penn League. We’ve had 

‘that at Wahconah Park. But we 
hope to have a new stadium 
that will be more comfortable 
for the fans.” 

He later added that the prom- 
ise of a new park was a key is- 
sue in negotiations with the 
city. 

The Mets also announced 
they have renewed their work- 
ing agreement with the parent 
club New York Mets for the 
next four years. They also an- 


number of other teams in the 
short season Class A league 


have built new parks and seen; 


their average and yearly at- 
tendence rise as a result. 

While he doesn’t see luxury 
boxes as a must-have item, 
Gladstone does believe a new 
park would offer other impor- 
tant amenities Wahconah Park 
lacks. Those include single 
seats instead of benches, light- 
ing, more spacious, updated 
clubhouses for both teams, and 
improved customer amenities. 

The city would keep Wah- 
conah and use it as a high 
school soccer and football facil- 
ity, Reilly said. 

While the city will consider 
alternative sites for the park, it 
will look downtown first, Reilly 
said. “It would be another an- 
chor to the most important part 
of our community.” 

The reception attracted a 
healthy crowd to the Top of the 
Hilton, including a number of 
city councilors, Sheriff Carmen 
C. Massimiano and state Rep. 
Peter J. Larkin, D-Pittsfield. 
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Mets owner William Gladstone speaks at yesterday’s press conference at the > 
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’ in 
Season Ss green g tment of Parks and Recreation works on erect- 


i ittsfield Depar 
ae ane ha re ae Park Square late last week. Emergency management and 


public works employees helped with the task. 


nounced a coaching staff in- 
cluding last year’s manager, 
Doug Davis, and former Boston 
Red Sox reliever Bob Stanley as 
pitching coach. 


As Reilly and Doyle noted, 
Wahconah, although a _ historic 
gem, is showing its 77 years. 
Wetlands laws prevent the con- 
struction of a new facility on 
that site and also block needed 
improvements to the annually 
flooded parking lot. And the 
grandstand and outfield are al- 
ready in line for $330,000 in 
capital improvements. 


Gladstone said the franchise, | 


which has played here since 
1989, is in competition with 


other league teams not only on | 


the field, but at the box office. A 
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Never too old to 7 44 


One of Pittsfield’s most ardent baseball fans, 83-year-old | Friendship Tyler Aces coach Bill Dassat, rear left, prepare 
Nato Cianfarini, grabs a rake and pitches in to help Clapp Park for a recent American Legion baseball game. 











40-inch pike wins, 
Carnival derby prize 


Family Day, ice trials list winners 


Jay Condron of North Adams 
hauled a 40-inch northern pike 
through the ice at Onota Lake on 
Sunday to win the grand prize in 
the fishing derby, highlighting ac- 
tivities at the Pittsfield Winter 
Carnival Family Day. ° 

Condron won $50 for his grand 
prize lunker, which weighed 201 
pounds. Since it was a female 
ready to spawn, he released it 
‘back into the lake after it was 
weighed and measured. Winners 
in the men’s, women’s, boys’ and 
girls’ ice fishing divisions each 
won a $25 prize. 

Mike Bessette of Ludlow took 
both first and second place in the 
men’s division with a three-pound 
bass and a 21/-pound pickerel. 


The Winter Carnival Family 
Day, sponsored by the Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee of the 
Department of Parks and Recre- 
ation, also featured sled races, 
speed skating races, golf on ice, a 
snow sculpture contest, snowshoe 
races, horseshoes on ice and kite 
flying. Ronald Przedpelski of 
Pittsfield was coordinator of all 
the events. 


Several multiple winners 


Several youngsters earned first- 
place finishes in more than one 
event. Sarah Wesley of Pittsfield 
took first in the girls’ age 11-12 
sled races and skating races and 
the girls’ snowshoe race; Adam 
Killeen of Pittsfield won the boys’ 
age 6-7 divisions in both the sled 
race and speedskating, and Eddie 
Pezze of Pittsfield won the boys’ 
age 8-10 sled race and speeds- 
kating: 


Auto ice trials draw 34 


Auto ice trials, another Winter 
Carnival event hosted by the Mo- 
hawk Hudson Region of the 
Sports Car Club of America, at- 
tracted 34 competitors in eight 
classes Saturday. Further auto ice 
trials are scheduled March 2 and 3 
at Onota Lake. 


Prize winners in each event are 
as follows (hometown is Pittsfield 
unless otherwise noted): 

AUTO ICE TRIALS 

Front engine, front drive — holts or 
screws in tires for traction: Gerard Michney, 
Austerlitz, N.Y., 1984 Honda Civic, 118.455 
seconds. 

Front engine, rear drive — screws in 
tires: John Fairweather, 1975 Chevrolet 
Malibu, 135.676 seconds. 


via, 


Four-wheel drive — unstudded tires: Alan 


Madison, Chatham, N.Y., 1991 Audi Quattro, 


139.591 seconds. 

Front engine, front drive — unstudded 
tires: Mark Majcher, Hollis, N.H., 1996 Ford 
Taurus, 140.008 seconds. 

Rear engine, rear drive — screws in 
tires: Dave Kosla, 1987 Toyota MR2, 141.543 
seconds, . 


Dune Buggy — rear engine, rear drive — \ 
screws in tires: Richard Handlewich, Sheffield, 


1970 VW Jig, 144.935 seconds. , 

Rear engine, rear drive — unstudded 
tires: Mike Squil, Chatham, N.Y., 1970 
Volkswagen Thing, 149.876 seconds. ‘ 

Front engine, rear drive — unstudded 
tires: Ted Warner, Monterery, 1981 Toyota 
Corolla, 160.270 seconds. 

SLED RACES 

Age under-6: Girls — 1. Anna Wheeler; 2. 
Lynsay Bell; 3. Amanda Aldrich. Boys — 1. 
Nick Duclos; 2. Craig Joseph, Richmond; 3. 
Kevin Van Fleet, Dalton. 

Age 6-7: Girls — 1. Ashley Zaniboni; 2. 
Jaclyn Cadelet; 3. Aimee St. Pierre, Rich- 
mond. Boys — 1. Adam Killeen; 2. Zachary 
Crosier; 3. Jaryn Pierson. 

Age 8-10: Girls — 1. Nikki Wheeler, 
Lanesboro; 2. Stephanie Nailos; 3. Elizabeth 
Goggins. Boys — 1. Eddie Pezze; 2. Shawn 
Smith; 3. Adam Pires. 

Age 11-12: Girls — 1. Sarah Wesley; 2. 
Alyssa Griffin, Lanesboro; 3. Katie Mlynarczyk. 
Boys — 1. John Guest; 2. Christopher Stall. 


SKATING RACES 

Age under-6: Girls — 1. Erica Prentice, 
Lenox. Boys — 1. Travis Killeen; 2. Kyle 
Egan; 3. Michael Griffin, Lanesboro. 

Age 6-7: Girls — 1. Shanna Pirze ; 2. Kayla 
Egan; 3. Aimee St. Pierre, Richmond. Boys — 
1. Adam Killeen; 2. Zachary Crosier; 3. Corey 
Filiault, 

Age 8-10: Girls — 1. Amanda Prentice, 
Lenox; 2. Jennifer Kane; 3. Kristina Kane. 
Boys — 1. Eddie Pezze; 2. Adam Pires; 3. 
Matthew Egan. j 

Age 11-12: Girls — 1. Sarah Wesley; 2. 
Lynn Wesley; 3. Alyssa Griffin, Lanesboro. 
Boys — 1. J.P. Murphy. 

GOLF ON ICE 


1. (tie) A.J. Duclos, Art Duclos; 2. (tie) Tony 

Arena, George Manarchik; 3. Pat Magner. 
ICE FISHING DERBY 

Boys: 1. Luke Mickle; 2. (tie) Travis Mickle, 
Danny Smith; 3. Justin Proper, Cheshire. 

Girls: 1. Rebecca Proper, Cheshire. 
- Women: 1. Toni Farmer. 

Men: 1. Mike Bessette, Ludlow; 2. Bessette; 
3. Phil Green. , 

SNOW SCULPTURES 

1. The Phillips Family; 2. The Depson Fam- 

ily; 3. Jennifer and Stephanie Nailos, 
SNOWSHOE RACES 

Girls: 1. Sarah Wesley; 2. Hollie Roberts; 3. 
Jennifer Nailos. 

Boys: 1. Christopher Nailos; 2. Mike Lynch; 
3. Shea Garner. 

Women: 1. Wanda Prentice, Lenox; 2. 
Gloria Wesley. 

Men: 1. Patrick Barry; 2. Bob Sullivan; 3. 
Shaun Northrup. 

HORSESHOES ON ICE 
1. Nathan Huggins; 2. Lynn Wesley. 
KITE FLYING 

Highest — The Pezze family. Most original 
— The Gregory family. Best appearance — 
The Goggin family. 


Farry paces Pitisfield speed skaters 


Kayla Farry earned first-P/ace finishes in the 222- and 444-meter races 
and a second in the 333 to yin the pony girls’ class, heading the efforts 
of Pittsfield Parks Speed rating Club competitors at the Pittsfield 
Short Track Speed Skatin, Championships Saturday in North Adams. 

Finishing right behing Parry was her teammate Amanda Flynn, first 
in the 333 and second j, the 222 and 444. The event attracted 85 skat- 


ers. 


Other top Pittsfiel¢ cjub finishers are as follows: 


odie hg girls: Sara F* 4 overall, 1st 222, 2nd 111, 2nd 333; Hilary Smith, Std in 114, 


‘ Masters men’s B:" —»,Bartolo (club president), 2nd in 50¢. 
Novice: Joey Fly =, boys’ 111, 222, 333; Melissa Mendes, ‘st girls’ 111, 222, 2 RY 
y > = 


Speed skating at N. Adams tomorrow 


The Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee will host its annual short 


track speed skating championships tomorrow beginning at noon at the 


Vietnam Veterans Memorial Rink in North Adams. 

About 100 skaters from New England, New York and New Jersey are 
expected to take part, according to event chairman Carl E. Peaslee of 
Pittsfield. Admission is free. 


Speed skating club meeting Tuesday 


The Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club has scheduled an organi- 
zational meeting Tuesday at 7 p.m. at Springside House, 874 North 
St. Students and adults are welcome at the meeting, where plans 
for the coming season will be discussed. Skating skills are not 
necessary. - 

Club coach Bill Farry will direct. practice sessions. Practices will 
be at the Pittsfield Boys’ and Girls’ Club Tuesdays from 7:15 to 8:15 


p.m. and Sundays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. beginning Oct. 8. 
Information: Pat Peaslee, 443-3466. ? A ry ties 
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Photo by Robert Shartrand 
Bridget Coulter is shown after being crowned Winter Car- 
nival queen at coronation ball Friday. 


Coulter named queen 
of 51st Winter Carnival 


PITTSFIELD — Bridget Coulter 
of Pittsfield was crowned as Win- 
ter Carnival queen Friday night 
before a capacity crowd at the 
Itam Lodge by outgoing carnival 
queen Melanie Shartrand. Mo- 
ments before, Jennifer Wager of 
Pittsfield was crowned. lady-in- 
waiting by outgoing lady-in- 
waiting Christina Hyde. 

Coulter, 17, the daughter of Tom 
and Pat Coulter, is a senior at St. 
Joseph’s High School, where she 
is captain of the cross country and 
swim teams, president of the 
Student Council and house leader 


in peer education. She was in-: 


volved in the Model Congress 
program, attended Girls State and 
was a Girls Nation finalist. She 
has also won the Jewish American 
Classmates Today, Neighbors 
Tomorrow Award and was the 
school winner of the Voice of 
Democracy Contest. Her escort 
was Shaun Chapman. 

Wager, 16, is the daughter of 
Christina Wager of Peck’s Road 
and Arnold Wager of Crane Ave- 
nue. A junior at Taconic High 
School, she is a member of the 
Pep Club and Students Against 
Driving Drunk and is a _ cheer- 
leader. She is a volunteer at 
Berkshire Medical Center. Wager 
was escorted by Matthew Talis. 

Melissa Gromacki, who sold the 
most Winter Carnival buttons dur- 
ing this year’s contest, 2,154, re- 
ceived a cash award and a trip 
donated by Greylock Federal 
Credit Union. 


In all, the 11 contestants sold 
12,450 buttons for a gross income 
of $6,225. This money helps sup- 
port the carnival events conducted 
annually by the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee of the Départ- 
ment of Parks and Recreation. 
The money also goes toward con- 
tributions for local competitors 
who are competing on the state, 
regional, and national levels. 


Marissa Derby was chosen Miss 
Congeniality by the contestants. 
She was awarded a special re- 
membrance. 


Larry Kratka of Boogie Buggy 
provided music for dancing. 
Laurie A, Mantegari was ball 
chairwoman and Tonia M. Poli- 
doro was queen chairwoman, An- 
thony Riello was master of cere- 
monies, while judges for the 
queen’s contest were Tony Car- 
nevale, director of public affairs 
for the Department of Correction 
in Boston; Pamela Roberts, owner 
of Roberts & Flint Realty in 
Lenox, and Gene Shalit of NBC- 


TV’s “Today” show. Pe) [ ( a (or 4, 


Osceola Playground ski Nas 


Family Day ¢ Sunday, 





Burbank Park, Onota Lake 


° Ice Fishing Derby Registration 
* Ice Fishing Derby* ($2 entry) 
* Skating & Sled Race Registration 


7:30 - 11 a.m. 
7am.-3p.m. - 
11a.m.- 12:30 p.m. 


» Sled Races* 1 p.m. , 

e Skating Races* 5 2 p.m. 

° Golf On Ice Tournament* ($1 entry) noon - 3 p.m. 
¢ Snow Sculpture Competition* noon - 3 p.m. 
e Wagon Rides noon - 4 p.m. 
¢ Fire Department Fire Truck : -. noon-4 p.m. 
° Bonfire noon - 4p.m. 
¢ Ice Sculpture Demonstration noon - 4 p.m. 

_ ¢ Snowshoe Races” 2:30-3:30 p.m. 

¢ Kite Flying Contest* noon - 4p.m. 


“Awards for winners 
All events free of charge, except $2 fee for adult entrants in the Ice 
Fishing Derby. ‘ : 







Family Day is sponsored 
by the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee. 


- Auto ice trials this weekend called off 


+ The Pittsfield Winter Carnival automobile ice trials scheduled for 
Saturday and Sunday on Onota Lake have been canceled due to poor 
lake access conditions and open water areas through the ice in the vi- 
cinity of Controy Pavilion. 
‘ Moving water currents and springs are likely causes for the openings 
in the ice, which is more than a foot thick otherwise. The event com- 
mittee inspected the lake this past Sunday. 
' A similar event was held Feb. 10 with 34 entrants. 

The automobile ice trials will not be rescheduled this year, leaving 
only the toboggan races to be held, conditions permitting, said Clark W. 


Nicholls, event chairman. cs df AY) & Pa 9 js 


Ace not yet safe 
_ for recreation, 


Fire Dept. warns 


| PITTSFIELD — Despite deep 

| snow and a week of frigid tem- 
x peratures, area lakes may not be 
‘ ' safe for ice-loving sportsmen, a 
Pittsfield fire captain warned yes- 
terday. 

Actually, it’s the heavy snows 
that could prevent the formation 
of ice thick enough to allow for 
safe recreation, according to Fire. 
Capt. Richard V. Marchetto. 

“When you get all this snow on 
there, it’s like an insulator,” 
Marchetto said. “We’ve had pretty | 
cold weather recently and I’m sure © | 
it’s added inches, but it’s deceiv- 
ing.” 

The captain said one rule of: 
thumb is five nights at 10 below 
yields 2 inches of ice. 

While the depth of ice may be a 
great as 8 inches in some places, it 
can be much less in spots. And 
with the snow cover, there’s no 
way to tell. 

“People should not be driving 


out on the oe a PC he 


tow in operation today 
PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of parks & Recreation has 
announced that the children’s ski 
tow at Osceloa Playground will be 
in operation today, from 1 to 5 
p.m. and Monday, also from 1 to 5. 
Further information is available 


' from the Department of Parks & 


Recreation at 499-9343.) -) 7-7 (> 
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available this weekend 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced that the children’s ski 
tow at Osceola playground will be 
in operation tomorrow and Sunday 
from 1 to 5 p.m. : 

Further information may be ob- 
\ tained from the Department of 
. Parks and Recreation at 499-9343 
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Winter Carnival 
x-country ski 


race postponed 


PITTSFIELD — The ef- 
fects of the January thaw 
and Friday’s storm have 
forced postponement of the 
Pittsfield Winter Carnival ” 
freestyle cross country ski 
race that had been .sched- 
uled today at Pittsfield State 
Forest. 

After a course inspection 
yesterday, race organizer 
Dennis Barry said downed 
tree limbs, hi water and 
poor trail conditions made it 
impossible to prepare the | 
course for today. | 

The event has been re- | 
scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 
11. Registration is still 
scheduled at 9 a.m. at the 






Saturday. : 










the race. 





guardian. 










Pittsfield City Ski Mee 
is Saturday at Bousquet 


PITTSFIELD — The City Ski Meet sponsored by the Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee Inc. of the Department of Parks and 
Recreation is scheduled for 10 a.m. at the Bousquet Ski Area on 








Family Day at Onota 


delayed for lack of ice 


PITTSFIELD — Family Day, which had been scheduled for 
Sunday at the Controy Pavilion, has been rescheduled for Sunday, 


Feb. 11, because of the lack of snow and ice at Onota Lake. 


The gala event is one of .he highlights of the 51st annual Winter 


Carnival. 


The race will consist of an easy giant slalom and is open to boys 
and girls 13 and-younger from Pittsfield and abutting towns. : 
Trophies will be awarded to the top three finishers for experi- 
enced and inexperienced racers, boys and girls, for age categories 
7 and under, 8-10, and 11-13. 
Entry forms are available at the Department of Parks and Rec- 
reation office at 874 North St. or at the ski area up to the time of 


All participants must have entry blanks signed by a parent or 


Further information may be obtained from the Department of 
Parks and Recreation at 499-9343 or Dave Melle at 684-3050. 
The Winter Sports Committee will hold a meeting Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m. at Springside’ House, 874 North St. 
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A Carnival ae | | 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Best of luck to the 51st Winter 
Carnival queen contestants. Do 
you think before the year 2000 the 
Ttam Lodge will consider having 
Winter Carnival kings? It would 
intrigue me to see the king con- 
testants being judged based~ on 
their “poise, appearance, person- 
ality, expression and their under- 
standing of the Winter: Carnival 
activities.” : 

Or maybe it’s time the Itam 
stopped exploiting women, and 
found a new fundraiser! 

ELLEN GRAHAM 
Golden Hill Road 
Lenox Dale, Jan. 5, 1996 
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Let kings reign in winter 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


This is in regards to Ellen Gra- 
ham’s letter Monday,' Jan. 8. Did 
she not read the correction in Jan. 
6’s paper stating ITAM Lodge is 
not sponsoring this year’s Winter 
Carnival Queen Contest? The 
Pittsfield Winter Carnival is spon- 
sored by the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee Inc. of the De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation. 


‘The Winter Sports Committee 
works very hard every year to 
bring winter sports to our children 
in Berkshire County. We not only 
sponsor a queen’s contest but also 
have winter activities throughout 
the months of January and Feb- 
Truary such as toboggan races, 
cross-country skiing races, skating 
and, of course, Family Day on 
Onota Lake which gets local fami- 
lies out together for a day of win- 
ter fun. 


The queen contest, which has 
been a tradition for 51 years, is not 
a beauty contest, but a contest 


where local young women can be- 
come involved with their commu- 
nity and be made aware of the 
history and tradition that have 
been carried out for the past 51 
years. The contestants work very 
hard to sell buttons, our main 
source of revenue since we're a 
non-profit organization, so that we 
can carry on year to year and offer 
our children and their - families 
‘winter activities. 

If Ms. Graham is so interested 
in offering a “Kings Contest,” 
perhaps she’d like to offer her 
services and suggestions at one of 


our weekly meetings, held every 


Wednesday at The Springside 
House on North Street at 7:30 p.m. 
We would look forward to meeting 
her and would greatly welcome 
new ideas for Winter Carnival. _ 
BARBARA PRZEDPELSKI 
4 Irwin St. 
Lanesboro, Jan. 8, 1996 
The writer is secretary of the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Com- 
mittee Inc, 


Organizers are hoping that weather conditions will improve 
enough by Feb. ‘11 to allow Family Day to be held. All registration 
information and times will remain the same as previously an- 
nounced, according to a press release from the Department of 
Parks and Recreation. 

Further information about Family Day may be obtained by call- 
ing the Recreation Department at 499-9343 or Barbara Przedpelski 
at 443-1617. [Pas 


state »orest ski lodge, with 
racing, to begin at 10 am. 
There is no registration, fee. | 
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Family Day features winter events 


“Super Sunday” willbe celebrated 
Pittsfield-style this weekend as the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee 
sponsors its annual Family Day at 


Burbank Park. e Ice Fishing Derby Registration 7:30 - 11 a.m. 
The Frank Controy Pavilion at | ° Ice Fishing Derby” ($2 entry) 7a.m.-3 p.m. 
Onota Lake will be the headquarters | ° Skating & Sled Race Registration 11 a.m.-12:30p.m. 
for numerous free activities Sunday | ° Sled Races" s 1 p.m. 
from noon to 4 p.m., with an ice | ° Skating Races : 2 p.m. 
fishing derby beginning at 7 a.m. * Golf On Ice Tournament’ (S1 entry) noon - 3 p.m. 
In addition to competitive activi- | ° Snow Sculpture Competition noon - 3 p.m. 
ties ranging from skating to kite-fly- | ° Wagon Rides noon - 4 p.m. 
ing, there willbe freeballoons, wagon | ° Fire Department Fire Truck noon - 4p.m. 
rides and possibly a hot air balloon | * Bonfire ; noon - 4 p.m. 
ride. The Pittsfield Fire Department | ° Ice Sculpture Domonstaner neep = p.m. 
willhavea fire engineondisplay.All | ° Snowshoe Races 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
children entered in the various ac- | * Kite Flying Contest" noon - 4 p.m. 


tivities will receivea free hot dog and 
hot chocolate. 

Categories for prizes in the ice fish- 
ing derby will include a grand prize 
for largest fish; 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
for men, women, boys & girls; and 
largest fish of any species for each 
division. All fish, regardless of size, 
should be brought in for weighing 
and measuring by 3 p.m. Only one 
prize per person will be allowed. Bill 
Morehouse will be chairman of the 
derby, which will have a $2 entry fee 
for adults. Children will be free of 
charge. Registration will take place 
between 7 and 11 a.m. 

Sled and skating races will begin 
at 1 & 2 p.m, respectively. Any type 
skates will be allowed but only plas- 
tic sleds. Age groups for the two 
events will be 11 & 12,8 to 10,6 &7 
and under 6. Inthe under 6age groups 
in the sled races, children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

Registration for sliding and skat- 
ing will be from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Entry blanks will be available at the 
Controy Pavilion at 11 a.m. on Sun- 
day. Ribbons and trophies will be 
awarded in each division. The ice 
skating races will be under the direc- 
tion of Carl Peaslee. Sled races willbe 
under the direction of Dave Melle. 





*Awards for winners 
All events free of charge, exc 


ept 
Fishing Derby. j 





At noon, a golf on ice tournament 
will begin. Registration will take 
place at the pavilion. 

A snow sculpturing contest for 
families and organizations will be- 
gin at noon. A cash prize will be 
awarded for first place and trophies 
for 2nd and 3rd place winners. In 
addition to the amateur snow sculpt- 
ing, Richie Powers of Enticing Sculp- 
tures will provide ice sculpture dem- 
onstrations. 

Snowshoe races and a kite flying 
contest are also planned. Snowshoe 
races are scheduled for 2:30 p.m. and 
kite flying will run throughout the 
afternoon. 

Access to the event must be made 
via Lakeway Drive entrance to 


Burbank Park off Valentine Road. 
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Family Day * Sunday, Jan. 28 


Burbank Park, Onota Lake 


















$2 fee for adult entrants in the Ice 


Absolutely no one will be allowed in 
the Pecks Road entrance. 

Berkshire Ambulance will be on 
hand for first aid assistance. 

Family Day is sponsored by the 
all-volunteer Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee, associated with the De- 
partment of Parks & Recreation. The 
event is one of several included as 
part of the group’s 51st annual win- 
ter carnival. 

In other winter carnival news, the 
family cross country ski meet origi- 
nally scheduled for this past Sunday 
has been rescheduled for Sunday, 
February 12. 

For additional informationregard- 
ing Family Day, call the Parks De- 
partment at 499-9343 or Barb 
Przedpelski at 443-1617. 
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Winter pleasure 


Twins Cary, left, and Brian Evangelisto, 
winter sky. 


Winter Carnival cross country Jan. 21 


The Pittsfield Winter Carnival freestyle cross country ski race has 
been scheduled for Sunday, Jan. 21, at the Pittsfield State Forest. 

Registration begins at 9 a.m, at the state forest ski lodge for the fun, 
five-kilometer freestyle race, which features staggered starting times. 
The event is d signed to appeal to families as well as racers. There is no 
registration fee. Racing will begin at 10 a.m., and a one-kilometer fun 
race for young children will follow. 

There will be competition in age and gender divisions, with trophies 
and ribbons for top finishers and a $50 gift certificate from Plaine’s Bike 
Golf Ski Shop for the overall men’s and women’s winners. 

Free T-shirts will be given to the first 25 skiers who reg ster. There 
will be no pre-registration. 

The race is sponsored by the Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee Inc., 


| é of the Department of Parks & Recreation. Further information is avail- 
able from Dennis Barry (499-7697) or Dave Drugmand (623-6651), | y 1a | 
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Carnival toboggan races «'°“ 


scheduled at Bousquet 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival toboggan . races 
will be held Sunday at Bousquet 
Ski Area on the area located to the 
left of the snow tubing hill. The 


original . location, Osecola. Park, 


had to be changed: — : 
The free event will be held from « 
noon to 4 p.m.,; with registration to. - 
be held at the ski area from. 10)/t 
11:30 a.m. yet / i 


é 


] 
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9, make their way up the hill at Clapp Park in Pittsfield under a dramatic 
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Winter Carnival | 
ball to be chaired 
by Mantegari 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee Inc. has 
announced that Laurie A. Man- 


tegari has been named chair-. | 


woman of the annual queen’s 

coronation ball to be held on 

Friday, Feb. 9, at the Itam Lodge. 
Police Capt. Anthony Riello will 


be. master of ceremonies at the | 


event. . 

Dance music will be provided by 
Larry Kratka of Boogie Buggy 
from 9 to 1. 

The ball is a culmination of the 
annual contest sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee of the Department of Parks 
and Recreation. 

Queen contestants who have 
sold the required number of car- 
nival buttons during the three 
weeks of button sales will be in- 
terviewed by a panel of three out- 
of-town judges. The judges will | 
select the 1996 Winter- Carnival 


Family Day set Sunday 
as part of Winter Carnival 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee of the’ 


Department of Parks and Recreation will sponsor the 51st annual 


Winter Carnival Family Day on Sunday from noon to 4 at the 
Controy Pavilion, Onota Lake. 


The event previously had been scheduled for Jan. 28, but had to 
be postponed because of weather and ice conditions. Times for 
events announced earlier remain the same. 

Organizers have added a horseshoe on ice tournament and dog 
sled rides to the schedule of free activities. Radio station WBEC 


will - on hand for a live broadcast and giveaways during the 
event. 


A free balloon will be given to each child, and free hot dogs and 
hot chocolate will be provided to all children entered in competi- 
tions. Refreshments will be available. 


Further information may be obtained by contacti 
Przedpelski at 443-1617. ir, nee 


The schedule follows. Events for which prizes will be awarded to 
winners are marked with an asterisk. 
Ice fishing derby registration 
Ice fishing derby* 7-3 
Skating and sled race registration 11-12:30 
Horseshoe registration 4 1 
Sled races* 2 
Skating races* 


Golf on Ic ig 2 
e Tournament noone3 


7:30-11 


Winter Carnival ski race 


Sunday shifted to Becket 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Winter Carnival cross country ski 
race, originally scheduled Jan. 21 at the Pittsfield State Forest and 
then rescheduled for this coming Sunday, has been moved again. 

_ The race is still scheduled for Sunday at 10 a.m., but because of 
inconsistent snow conditions at the state forest, it has been shifted 
to Canterbury Farm Ski Touring Center in Becket, race organizer 
pee Barry of Pittsfield has announced. 

e snow at the state forest “is too thin for racing,” i 
and [Canterbury] offered use of their place.” Dn ae 

Registration is still free for the five-kilometer freestyle race 
which offers $50 gift certificates from Plaine’s to the top overall 
male and female finishers. Trophies and ribbons will be awarded 
to top finishers in several age and gender divisions. Free T-shirts 
will be given to the first 25 who register. There is no preregistra- 
tion. Registration begins at the race site at 9 a.m. After the 10 a.m. 


mass start for the five-kilometer race, there will be a one- 


kilometer fun race for children. 

Canterbury Ski Touring Center is located just off Route 8, near 
the intersection of Route 8 and Washington Mountain Road, about 
a mile east of the general store in Becket. It’s about a 15-minute 
ride from Burgner’s Farm store in Pittsfield, Barry said. Further 


queen and lady-in-waiting. 

Tickets are available at the 
Parks Department office at 874 
North St. and are $5 per person. 


Reservations are suggested; tables | 
ill seat 8 people. /2, D a) p 


Sledding for youngsters made up part of yesterd. 


Many warm to winter 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Snow sculpture contest* 
Wagon rides 
Fire truck 


Bonfire 


Ice sculpture demonstration 
Snowshoe races* 
Kite-flying contest" 


PITTSFIELD — Between all the bright 


snowsuits and the colorful balloons, 


the 


Winter Carnival Family Day was 2 cheerful 


event yesterday as 


hundreds of people 


bundled up and headed to Onota Lake for 


the 51st annual outing. 


Though the temperatures were actually 
mild yesterday afternoon and the sun came 
in and out, the wind plowing off the lake 


made the Controy Pavilion a fairly 
place to be. ; 


Winter horseshoes 


brisk 


Nonetheless, people played. horseshoes on 
the lake, participated in the ice fishing 


derby, enjoyed dog sled and wagon 


rides 


and competed in such. winter events as 


skating, sledding and snowshoeing, 


“Tf think it’s going really well,” said Ron- 


ald Przedpelski, who has headed the 


city’s 


annual winter festival for the last several 
years. “We had a real mix of weather all 


day.” 
Actually, the weather can make or 


break 


A179 


the Winter Carnival. Last year, the event 
took place in arctic-like temperatures, which 
kept the crowd down. This year, it was gor- 
geous at 7 a.m. for the start of the ice- 
fishing derby, with 43 people registering to 
articipate. 
: But a later in the morning, it had turned 
gloomy with a threat of snow, keeping down 
the size of the crowds, Przedpelski said. 
“But it’s a good turnout and it’s been a 
great day,” he said. “We've got a lot of tro- 
ies to:give away.” 
mee: OF the Hepes features of the 5ist 
annual Winter Carnival Family Day were 
the dog sled rides provided by a team from 
Savoy which is itself a heartwarming tale. 
The dogs are owned by John Armata, a 
member of the Alaskan Malamute Protec- 
tion League, who took dogs that no one else 
wanted and turned them into a mushing 
team. : 
“Is a big recycling project,” Armata ob- 
served. 
There is Apache, the 3-year-old lead dog, 
who could barely keep his rear up when 
Armata got him as a 5-month-old because he 


noon-3 
noon-4 
noon-4 
noon-4 
noon to 4 
2:30-3:30 
noon-4 


(499-7697). 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Stafi 


ay’s Winter Carnival Family Day at Onota Lake. 


fun at Onota 


had been kept in a small kennel. Also in the 
team is Akimo, another purebred malamute, 
who had been abused aS a PUPPY before 
coming to Armata, and Bear, the Hungarian 
guard dog. 

Rounding out the team is Trooper, half 
border collie and half husky, who came to 
the Armata household from the Berkshire 
Humane Society. Half the size and weight 
of the malamutes, Trooper could more than 
pull his weight. When the others want to 
stop, Trooper keeps going, Armata said. 

All the dogs were rescued from former 
owners who no longer loved them. Also re- 
cycled for the project were old Jlawn chairs, 
skis and harnesses that Armata turned into 
the sleds that the dog team pulls. 

The free dog sled rides were one of the 
highlights of the day, though the event was 
a little confusing for the dogs themselves, 
Armata said. 

“They didn’t really see the sense of run- 
ning back and forth,” Armata said of the 


dogs. “But a did really well.” 


*) [ [ a 9 ‘ FUN, continued on B2 


information is available by calling Canterbury (623-0100) or Barry 


otis 


Greene, Crane 
top finishers at 
Winter Carnival 


Hunter Greene of Hancock and 
Patty Crane of Lenox were the top 
finishers yesterday in the 5ist 
annual Pittsfield Winter Carnival 
five-kilometer freestyle cross 
country ski race. 


Cross Country 


The event was held at Canter- 
bury Farm Ski Touring Center in 
Becket. 

Greene was the first across the 
finish line in a time of 14 minutes, 
one second. Greene was the men’s 
champion in the age 15-24 divi- 
sion, beating Geoff Christoph by 
more than four minutes. 

Crane, who won a gold medal 
last week at the Bay State Winter 
Games, was the first woman to 
finish the race. Her time was 
15:35, more than 30 seconds faster 
than runner-up Hillary Greene. 

Bill Bacon was the winner of the 
one-kilometer children’s fun race. 

There were 50 skiers competing, 
with the age range from 4 to 58. 

Detailed results follow: 

Age 14-Under Division 

Boys: 1. Justin Bond, 22:30. Girls: Lucy 
Pagery, 37:13. 

15-24 Division 

Men: 1. Hunter Greene, 14:01; 2. Geoff 
Christoph, 18:24. Women: 1. Andrea Lynch, 
22:32: 2. Courtney Nagelschmidt, 23:08. 

25-35 Division 

Men: 1. Kurt Kuehnel, 15:01; 2. Gary Moy- 
nihan, 18:51. Women: 1. Patty Crane, 15:35; 
2. Hillary Greene, 16:07. 

36-49 Division 

Men: 1. Bruce Townend, 16:42; 2. Mario 
DeBartolo, 16:56. Women: 1. Ellen Bond, 
26:22; 2. Katey Grey, 27:18. 

Senior Champion 

Phil Pomerantz, 27:17. 

One-Kilometer Children’s 
Fun Race 

1. Bill Bacon; 2. Zack Ogden; 3. Pat Bacon; 
4. Holly Crane; 5. Rose Pagery; 6. Tyler 
Barry; 7. Elizabeth Goggins; 8. Ben Ogden; 9. 
Timothy Goggins; 10. Jorden Green: 
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Some good skates 3 © | is (Uh 
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Speed skaters in the age 6-7 division are off and moving at the start of their race 

the 51st Pittsfield Winter Carnival yesterday at the Controy Pavilion at Onota rakes 
There was also a cross country ski competition as part of the Winter Carnival. Results o 
that competition can be found on.Page C3. : 












Doel UBL Berner Age ee 
Lynn Wesley, 12, of Pittsfield throws a ringer while trying | 
her luck at winter horseshoes. 


and grinders to make the sculp-.: 
ture. ; 

Inside the pavilion, kids wolfed 
down hot dogs and warmed their | 


hands with hot chocolate. There 


|| F un from B1 


Considered close cousins to a 
wolf, the malamutes are thought 


to be somewhat hard to train, the 
owner continued. “They are very 
strong, and they’re good with 
kids,” he said. “But you have to 
meet them halfway. To me, they 
teach patience.” 


Family loves that ice 


While the dog sleds were new, 
the Phillips family and their ice 
sculptures are turning into an 
annual fixture of the Winter Car- 
nival Family Day. Yesterday, 
brothers George, Martin and Paul 
Phillips and their families took a 
big mound of snow and turned it 
into a graceful sculpture of a horse 
running through snow up to its 
withers. 

This is the seventh year in a row 
that some combination of the Phi- 
llips family has been on hand to 
create something lovely for the 
carnival. As he does every year, 


George arrives canly- 44 ~ cat, 
in hand to scope out tk | jiles of 
snow arranged for the sc | tors, 

Also helping out this yr were 
Martin’s wife, Ann, <) { their 
daughter, Kate, as well a: | jartin’s 
daughter Alissa. Ann Ph ips said 
it takes about four hour | fo; the 
group to complete one of | tg snow 
sculptures. 3 

Another artist was doin | similar 
work in front of the Cor coy Pa- 
vilion, the headquarters | 6° the 
Winter Carnival Family De | | 

Rich Powers, owner of F | ticeing 
Sculpture & Catering, can | 49 the 
event with two blocks | o¢ ice 
weighing 300 pounds ea 1, and 
gradually created a sculi| ie of 
two love birds perched on | jeart. 
The sculpture itself reste on ia 


pedestal. ; 
Powers used a chair saw, 


were a lot of young families at the 
carnival, 
pulled on sleds. 


Throughout the afternoon, a ¥; 
team of horses pulled a wagon. - 


filled with people up and down the. ,, 
road from the parking lot to the ., 
pavilion. 

Children all received balloons,-. 
many of which ended up floating - 
heavenward before the end of the. 
afternoon. 


eo 


with many toddlers -. 





































Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Some good skates | d/ix (Ib 


Speed skaters in the age 6-7 division are off and moving at the start of their race during 
the 51st Pittsfield Winter Carnival yesterday at the Controy Pavilion at Onota Lake. 
There was also a cross country ski competition as part of the Winter Carnival. Results of 
that competition can be found on.Page C3. 
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Lynn Wesley, 12, of Pittsfield throws a ringer while trying 
her luck at winter horseshoes. 


and grinders to make the sculp- - 
a F UNL trom Bi ture. 


Inside the pavilion, kids wolfed 

Considered cl p down hot dogs and warmed their 

wolf, the malamutes are thought bands with hot chocolate. ‘There 

to be somewhat hard to train, the WTe.@ lot of young families at the 

owner continued. “They are ‘very carnival, with many toddlers 
strong, and they’re good with pulled on sleds. : 
kids,” he said. “But you have to Throughout the afternoon, a _ 
meet them halfway. To me, they team of horses pulled a wagon. - 


Fone Dati » filled with people up and down the... 
Ea Dees road from the parking lot to the .-, 
Family loves that ice pavilion. 


While the dog sleds were new. Children all received balloons, - 
the Phillips family and their ice ™&@y of which ended up floating, 
sculptures are turning into an heavenward before the end of the. 
annual fixture of the Winter Car- afternoon. 
nival Family Day. Yesterday, =— 
brothers George, Martin and Paul 
Phillips and their families took a 
big mound of snow and turned it 
“nto a graceful sculpture of a horse 
% & ws through snow up to its 
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ing lovely for the 


he does every year, 
teorge afrives cavly- «1 ~ saris 


in hand to scope out tk | jie of 
snow arranged for the SC | tors. 

Also helping out this ty were 
Martin’s wife, Ann, @| | their 
daughter, Kate, as well a: | jartin’s 
daughter Alissa. Ann Ph ips said 
it takes about four hour | fo; the 
group to complete one of | tg snow 
sculptures. ih 

Another artist was doin | similar 
work in front of the Cor coy Pa- 
vilion, the headquarters | of the | 
Winter Carnival Family De | _ 

Rich Powers, owner of E ticeing 
Sculpture & Catering, can tothe * 
event with two blocks | of ice + 
weighing 300 pounds ea 3, and © 
gradually created a sculi tre of 
two love birds perched on heart. |‘ 
The sculpture itself reste ob ia 
pedestal. 

Powers used a chairi saw, —hisels 
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Family Day event 


set for Jan. 28 
at Burbank Park | 


‘PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield a nominal fee. The food kitchen 
Winter Sports Committee Inc. of will be under the direction of Pat- 
the Department of Parks & Rec- ricia Peaslee. 
reation has announced that the Access to the event must be 
annual Family Day will be Sun- made via Lakeway Drive entrance 
day, Jan. 28, at Burbank Park, to Burbank Park off Valentine 
Onota Lake. The Frank Controy Road. Absolutely no one will be 
Pavilion will be the headquarters allowed in the Peck’s Road en- 
for all activities, which will run trance. 
from noon to 4 p.m. with the ex- Berkshire Ambulance will be on 
ception of the ice fishing derby, hand for‘first aid assistance. 
which will begin at 7:30 a.m.° ha | o 

Categories for prizes in the ice y 3 
fishing derby will be grand prize / 
for largest fish, first, second and 
third place for men, women, boys /" _ January 14 ,1996 

and girls, and the largest fish of | 
any species for each division. All 
fish, regardless of size, should be 
brought in for weighing and mea- | 
suring by 3 p.m. Only one prize 
per person will be allowed. There 
will be a $2 entry fee for adults. | 
Children will be free of charge. 
Registration will be between 7 and | 
11am. 


Race schedule 


Sliding and skating races will 
begin between 1 and 2 p.m. Any 
type. skates will be allowed and | 
any type sliding device. Age 
groups for the two events will be 
11 and 12; 8 to 10; 6 and 7, and 
under 6. In the under 6 age groups 
in the sled races, children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Regis- 
tration for sliding and skating will 
be 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. There is 
no charge, and entry blanks are 
available at the Department of 
Parks & Recreation Office, 874 
North St., and at the pavilion at 11 
a.m. on Sunday. Trophies will be 
awarded in each division. Ice 
skating. races will be under the 
direction of Carl Peaslee. Sled 
races will be under the direction of 
Dave Melle. 

A noon golf on ice tournament 
will be held, and registration will 
take place in the pavilion. Tro- 
phies will be awarded for the top 
three scorers. 

A snow sculpting contest for 
families and organizations will 
begin at noon. A cash prize will be 
awarded for first place and tro- 
phies for second and third. Richie 
Powers of Enticing Sculptures will 
do ice sculpture demonstrations 
during the day of activities. 

Two new events will also take 
place during the day — snowshoe 
races are scheduled for 2:30 p.m.,” 
and kite flying will run throughout 
the day. 

There will be free balloons, 
wagon rides and possibly a hot air 
balloon ride. The Pittsfield Fire 
Department will have a fire engine 
on display. All children entered in 
the various activities will receive a 


free hot dog and hot chocolate. 
Refreshments will be available at 


Associated Press 


Hang on, Slater, hang on 


Shauna SJater, 11, was first up the tow line at Osceola Park in Pittsfield yesterday. 
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Shannon Bell (10) heads a line of racers waiting to head down the hill at yesterday’s City Ski Meet at Bousquet. 






. Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Showing a racer’s form in the non-racer division, Eliza 
Grassy streaks to victory in the girls’ age 11-13 division of 
yesterday’s City Ski Meet at Bousquet. 












Walsh, Hollister 


a L 


pace young skiers 
City Ski Meet draws 31 to Bousquet 


PITTSFIELD — Corey Walsh 
and Kathryn Hollister posted the 
fastest overall times yesterday, as 
clear skies and plentiful snow 
greeted 31 competitors in the an- 
nual Pittsfield City Ski Meet at 
Bousquet Ski Area. 


The race, for youngsters 13 and 
under from Pittsfield and sur- 
rounding towns, attracted 22 boys 
and nine girls. They were sepa- 
rated into racer and non-racer 
categories, who competed on an 
easy giant slalom course in age 
divisions 7-and-under, 8-10 and 11- 
13. 


Hollister, competing in the girls’ 
age 8-10 racer division, completed 
the course in 23.13 seconds. The 
second fastest girls’ time came in 
the non-racer division, where Eliza 
Grassy won the age 11-13 division 
in 24.30. 


Walsh fastest of the day 


Walsh won the boys’ age 11-13 
division in the racer category, 
posting the day’s fastest time of 
22.14, just .13 seconds ahead of 
runner-up Matt Clarke. 


The race is an event of the an- 


nual Pittsfield Winter Carnival, 
sponsored by the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee Inc. of the De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation. 

The annual Winter -Carnival 
cross country ski race is scheduled 
next Sunday, Jan. 21, at 10 a.m. at 
Pittsfield State Forest. 


Top finishers in each category 


yesterday are as follows: 


GIRLS 
Racer Category ; 

Age 8-10: 1. Kathryn Hollister, 23.13; 2. 
Charlotte Deleo, 24.98. (No participants in 7- 
under, 11-13 divisions). 

Non-racer Category 

7-under: 1. Sara Flynn, 28.97; 2. Briana 
Flynn, 50.04; 3. Katie Barnoski, 83.96. 

8-10: 1. Amanda Flynn, 28.83; 2. Liza Va- 
lenti, 32.14. 

11-13: 1. Eliza Grassy, 24.30; 2. Shannon 
Bell, 25.35. 


BOYS 
Racer Category 


Age 11-13: 1. Corey Walsh, 22.14; 2. Matt: 
Clarke, 22.27. (No participants in 7-under, 8- 


10 divisions). 3 
Non-racer Category ; 

7-under: 1. Sean Donovan, 27:77; 2. An- 
drew Barnoski, 51.21. Beat 

B-10: 1. Jason Busch, 23.09; 2. Nicholas 
Roy, 24.87; 3. Brandon Gallagher, 25.87. 

11-13: 1. Pete Zanconato, 22.91; 2. Jo 
Wrenn, 24.31; 3. A.J. Roy, 24.77. 
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Contestants and last year’s winners are, 
Marby, 1995 queen 


Melissa Gromacki, Jaime 


from left, seated, 
Melanie 


Shartrand, 1995 lady-in-waiting Christina Hyde and Mar- 


11 seek title of Winter Carnival queen 


PITTSFIELD — The 51st annual 
Winter Carnival Queen Contest 
will kick off tonight with a dinner 
at the Itam Lodge, which is spon- 
soring the contest. The contes- 
tants and their mothers will be 
guests of the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee Inc. 

Co-chairwomen Tonia Polidoro 
and Hope Mesnig Dragon said that 
following the dinner the 11 queen 
contestants will begin selling the 
required minimum of 1,000 Winter 
Carnival buttons in order to be el- 
igible to compete. 

The selection will be made 
Friday, Feb. 9, at the Queen’s 
Coronation Ball, to be held at the 
Itam Lodge, by three judges who 
will make their selections based 
on poise, appearance, personality, 
expression and understanding of 
the Winter Carnival activities. 

The sale of buttons is a separate 
contest and has no bearing on the 
judging of the queen or lady-in- 
waiting. The contestant selling the 
most buttons will receive special 
awards in addition to the various 
gifts donated by local merchants, 
banks and the Winter Sports 
Committee. 

The contestants will choose a 
Miss Congeniality. 

This year’s contestants are: 

» Bridget E. Coulter, 17, daugh- 
ter of Thomas and Patricia Coulter 
of 83 Lyman St., Pittsfield. Coulter 
is a senior at St. Joseph’s High 
School, where she is captain of the 
cross country team, captain of the 
swim team, president of the Stu- 
dent Council, a peer education 
leader and is involved in the 
model congress. During her junior 
year she attended Girls State and 
was a Girls Nation finalist. She 

has also won the Jewish War Vet- 
erans Classmates Today, Neigh- 
bors Tomorrow Award and the 
Voice of Democracy Contest. She 
would like to become an actress. — 

» Marissa M. Derby, 17, daughter 
of Brenda Elman of 39 Copley 
Terrace, Pittsfield. Derby is a sen- 
ior at Taconic High School, where 
she is on the yearbook committee 
and pep club. She has been a 
candy striper at BMC, was in the 
Springfield Ambassadors Drum 
and Bugle Corps as a color guard 
and drum major, and has been in 
the Girl Scouts. After graduating, 
she plans to join the Marine Corps 
and pursue a degree in psychology 














































































































































field, 

»Florence D. Donnelly, 16, 
daughter of Florence A. Donnelly, 
49 Holmes Road, Pittsfield. A jun- 
ior at Pittsfield High School, she 
has been a member of Proteus, the 
PHS drama society, for 3 years. 
She also belongs to the French 
Club, Students Against Driving 
Drunk, and the Special Olympics. 
Donnelly has been a longtime 
member of the Pittsfield Figure 
Skating Club and helps with the 
-Learn to Skate Program. Her 
plans include college and a career 
in television journalism. 


John and Fonda Furey of 166 
“Madison Ave., Pittsfield. Furey is 


and work with children. She is — 
employed by Wal-Mart in Pitts- 


) Mary E. Furey, 17, daughter of 


Taconic High School, where she 1s 
currently a cheerleader and a 
member of the Pep Club. In the 
past, she has been a volunteer for 
the American -Red Cross. She 
plans to start college in the sum- 
mer and study business. She is 
employed as, an optometry assis- 
tant at American Vision Center in 
the Berkshire Mall. 

D Jaime M. Marby, 16, daughter 
of James and Brenda Marby of 412 
Lebanon Ave., Pittsfield. Marby is 
a junior at Taconic High School, 
where she is on the Peer Resource 
Team, swim team, and is in the 
Allied Health Curriculum. She en- 
joys skiing and listening to the 
Beatles in her spare time. She is 
employed as a cashier by CVS, 
which is her sponsor. 

> Maryellen J. Mineau, 17, 
daughter of R.E. and Christine 
Gustitus of McArthur Street and 
Ronald Mineau of Baystate Road, 
both in Pittsfield. She is a junior 
at Pittsfield High School, where 
she is enrolled in the cosmetology 
program and is a cheerleader and 
a member of the Pep Club. In the 
past she has been involved in the 
DARE Fabulous ’50s Weekend, the 
YMCA-Y-athalon, and has volun- 
teered with the Kids Court. She 
enjoys softball and skiing. Her 
ambition is to own her own salon. 
She is employed by Kentucky 
Fried Chicken and is being spon- 
sored by Perfect Touch Salon and 
Kentucky Fried Chicken. 

» Jennifer R. Wager, 16, daugh- 
ter of Christina D. Wager of 489 
Peck’s Road and Arnold Wager of 
473 Crane Ave., both in Pittsfield. 
She is a junior at Taconic High 
School, where she is a member of 
the Pep Club and SADD and is 
also a cheerleader. She volunteers 
at Berkshire Medical Center, is a 
sales associate for All for a Dollar 
at the Berkshire Mall, and is in- 
terested in helping the homeless. 
’ After graduating, Wager plans to 
attend college and someday own 
her own business. She is being 
sponsored by Jonathan Reid at the 
Berkshire Mall. 

PDanielle L. Whittaker, 17, 
daughter of Daniel and Robin 
Whittaker of 84 Highland Ave., 
Pittsfield. She is a junior at Ta- 
conic High School, where she is 
on the yearbook and prom com- 


yellen Mineau. 
taker, Jennifer Wag 


mittees. For three years, she has 
been a cheerleading coach for the 
Catholic Youth Center. She enjoys 
skiing, swimming and reading. 
Her goal is to become an elemen- 
tary school teacher. She is em- 
ployed by Help-Ur-Self in the 
Berkshire Mall and is being spon- 
sored by the Catholic Youth Cen- 
ter. 


> Diona M. Wood, 18, daughter of 
David G. Wood of 41 Massachu- 
setts Ave., Pittsfield, and Laurie J. 
Grube of 13 Grandmour St., Red- 
hook, N.Y. Wood is a senior at 
Pittsfield High School, where she 
is in the cosmetology program. 
She enjoys baby-sitting and work- 
ing with the public. She is em- 
ployed at the customer service 
booth and Afterthoughts, both at 


Shartrand Photography 


Standing are Kelly Zink, Danielle Whit- 
er, Florence Donnelly, Diona Wood, 
Marissa Derby, Bridget Coulter and Mary Furey. 


the Berkshire Mall. Her ambition 
is to attend a community college 
to study business and to work in 
the cosmetology field. Her sponsor 
is Afterthoughts. 


» Kelly J. Zink, 18, daughter of 
Dorothy Zink of 297 Francis Ave., 
Pittsfield, and Charlie Stackpole 
of San Diego, Calif. Zink is a sen- 
ior at Taconic High School, where 
she is president of the Pep Club, a 
member of SADD and of the en- 
vironmental club, and is on the 
yearbook, prom and dance com- 
mittees. She is also a cheerleader 
and volunteers her time as a 
cheerleading coach at the Catholic 
Youth Center. Her goal is to be a 
veterinarian. She is employed by 
the Van Heusen Outlet Store in 
Lenox, which is sponsoring her. 


— 


a junior at Taconic High School 
and is currently on the advisory 
board of the West Side Neighbor- 
-hood Resource Center, secretary 
and a member of the Madison 
Avenue Block Association, and is 
captain of the Pittsfield Police 
Explorers. Her ambition is to 
study criminal justice and some- 
- day be a detective in the Pittsfield 
Police Department. Furey is being 
sponsored by the Pittsfield Police 
Explorers. 

- ) Melissa L. Gromacki, 16, 
daughter of Susan Galtuso of 
Pittsfield. Gromacki is a junior at 
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Pontoosuc homeowners 


worried by new issues 
Althoughall’s quietnow, residents 





of a Pontoosuc Lake condominium | 


complex worry what the summer 
might bring. 


Three members of the Pines | 


Homeowners Association attended 


this past Tuesday's parks commis- | 


sion meeting to raise concerns that 
changes in the routing of Rt. 7 near 
the Pontoosuc beach may bring late 


night party-goers closer to their win- | 


dows. 
Jeff Nichols said thatresidents have 
enjoyed the rerouting so far, since 


trafficisnow further away. “It’sbeau- | 


tiful for them right now,” he said. 
“We want to keep it that way.” 

The closed section of Rt. 7 will 
accommodate a parking lot for beach 
goers at the south end and the YMCA 
boat house at the north. The middle 
section will be an expanded grass 
and beach area. The residents sug- 
gested that the parking lot and beach 
house should be gated off at night. 

“We're concerned about kids there 
late at night.” Nichols said. “Now 


that we lost all the traffic noise, are | 


we picking up the human noise, the 
rowdiness? 

Commission members will learn 
more about the state’s plans for the 


area. if ys LS aia 
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Take advantage 
of city lakes 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I’m glad to see there is money 
for attracting tourists to Pittsfield. 
, My one complaint is that the city 
never finished fixing the road to 
the Onota Lake pavilion. It’s a 
beautiful place, Onota Lake, and 
many tourists don’t know about it. 
When I went to Montreal, I vis- 
ited a lake front. There was a man 
at the gate, a $5 to $3 fee for 
parking, use of clean grass 
grounds and rentals for canoes. I 
wish the city would pay more at- 
tention to our lakes and make : <a? 
them a place to visit. : . uy 4 = 


__. BARBARA ARPANTE ca Condemned building: The city-owned bathhouse at Pontoosuc 
Pittsfield, April 25, 1996 . oT ‘Lake, which has not been usable for several years, will be torn down. 


AONEE | ¥ : City will demolish old 
restrooms at Pontoosuc 


The city council on Tuesday formally designated the Pontoosuc Lake 


bathhouse as “excess property,” clearing the way for demolition of the 
condemned structure. 


This week’s action represents a belated follow-up to a 1993 vote by the 
park commission, which also declared the vacant structure “excess prop- 
erty.” 

According to community services director Robert Mellace, the council’s 
unanimous vote will allow the city to solicit bids for demolition of a 
structure that “is an eyesore and a safety hazard.” 


Joel Librizzi + F G In response to an inquiry from councilor James Boyle, Mellace said that 


t a 
vy, the parks department capital budget will include a funding request to 
A day at the beach ne construct a new restroom facility at a Pontoosuc site. The new restrooms 


Ashley Stanton, 4, of Pittsfield, plays with a pail and shovel on the beach at Onota Lake may not necessarily be at the current location off Hancock Avenue, how- 
9 By ever. 
Thursday. “The first step is to remove that structure,” Mellace said. 
Councilor Joe Guzzo noted that since the existing bathhouse can not be 
used, “it’s just another abandoned building in the city.” He therefore 
supported its demolition and efforts to erect a new facility. 


Meeting set to get 
ideas from public 


for Burbank Park | 


PITTSFIELD — A public 
meeting to solicit input for the 
Burbank Park master plan is 
scheduled for Thursday at 7 
p.m. at the Department of Parks 
and Recreation headquarters, 
874 North St. 

The consultants, Okerstrom- 
Lang of Great Barrington, and 
city officials will be in atten- 
dance to gather public comment 
regarding future development 
plans for the 250-acre waterfront 
park. 

The public input portion of 
the plan will set the tone for the 
type of improvements to be 
considered. 

Completion of the master plan 
is scheduled for this fall, to be 
followed by the design phase 


over the winter and aha and 


construction next fall. 7} J.) } a 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Statt 
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Retired, relaxed, happy . Peo ie 
William Haskin of Pittsfield, who is retired, relaxes on the dock at Burbank Park. ‘It’s a good place to ; . 
‘If stay home, my wife will put me to work.’ 











Park security guards Jeffrey Rabidoux, left 
Cowlin patrol the shores of Onota Lake. Po! mips 
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Pittsfield awards design contract 
for improvements at Onota Lake 


By Mary-Jane Tichenor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Burbank Park 
on the shores of Onota Lake will 
be returned to a prime recre- 
ation area with an estimated 
$600,000 worth of improve- 
ments. Construction funds will 
be available in July 1997, and 
construction will commence af- 

_ ter Labor Day next year. 

The first step was taken yes- 
terday to rehabilitate the 242- 
acre parcel, which runs along 

_ the southeast shore of Onota 
_Lake. 

« At a press conference in 

: Mayor Edward M. Reilly’s office, 
‘Director of Community Services 
Robert S. Mellace announced 
the awarding of a design con- 





Aim of the project is to again make 
the park a prime picnic, family 
recreation and swimming area. 


eines 


tract to a local firm. 

Okerstrom-Lang Ltd. of Great 
Barrington has received the 
$74,800 planning and_ design 
contract. Craig Okerstrom-Lang, 
who heads the firm, and Jack 
Rossi, senior landscape archi- 
tect, presented the winning 
plan. — 

Choosing a local team was 
“not a high priority,” said Mel- 
lace in answer to a question. He 


will serve as project manager. 
Mellace worked closely with 
City Councilors Joseph O. 
Guzzo and James M. Boyle. A 
committee will be developed to 
oversee the project, the purpose 
of which is to provide a quality 
family recreation area for resi- 
dents and visitors. Both the 
mayor and Councilor Gary S. 
Grunin said they would like to 
see the park as they remem- 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Ss p. eillance in B 
ail illegal activities. Story, Page A4, Higa 
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bered it as kids — then a prime | 


picnic, family recreation and 
swimming area. 

Guzzo said the Great Barring- 
ton landscape architecture, 
planning and construction 
management firm not only 
brought a written proposal, but 
also displayed energy and did a 
lot of preliminary work in 
preparation for the interview. 

The design consultant will be 
required to develop a master 
plan for the 132-acre Burbank 
Park parcel, the adjoining 20 
acres of Conservation Commis- 
sion-owned property known as 
Ramsey Beach and 90 acres of 
city-owned land abutting Bur: 

bank Park, 


PARK, continued on A4 
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A4 — The Berkshire Eagle, Tuesday, July 16, 1996 


Police step up patrols 
in Burbank Park area 


By Theo Stein — 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Even as the 
city and parks director Robert 
S. Mellace plan a $600,000 ren- 
ovation of Burbank Park, police 
officers are already hard at work 
cleaning up the scenic Onota 
Lake recreation area. 

Since this spring, police have 
been quietly cracking down on 
some of the more undesirable 
activities at the 242-acre prop- 
erty, which includes men seek- 
ing anonymous sex with other 
men and drug activities. 

Now, the department is shift- 
ing into a deterrent mode as a 
$6,000 grant allows police to 
devote even more attention to 
the park. 

“Parks can be a_neighbor- 
hood’s greatest asset,” Mellace 
said. “But they can also be a li- 
ability.” 

Mellace clearly believes Bur- 
bank Park, which faces the 
sweep of the Taconic Range 
skyline mated to its reflection 
east on the 600-acre Onota 
Lake, is a plus. But he also 
concedes that the park’s assets 
— it’s scenic, isolated and yet 
quite accessible from downtown 
— attract the wrong element. 


Lewd conduct 


Earlier this year, undercover 
officers conducting vice details 
on park trails arrested six men 
on charges of lewd and lascivi- 
ous conduct and indecent ex- 
posure. There were also reports 
of men. hanging out around the 
lake taking nude pictures of 
each other. 

Capt. Walter M. Boyer said the 
crackdown was necessary be- 
cause the problem was “getting 
out of hand.” 

“T think there’s a mispercep- 
tion in a certain segment of that 
community that public parks 
are there for those types of 
rendezvous,” he said. 

Boyer, who said Pittsfield has 
a large homosexual community, 





was quick to point out that the 
morals sweeps were not driven 
by a bias against the suspects’ 
sexual preference. 

“We're sensitive to that,’ he 
said. “I don’t hold any moral 
code up to other people. They 
are protected by state and fed- 
eral laws. When we started this 
operation, I told [others in- 
volved in planning it] that we 
have to be cautious about how 
we frame the problem. The 
problem is not homosexuals. 
The type of people and the type 
of activity that the park is 
drawing is not healthy for the 
gay community and the com- 
munity at large. The spread of 
AIDS is not particular to the gay 
community. This is the type of 
people who are not cautious 
about their sexual behaviors.” 

He said this kind of activity 
used to be present in the public 
parking lot downtown until po- 
lice chased loiterers out. Then 
they moved to the parking deck 
on Columbus Avenue. “Basi- 
cally what they did was get 
pushed up to the lake where 
nobody bothered them.” 


Pornography found 


Boyer said police are also 
concerned about the discovery 
of adult pornography, with 
children’s faces taped over the 
models’, near the playground 
area. 

“We've found materials on the 
playgrounds that were appar- 
ently left there by what we refer 
to-in-the-parlance as ‘chieken 
hawks,’” he said. “They dis- 
tribute this type of doctored 
pornography just to get a kid 
interested, to inculcate them, so 
they think it looks normal and 
acceptable, which it isn’t.” 

A lesser but no less signifi- 
cant concern is drug activity, 
which park staffers have re- 
ported. : 

In the long term, Mellace said, 
the city intends to make the 
park so attractive to families 
and tourists that it will drive the 
undesirable elements elsewhere. 

The renovation project could 
address security issues by add- 
ing gates and perhaps night pa- 
trols, he added. 

But in the short term, Mellace 
is delighted to see the increased 
attention the department is 
showing Burbank Park, which 
includes regular patrols by uni- 
formed officers on mountain 
bikes and training sessions for 
park security. 


Increased staffing 


The plan developed by Officer 
Glenn Decker covers the park 
for July and August, the two 
months that it’s open. A mini- 
mum of four officers or park 
security people will be on staff 
at all times during the weekend 
and on selected weekdays. 

An officer or park security 
person will be stationed at the 
front gate to greet visitors and 
hand out a pamphlet on park 
rules and regulations. Contin- 
ued undercover patrols will tar- 
get illegal drinking, drug activ- 
ity and sexual offenders. 

“Td like to think we’re turn- 
ing the. . tide,” 
“Obviously, people aren’t going 
to come to the park if they don’t 
feel safe. That’s why having the 


police department augment our 


park security is great. I’m per- 
sonally very thankful to them. 
They’ve given us a lot of atten- 
tion this year and I think it’s 
showing.” 


Mellace said. 
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Burbank Park, with a total of 242 acres, runs along the 


southeast shore of Onota Lake in Pittsfield. 


a Park from Al 


Okerstrom-Lang also will be 
required to: 

») Prepare preliminary--and- fi- 
nal design: plans, based on the 
final master plan. - 

») Obtain all necessary envi- 
ronmental and building permits. 

» Provide cost estimates, con- 
struction drawings and bid 
documents. 

>) Provide construction obser- 
vation services. ‘ 

Sub-consultants who will as- 
sist in the project are Foresight 
Land Services of Pittsfield, en- 
gineers and land surveyors; Ac- 
cess Plus of Amherst, which will 
assist with any access issues 
concerned with the Americans 
With Disabilities Act; Opens- 
pace Management of Great 
Barrington, whose principal is 
Peter S. Jensen, a trail consult- 
ant who has done work for the- 
Appalachian Mountain Club; 
Wetlands Consulting Services of 
Plainfield, headed by Edward 
Stockman of Cummington; Rich 
Kraham of Chatham, N.Y., a 
graphic designer, and architect 
Christine Toupin Hoelter of 
Lenox, for a proposed gatehouse 
and restrooms. The restrooms 
were destroyed by fire last year. 

Among considerations are a 
new dam for the lake, the in- 
creased use of trails for hiking 
and biking, and water quality. 
The mayor recalled that, in 
1966, during a drought, Onota 
Lake was used as the city’s wa- 
ter supply. He and Guzzo re- 
ferred to Burbank Park as “one 
of the city’s jewels.” 


Repair roadway 

The biggest structural hurdle 
will be to repair the existing 
roadway and parking lot, Mel- 
lace said. 

Councilor Jamie Williamson 
said she was proud to be a part 
of the project. She also asked if 
some of the land could be used 
for a campground, which would 
attract tourists who don’t have 
the resources fora hotel. 

“J just can’t wait for it to 
happen,’ said Richard A. 


Sceapin, a member of the Pitts- 
field Park Commission. 

Such concerns as whether to 
charge an admittance fee have 
yet to be decided. In the 1950s, 
the city.did- charge for parking 
lot stickers. : 

A public meeting to solicit 
input from park users will be 
Thursday, July 25, at 7 p.m. at 
Springside House, 874 North St. 
Okerstrom-Lang will prepare a 
questionnaire to see what con- 
cerns park users. 


Budget constraints due to 
Proposition 21/2 cut back staffing 
at city parks in the 1980s, and 
the roads and recreational facil- 
ities have since deteriorated. 

Among proposed improve- 
ments are cleaning up the old 
pumping station and developing 
it into a sitting area, and im- 
provements to the beach area. 


Open space bill 

The Open Space Bond Bill, 
which passed the Legislature in 
January, opened the way for 
park improvements. The bill 


. calls for. the city to be reim- 


bursed for 68 percent of the 
cost. It will be funded through a 
$405,960 Urban Self-Help Grant 
from the state Division of Con- 
servation Services and a local 
match of $194,040 in city funds. 

In February, the mayor asked 
the City Council to authorize a 
bond anticipation note allowing 
the city to spend no more than 
$600,000 on Burbank Park. The 
Council’s approval cleared the 
way for Mellace to request pro- 
posals for a Burbank Park mas- 
ter plan, another grant program 
requirement. 

Abraham Burbank, a West 
Springfield native who died in 
1887, gave money for the park 
to Pittsfield in his will. Litiga- 
tion followed and on June 2, 
1890, the state Supreme Judicial 
Court confirmed an adjustment 
whereby the town acquired 
what now is Burbank Park. 
‘Ninety acres south of the park 
to Valentine Road were acquired 
by the city from the Berkshire 
County Mental Health Associa- 
tion in the 1960s. 


Vin Hebert Blvd. — 


af, 





About 100 tons of 
weeds were pulled 
from Pontoosuc 
this year, Mellace 


Sas 
City lake 
weeds 
continue 
to be 
sobbled 


By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — They look like 
a bad cross between a paddle- 
wheeler and a paving machine. 
But to boaters and swimmers on 
Onota Lake, the weed- 
harvesting craft may look like 
knights in shining armor. 

The Conservation Commis- 
sion recently gave the Parks 
Department approval to harvest 
weeds on the 600-acre recre- 
ational jewel in West Pittsfield. 

But the commission wants the 
city to monitor the weed situa- 
tion to see whether all this 
chopping and thrashing of un- 
derwater vegetation isn’t mak- 
ing the problem worse. 

“Some of the weeds are seed 
propagated, and some can re- 
root from fragments,” said 
Terry Plantier, the city’s con- 
servation administrator. 

“We want to make sure that 
were not having a negative 
impact, that we’re not actively 
spreading what people consider 
to be invasive, nuisance weeds 
around the lake.” 

Parks director Robert Mellace 
said that the weed-harvesting 
on Onota, which started last 
week, will take approximately a 
month to complete. Areas to be 
mown include the two northern 
coves of the lake, the area near 
the public beach, as well as 
Hillerest Cove and the southern 
shoreline. 

The weeds are sent to the 
Silvio Rotti Farm, where they 
are composted. 

The city will spend $30,000 
this year eating weeds on Pon- 
toosue Lake and Onota com- 
bined. With work on Pontoosuc 
completed earlier this spring, 
the machines will work Onota 
until they get all the weeds, or 
the money runs out. About 100 
tons of weeds were pulled from 
Pontoosuc this year, Mellace 
said. 

The Conservation Commis- 
sion met at the reconstructed 
Onota Lake dam Friday to dis- 
cuss the replanting of an area 
where the canal pond used to 
be, to re-create wildlife habitat. | 
The commission also looked at 
ways to mitigate bank erosion 
on neighboring properties 
downstream of the dam. 








Babe Ruth baseball seeks helpers 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League is seeking coaches, scorekeepers, 
umpires and administrators for its age 13-15 summer baseball program. 

Interested candidates are asked to contact the Department of Parks 

and Recreation, 499-9343, or attend a meeting Tuesday at 7 p.m. at 

- Springside House, 874 North St. Board members are also asked to at- 


tend. shia | Cb 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth title series today 


VFW and GE will play a best-of-three series fi i 
é or the Pittsfield 14-15: 
oe Ruth League championship beginning with the first ine 
which takes place today at 5:30 p.m. at Reid Middle School. 
The second game takes place at Reid at 5:30 p.m. tomorrow. The 


PITTS to the organizers of the Gillette Shows/Babe Ruth 
League carnival. As happened last year, posters for the event — 
have been plastered on streetlight poles, telephone poles and 
other unsuitable spots. Promoters of other upcoming carnivals 
and circuses have disseminated posters without utilizing ille- 
gal or unsafe locations. S/a3z /7e 


f third game, if necessary, takes i 
A A place at Reid Thursday at 5: 
Both teams finished the season 16-5 with VFW ae ae 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth meeting Tuesday 


iA meeting of the Pittsfield Babe Ruth Baseball board of directors and 
roaches is scheduled Tuesday at 7 p.m. at Springside 


Bt. | 
| 


‘Pittsfield Babe Ruth signup Saturday 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth baseball program will hold its registration on 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon at Springside House, 874 Nort 


the Holmes Road fire station. 


Sl 1% 


Babe Ruth tryouts today 


Tryouts for the Pittsfield Babe Ruth League’s 13-year-olds division 


will take place today at 6 p.m. at the Common on First Street. 


\ Youngsters born between Aug. 1, 1982, and July 31, 1983, are eligible 
0 try out. There are many openings for new candidates. League officials 


will be there for new signups. 


Y/AS 7% 


ae 874 North 
a & 


St., and at 


Sey 


‘ Tryouts are scheduled April 20-26 at the Pittsfield Common. 


half championship and GE taking the second-half title. 


» Ruth from/C1 | 


New England Regi Ss last 
year without having play in 
the District 1 or Western Mass. 
tournaments, because Pittsfield 
hosted the Regionals. In 1994, 
Pittsfield lost in the District 1 
finals in two games to Great 
Barrington. 

Mount Greylock lost in last 
year’s District 1 final in two 
games to North Adams. 

“We've been scoring a lot of 
runs and making a lot of waves 
with our bats, but obviously 
pitching and defense win 
games, especially against the 
tougher teams,” Greylock coach 
Peter Mason said. “They made 





rundown for the second out. 

“JT just saw him out of the 
corner of my eye,” Palmer said. 
“T was going to throw to first.” 

“That was a little base- 
running mistake by the coach,” 
Peter Mason said. 

After Noonan was tagged out, 
Greylock’s second runner Brad 
Mason was caught between 
second and third and tagged out 
in a rundown for an unusual 
inning ending 1-5-6-5 double 
play. Pittsfield also pulled off a 
4-6-3 double play in the third. 

Greylock took a 1-0 lead in 
the first when Nick Wilson re- 
ceived a leadoff walk, went to 
third on a wild pitch and ground 
out, and scored on George’s two- 
out single to center. 


/1e/%¢ 





But Pittsfield took a 3-1 lead 
in the second with two of the 
runs unearned. Fields singled 
with one out, stole second, went 
to third when Chris Burke 
walked on a wild pitch, then 
scored on another wild pitch. 
Burke scored to make it 2-1 
when MacDonald reached first 
on a three-base infield error. 
MacDonald scored on Chris Ire- 
land’s groundout. 


More Pittsfield scoring 


Pittsfield made it 4-1 in, the 
third when Kevin Daury scored 


from second on a throwing error 
from the mound to first base. 

Greylock got one run back in 
the top of the fourth when 
MacDonald walked Wilson with 
the bases loaded. 

In the fifth, Greylock’s George 
reached gn a fielder’s choice. 
Bayliss then grounded back to ae 
Palmer, but he threw wildly to 
second, and both runners were 
safe. After E.J. Derby flied to 
center, Tondreau walked to load 
the bases and Sam Jennings 
singled down the left field line 
to score George and Bayliss an: 
tie the score 4-4. “J -)5~ § b 


the mistake that got us back 
into the game, but we made 
more mistakes and we paid for 


o. take nothing away from Pittsfield 1 3 fax, win W Mass. op ener, l 0-5 


Bayliss,’ Pittsfield coach Den- 
nis Murphy said of the Mount 
Greylock High hurler. “He had 
my guys off-stride and befud- 
dled. But we bunched our hits 
together, and that’s how we 
scored our runs.” 

Pittsfield scored its winning. 
run in the bottom of the sixth 
when Hebert led off with a sin- 
gle to left. He went to second on 
a dropped third strike, and stole 
third. Hebert scored the win- 
ning run when Bayliss threw an 
outside pitch for strike three to 
Paul Phelps, and the ball got by 
Greylock catcher Erik Tondreau 
and rolled all the way to the 
backstop. 

Murphy said he was trying to 
get Hebert in scoring position 
before Greylock made its final 
error. 

“All you need is the pressure 
to score,’ Murphy said. “It was 
just a bizarre twist of fate that 
he jammed him [Phelps] inside, 
and he [Hebert] was able to 
score.” 


Unusual double play 


After tying the score in the 
fifth, Greylock had a chance to 
pull ahead in the top of the 
sixth, but found itself taken out 
of the inning on an unusual 
double play. 
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Pittsfield Babe Ruth meets tomorrow 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth Baseball League has scheduled a meeting 
tomorrow at 7 p.m. at Springside House, 874 North St. The meeting is 
for board members and coaches. Anyone interested in coaching is wel- 
come. Y- 8-7 te 


Pittsfield iced the win with three more in 
the seventh, again loading the bases on a 
walk to Mazzer and singles by Gomes and 
Elser. Three more singles by Barcus, 
Brendan Welteroth and pinch hitter Tim 
Nichols brought home the runs. 

Kyle Garvey, Galvagni and Elser each 
pitched two innings and Mazzer finished up 
for Pittsfield. First baseman Elser also 
started a game-ending double play. 

“They let a few drop in, so that helped, 
because we weren’t hitting the ball that 
hard,” Pittsfield coach Russ Quetti said. 
‘“WViaybe it was first-game nerves.”” A 
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which scored a 5-4 win over Shrewsbury 
last night. 

Pittsfield spotted Agawam a 1-0 lead in 
the second inning, but took.the lead with 
four in the third, when Dave Galvagni had 
an RBI double and Jeff Quetti, Matt Mazzer 
and Gomes added run-scoring singles. 

Agawam tied it 4-4 with a run in the third 
and two in the fifth, but Pittsfield went 
ahead to stay with its three-run sixth. In 
that inning, consecutive singles by Gomes, 
Elser and Mike Barcus loaded the bases, 
and the runs scored on a two-run error and 
Dan Nolan’s infield grounder. 


WESTFIELD — Josh Gomes and Ryan 
Elser had three hits apiece yesterday as 
Pittsfield made a strong debut in the West- 
ern Massachusetts 13-year-olds Babe Ruth 
Baseball Tournament, scoring a 10-5 win 
over Agawam at Bullen’s Field. 

A quartet of pitchers combined their ef- 
forts for an eight-hitter} and the Berkshire 
County champs mounted a 13-hit attack 
and scored four runs in the third inning 
and three in both the sixth and seventh. 

With the victory, Pittsfield advances to a 
wirmer’s bracket game tomorrow at 8 p.m. 
at Bullen’s Field against host Westfield, 


Babe Ruth sales this weekend 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League baseball program will hold a pants 
sale tomorrow from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Springside House, 874 North St. 
Also, the league will conduct its annual door-to-dogr ticket, sale Sun- 


day starting at 10 sah s 7B /. G é 
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Babe Ruth League seeks scorekeeper 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League is seeking scorekeepers for its 
age 13 and age 14-15 division games. Interested persons should call 
Fran Tierney at 442-4622 or Jim Hassett at 442-3887. lo f y ob 


‘Pittsfield Babe Ruth opens Sunday 


» The Pittsfield Babe R 
son Sunday. ¢ Ruth League baseball program will open its sea- 
y° At Reid Middl ‘ 

{first starting at © School, the 13-year-old league plays three games, the 
ee g at noon. The age 14-15 league begins at 1 p.m. with dou- 
a e eaders at both Deming Field and Benedict Road Field. 
‘A collection for the Jimmy Fund will be held at all locations. 
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Pittsfield all-stars 


“a 
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rittsield | 
13s reach 
WM final 


drilled a two-out, two-run single 
in the last inning, capping a 


three-run rally that lifted the — 


Pittsfield all-stars to a dramatic 
5-4 win over host Westfield last | 
night, earning Pittsfield a berth — 
in today’s championship game 
of the Western Massachusetts | 
Babe Ruth 13-year-old tourna- | 
ment at Bullen’s Field. 
Westfield came back in the 
nightcap to defeat Leominster 8- 
2 in the loser’s bracket final, 
earning the chance to again 
take on Pittsfield today at 5 
p.m. for the championship. If 
Westfield wins, both teams will 


- have one loss, and a decisive 


second game will follow at 8 
p.m. 

Last night, Pittsfield trailed 3- 
0 after five innings, but rallied 
to score two runs in the sixth 


- and three in the seventh. 


In the sixth, Matt Mazzer and 
RUTH, continued on C2 | 


| Ruth from C1 


Gomes hit one-out singles, and 
after a passed ball advanced the | 
runners, Ryan Elser delivered a | 
two-run single. 

Westfield scored in the bottom 
of the sixth to make it 4-2. 


In the seventh, pinch hitter 
‘Tim Nichols started things with 
a single. After an out, Brendan 
Welteroth walked and Dave 
Galvagni hit a grounder that 
went through the legs of the 
second baseman, scoring Nich- 
ols to make it 4-3. 

Jeff Quetti then walked to 
load the bases, and after Mazzer 


popped out for the second out, | 


Gomes, delivered his. two-run 
single up the middle. 


Elser pitched the first four 
innings, Kyle Garvey pitched 
the fifth and Galvagni pitched 
the last two, earning the win. 


y 


With runners on first and 
third with one out, Greylock’s 
Chris George grounded back to 
Palmer on the mound. Grey- 


win opener, 10-5 


lock’s Joe Noonan was caught 
off third base and tagged in a 


All-Stars game postponed; 
will play Westfield today 


The Pittsfield All-Stars 
game with Westfield in the 
Western Massachusetts 13s 
Babe Ruth Tournament, 
originally scheduled for last 
night, has been rescheduled 
for today. 


Monday night’s games at 
Bullen’s Field in Westfield 
were postponed by rain and 
rescheduled for last night, 
pushing last night’s regularly 
scheduled game and the rest 
of the tournament schedule 
ahead one day. 


Babe Ruth 


Pittsfield will play West- 
field today at 5 p.m. If Pitts- 
field loses, it will play again 
at 8 p.m. If Pittsfield wins, 
the All-Stars will advance to 
the finals, which take place 
at 5 p.m. tomorrow against 
the loser’s bracket champion. 
If Pittsfield plays tomorrow 
and loses, it will have to play 
another game at § p.m. ra 

& 


same day. 9) ) q 


GLAS — Joe Miller drove 
ae runs with a single, dou- 
ble and triple yesterday as the 
Pittsfield all-stars got off on vie 
right foot at the state age 14- A 
Babe Ruth baseball tournamen 
with a 10-5 win over Leomin- 
ries MacDonald and Mark 

Palmer combined to pitch 
five-hitter for Pittsfield, Ne 
plays Westfield in the nex 
- round of the winner s bracket in 
the double-elimination tourna- 
ment. That game will be Loe 
row at 1 p.m. at Soldier's Field. 
Westfield opened with a 10- 
win over Schwartz of Worcester 
in yesterday's other game. 


Five quick runs 


Pittsfield, the 
County champion, wasted a3 
time yesterday, jumping ahea 
5-0 in the first inning and never 
heey Hebert’s leadoff double 
got things started, and a single 
py Charlie Flyn 
Kevin Daury 
After two ou 


Berkshire 


walked to pl 


n and a walk to 
loaded the bases. 
ts, Jason Fields 


—— 
State Babe Ruth 
State Babe *“ 


ate the first run, 


drilled 2 bases- 
ie down the first- 


then Miller 
ring tip ! 
bite Bae MacDonald’s RBI 
single capped the rally. ay aie 
Leominster So ae ie 
three runs in its of th st, 
but Pittsfield iced the win ee 
4 run in the third and four 


ixth. 
ean by Fields and a dou- 
ble by Miller ine ae ae oa 
i the sixth, a s 
he ee hit batter Wicd 
alke' fo) 
the bases. Daury wa 
score the first run, Chris Ee 
singled home two ne on 
scored on an © ; 
orotate went the first four 
innings to earn the mi ee 
three and é 
Palmer wen 
nings, giving U 
seventh, strikin 
walking none. 
Hebert had 


nits. >) ek 


p two runs in the 
g out three al 


Biot ie 
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One 


Pittsfield runner Mark Hebert (15) is safe as throw eludes Mount Greylock first 
baseman Lucas Williams in third inning of yesterday’s Berkshire County Babe 
Ruth age 14-15 championship game in Dalton. Pittsfield won the title, 5-4. a b ‘ 


4 \‘ 


Pittsfield’s 5-4 victory 


brings Babe Ruth title; 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


DALTON — Taking advantage of every op- 
portunity offered them, and able to overcome 
their own miscues, the Pittsfield All-Stars 
nipped Mount Greylock 5-4 yesterday to win 
their first District 1 (Berkshire County) Babe 
Ruth 14-15s Tournament title since 1989. 

Jonah Bayliss threw a. three-hitter for 
Mount Greylock, but it wasn’t enough as 
Pittsfield capitalized on four errors to score 
four unearned runs and defeat the North 
County team for the second time in the 
tournament, which took place at Pinegrove 
Park. 

In the two teams’ first meeting, Bayliss 
threw a five-hitter but Greylock gave up five 
unearned runs and lost 8-4. Yesterday, Grey- 
lock gave up three unearned runs in the first 
four innings to fall into a 4-2 hole. But Grey- 
lock rallied to tie the score 4-4 with two runs 
in the top of the fifth after Pittsfield botched 
a potential inning-ending double play at sec- 
ond base. 


However, Pittsfield rebounded to score the 
winning run with two out in the bottom of the 
sixth when Mark Hebert scored from third 
base on a dropped third strike. 

Chris George and Brad Mason each had two 
hits off Pittsfield pitchers Mike MacDonald, 
who went four innings, and Mark Palmer, 
who hurled the final three to pick up the win. 
Greylock left 10 runners on base. 

For Pittsfield, Charlie Flynn, Jason Fields 
and Mark Hebert had the three hits off Bay- 
liss, who walked one and struck out six. 


Douglas is next stop 


With the victory, Pittsfield advances to the 
Western Massachusetts Tournament, which 


takes place in Douglas July 20-25. Pittsfield - 


receives a first-round bye and will play the 
winner of the game between the District 3 
and District 5 champions on Sunday, July 21, 
at 1 p.m. 

The Pittsfield 14-15 All-Stars played in the 
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- Babe Ruth team makes WM finals 


Pittsfield aims to avenge loss to Westfield today at I 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Shutout pitching, rock-solid defense and 
| timely hitting. 
_ That’s not only an age-old formula for 
‘guaranteed baseball success, but the 
| method that carried the Pittsfield all-stars 
| to a 5-0 win over Wachusett yesterday to 
/ earn a berth in the Western Massachusetts 
| age 13-15 Babe Ruth baseball championship 
' finals at Soldiers Field in Douglas.  . 
| Pittsfield, held hitless for four innings, 
| broke through for all five runs in the last 
| three innings and got a combined seven-hit 
' shutout from starter Chris Lahart and re- 
| liever Jason Fields, who went the last 314 
| innings to get the win. 


| Hope to play 2 today 
' With the victory, the Berkshire County 
champions enter the championship round 
against Westfield today. Their first game is 
at 1 p.m. at Soldiers Field. If Pittsfield 
wins, a winner-take-all final will follow 
immediately after the first game. 

After winning its first game 10-5 over 


Leominster on Monday, Pittsfield squan- 


Babe Ruth baseball tilts 


Rain at the wrong time last night wiped out the Berkshire 
County American Legion baseball schedule, plus a District 1 


Babe Ruth baseball tournament game. 


The three Legion games included North Adams at Pittsfield 


Rain wipes out Legion, 


dered a 5-0 lead and lost to Westfield 6-5 in 
the rain on Tuesday. 

The champion will advance to the New 
England regional tournament scheduled 
Aug. 3-9 at Cranston, R.I. 

Yesterday, Wachusett first played Leom- 
inster in a makeup game of a Tuesday 
rainout, and held off the pre-tournament 
favorites 3-2. That earned Wachusett a 
berth in the loser’s bracket final with Pitts- 
field. 


Tied 0-0 through four 


And the game was a beauty, tied 0-0 
through four innings, as Lahart and Fields 
traded zeroes with Wachusett starter Chris 
Martin, who held the Berkshire champs 
without a hit until the fifth. 

“T was going bananas trying to figure this 
guy out,” Pittsfield coach Dennis Murphy 
said of Martin. “I was ready to send back to 
Pittsfield for more bats.” 


Defensive gems 


Pittsfield stayed in the game thanks to 
some impressive defensive plays. 
In the third inning, Pittsfield first base- 





County 14-15 final today; 
Pittsfield 13s open regionals 


man Jeff Daury gunned down a Wachusett 
runner at third base when he tried to ad- 
vance on a single. In the same inning, left 
fielder Mark Palmer hit relay man Chris 
Flynn, who fired to third baseman Joe 


Yannone to nail Martin as he tried to | 


stretch a double into a triple. 

In the fourth, Daury again fired over to 
Yannone at third to complete an inning- 
ending double play after a Wachusett run- 
ner tried to advance after a routine 
grounder to Flynn at shortstop. — 


Bats come alive 


The Pittsfield bats came alive in the fifth, 
as Chris Burke singled, was sacrificed to 
second by Yannone and scored on a double 
by Joe Miller. 

Pittsfield iced the win with a three-run 
sixth. Chris Ireland walked; stole second, 
Charlie Flynn walked and they both ad- 
vanced on a double steal. Palmer then de- 
livered a two-out, two-run single to center, 
stole second, and scored on a single by 
Burke. 

Pittsfield added an insurance run in the 
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Post 68 (rescheduled for tomorrow at 5:45 at Clapp Park), the 
Friendship Tyler Aces at South Berkshire (rescheduled for 
July 18 at 5:45) and Lanesboro at Dalton. The game at Dalton 
got under way but was wiped out in the first inning. No 
makeup date was announced. 

One inning was also played in the Babe Ruth tournament 
game between South-Central and North Adams at Pine Grove 
Park in Dalton. North Adams grabbed a 4-0 lead in the first 
inning. The game will be resumed tomorrow at 5:30 p.m. with 


South-Central batting in the top of the second val ) L 


from C 


seventh, when Fields doubled, 
stole third and scored on a bunt 
single by Ireland. Fields then 
retired Wachusett 1-2-3 in the 
seventh for the win. 

Fields struck out three, Lah- 
art fanned one and neither 
walked a batter. 

Today, Pittsfield will go back 
to its usual pitching tandem of 
Mike MacDonald and Palmer. 

“But if we get a big lead, 
Lahart and Fields could get 
some innings, too,’ Murphy 


Ruth This] a f. said. “Today, we needed arms 


and they came through for us 
when we needed them.” 


DIRECTIONS TO DOUGLAS: 
Take the Mass. Turnpike to Exit 
10. Get on Route 395 south and 
take Exit 2, the Webster exit. 
Turn left onto Route 16, east 
toward Douglas. Travel about 10 
minutes into the center of 
Douglas, and take a left onto 
Mechanic Street in the town 
center. The field is behind a 
Little League field, on the left 
about 100 yards down Mechanic 
Street. Allow about two hours 
from Pittsfield, Murphy said. 


Two Pittsfield All-Star teams will be in separate Babe Ruth 
tournaments today, with one squad hoping to win a district 
‘championship, and the other looking to get off to a good start 
in the regionals. 





Babe Ruth Tournaments 


Pittsfield’s age 14-15 All-Stars play Mount Greylock for the 
District 1 (Berkshire County) Babe Ruth tournament title, 
while the Pittsfield 13-year-old all-stars open play in the 
Western Massachusetts tournament, 

The Pittsfield-Mount Greylock game is scheduled for noon 
today at Pinegrove Park in Dalton. If Mount Greylock wins, a 
second game will follow place at 2:30 p.m. The rainout date for 
today’s game is tomorrow at 1 p.m. If tomorrow’s game is 
rained out, it will be rescheduled for Monday at 5:30 p.m. 

Mount Greylock also reached the finals last year out of the 
loser’s bracket, and extended winner’s bracket champion 
North Adams to a second game before losing. Pittsfield did 
not compete in either the District 1 or Western Mass. tour- 
naments last year, because it received an automatic berth in 
the New England tournament as host team. : 

The District 1 champion advances to the Western Mass. 
tournament, which takes place in Douglas beginning July 19. 
The District 1 champion receives a first-round bye, and opens 
play July 20 against the winner of the game between the Dis- 
trict 3 and District 5 champions. 

The Western Mass. Tournament champion will join the 
Eastern Mass. champ in the New England Regionals, which 
take place in Cranston, R.I. Aug. 3-9. 





The 13s open today 


Pittsfield’s 13-year-old All-Stars, who defeated North Adams 
for the District 1 title last week, received a first-round bye in 
the Western Mass. Tournament, which began last night at 
Bullen’s Field in Westfield. Pittsfield plays District 2 cham- 
pion Agawam, which beat Leominster 7-3 in the first round 
last night. Today’s game is scheduled for 3 p.m. 

In case of rain, tournament chairman Bud Scheller said the 
start of today’s game will be moved back until 5 p.m. If the 
game still cannot be played, it will take place tomorrow at a 
time to be determined. 

If Pittsfield wins, it will play a winner’s bracket game on 
Monday at 8 p.m. If Pittsfield loses, the All-Stars play at 6 
p.m. today. : 

The New England Regionals take place in Burlington, Vt. 
Aug. 3-9. 


oS: 





Pittsfield wins, Nor 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Pittsfield won its District 1 
(Berkshire County) 13-year olds 
Babe Ruth Tournament opener 
last night, while North Adams 
staved off elimination in a 
loser’s bracket game. 

Buoyed by a 14 run third in- 
ning, Pittsfield went on to beat 
Mount Greylock 18-4. The game 
was called after five innings 
because of the 10 run mercy 
rule. 

In the other game, North Ad- 
ams rebounded from a 13-6 
opening round loss to Greylock 
Wednesday night, to defeat 
Dalton 144. The game was 
called after six innings because 
of the mercy rule. 

With the loss, Dalton was 
eliminated from the double 


. elimination tournament. 


\ Pittsfield will host Adams at 


¥ 
% 


Pittsfield 
Babe Ruth 


stars fall 


Westfield, down 5, 
pulls out 6-5 win 


DOUGLAS — For the second 
straight game, the Pittsfield all- 
stars jumped out to a 5-0 lead in 
the first inning of yesterday’s 
Babe Ruth Baseball age 14-15 
state tournament game. 

But this one ended differ- 
ently, as Westfield rallied for 
three runs in the third, tied it 
with two in the fifth and won it 
with two outs in the seventh 
during a steady rain, dealing 
Pittsfield a 6-5 loss in a game 
between the tournament’s un- 
beaten teams. 

Pittsfield, which had jumped 
ahead 5-0 in the first inning of 
Monday’s 10-6 win over Leom- 
inster, will play again today at 
4:30 p.m. in a loser’s bracket 
game. The opponent will be the 
winner of today’s 1 p.m. game 
between Wachusett and Leom- 
inster, a game that was rained 
out last night. The winner of the 
4:30 game plays Westfield for 
the championship Friday at 1 
p.m. If Westfield loses the 1 
p.m. game, a winner-take-all fi- 
nal in the double-elimination 
tournament will follow at about 
4:30. 


Pittsfield’s big start 


Yesterday, Pittsfield did all its 
damage in the first inning, then 
was blanked on three hits over 
the next six innings by West- 
field’s Bobby Rheaume, whose 
team battled back. 


In the first, a pair of walks set 
up back-to-back RBI singles 
from starting pitcher Mark 
Palmer and Chris Burke, giving 
Pittsfield a 2-0 lead. After Burke 
was thrown out stealing, Jason 
Fields walked and Joe Miller, 


Chris Ireland and Paul Phelps 


followed with run-scoring sin- 
gles to make it 5-0. 


That was it for Pittsfield, as 


Rheaume took over for West- 

field starter Jason Morely in the 

first inning and shut the door. 
Westfield dented the lead with 


three in the third, when a long | 


two-run double by David Bar- 


owski was the key hit. Bar- | 


owski’s single triggered a two-_ 


run fifth Cy ied it, with RBI | 


Ye4 
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Babe Ruth 13s | 
Tournament 


Reid Middle School Saturday in 
a winner’s bracket game at 1 
p.m. In the loser’s bracket, 
North Adams will play Mount 
Greylock on Saturday also at 1 
p.m. The site for that game will 
be determined today. 


Pittsfield 18, Greylock 4 


PITTSFIELD — At Reid, Kyle 
Garvey and Dave Galvagni 
combined on a five hitter for 
Pittsfield. Garvey, who struck 
out three, was the winning 
pitcher. 

Galvagni also had three hits, 
including a triple, and two RBIs. 
Matt Mazzer added four hits and 
two RBIs for Pittsfield, while 


a uth from C1 


singles from Rheaume and Tim 
Neary. 


Off-and-on rain that had 
plagued the game turned steady 
in the seventh, according to 
Pittsfield coach Dennis Murphy. 


“T couldn’t even see my out- 
fielders, but they [tournament 
officials] said we had to get the 
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Ryan Elser chipped in three hits 
and five RBis._Jeff Quetti and 
Mike Barcus each had two hits 
and two RBIs. 


. “ 

For Greylock, Bob Sweat, 
Matt Wooliver, Tim Larson, 
Mark Kassin and Pete Durning 
each had one hit;;Erin Herr and 
Durning split the pitching du- 
ties with Herr taking the loss. 


North Adams 14, Dalton 4 


NORTH ADAMS — At Joe 
Wolfe Field, North Adams had 
only four hits, but capitalized on 
walks, errors, and wild pitches 
to score its 18 runs. 


John Cooper, Matt Lamb, 
Mark Gazaielle and Matt Rod- 
ovick each had a single for 
North Adams. The four hits all 


came in North Adams’ eight run . 


fourth inning, and each hit 
drove in a run. North Adams 


game in,” Murphy said. 

In the Westfield seventh, 
Rheaume walked and Brian 
Corker singled, putting runners 
on first and third with no outs. 
Then came a grounder to third 
baseman Joe Yannone, who 
threw home to get Rheaume, 
but leaving runners on second 
and third. Westfield then tried a 
suicide squeeze, but the batter 
missed the ball and Pittsfield 
catcher Burke ran down Corker 
for the second out. 


th Adams stays alive 


scored its four other runs in the 
frame on two bases loaded 
walks, and two wild pitches. 


North Adams added three 
more runs in the fifth on three 
walks, two errors and J.D. 
Stone’s sacrifice fly. North Ad- 
ams completed its scoring with 
three runs in the sixth coming 
on five walks and two hit bats- 
men. 


Gazaille, Rodovick, Chris , 
DeSanty and Jeff Popoloski 


each scored two runs. 


Dalton scored one run in the 
second, one in the fourth and 
two in the sixth. 


Winning pitcher Brian Bor- 
owski allowed four hits and 
struck out nine. 


Dalton’s Ryan 
reached base three tin 
walks and an error. 
f McGriff (18), 


ou (16), Segui 3 
som (11), Dye ¢ 


Pittsfield reliever Mike 
Donald then threw a pitch that 
hit the dirt and got away from 
Burke, allowing the winning run 
Pixie was crushed, but [the 
pitch] was due to the weather, 
Murphy said. “It was 4 great 
game, and even the other coach 
said he was SOITy the weather 

decide the game. j 
eee teams had eight hits, 
and Kevin Daury. had ys for 


Pittsfield. Jax YT 1 


Caught in a pickle 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


eat ak 


Pittsfield runner Joe Miller looks for a way to escape a rundown during yester- 
day’s Babe Ruth tournament game in Dalton. Here, he dodges the efforts of Grey- 
lock’s E.J. Derby, rear, Eric Trudeau, middle, and Jonah Bayliss (19), and he even- 
tually scored. Pittsfield won the game, 8-4, to reach the championship game. 


Pittsfield 
stars make | 


14-15 final 


DALTON — Pittsfield was outhit 9-5, 
but capitalized on its own good de- 
fense’ and some sloppy play by the 
opposition to post an 8-4 win over 
Mount Greylock yesterday, earning a 
berth in the championship game of the 
District 1 (Berkshire County) Babe 
Ruth age 14-15 baseball tournament at 
Pine Grove Park. 


Babe Ruth 


In yesterday’s loser’s bracket game at , 
Pine Grove, host Dalton used a nine- ~ 
run third inning to overcome a 7-1 
deficit on the way to an 18-8 win over 
South Berkshire. 

Pittsfield is now the last unbeaten 
team in the tournament, and will play 
Saturday at noon for the champion- 
ship against the surivor of this week’s 
loser’s bracket battles among Dalton, 
North Adams and Greylock. Dalton 
plays North Adams today at 1 p.m., 
and the winner plays Greylock Tues- 
day at 5:30 for the right to meet Pitts- 
field in the final. 


Pittsfield 8, Greylock 4 


Pittsfield got only five hits, but 
turned over two double plays and got 
four innings of scoreless relief pitching 
from Mark Palmer to reach the title 
game. 

Pittsfield broke open a 1-1 game 
with three runs in the third inning, 
when several Greylock errors helped 
Pittsfield score without benefit of a hit. 

Chris Burke drilled a two-run double 
in the third to make it 6-1, and after 
Greylock had scored three in the bot- 
tom of the third, Pittsfield scored two 
more unearned runs in the fourth. 

That was plenty for Palmer, who 
took over for starter Mike MacDonald 
in the fourth and blanked Greylock on 
two hits the rest of the way, striking 
out four. 

For Greylock, losing pitcher Jonah 
Bayliss had three hits and Joe Noonan 
belted a two-run double. 


Dalton 18, S. Berkshire 8 


Everything was going fine for South 
Berkshire, after a four-run second in- 
ning and a three-run third made it 7-1. 
Then Dalton erupted for nine in the 
bottom of the third, when John Cope- 
land drove in three runs with a pair of. 
singles and Matt Morey contributed a 
pair of RBI singles. : 

Dalton iced the win with a seven-run 
fourth, when Copeland’s RBI double 
was the key blow. 

Copeland had four hits and four 
RBIs and Morey had three hits to lead 
Dalton’s 12-hit attack. Gary Reinhold, 
who relieved starter John Hinton in 
the second, got the win. 

For Greylock, John Coyle and Otis 
Wilson each had two-run doubles in 
the second and Andy Cook’s two-run 
double highlighted the three-run third. 
Coyle drove in three runs, and Coyle, 
Cook and Sam Harvey had two of 
Greylock’s nine hits. 
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Pittsfield wins, North Adams stays alive 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Pittsfield won its District 1 
(Berkshire County) 13-year olds 
Babe Ruth Tournament opener 
last night, while North Adams 
staved off elimination in a 
loser’s bracket game. 

Buoyed by a 14 run third in- 
ning, Pittsfield went on to beat 
Mount Greylock 18-4. The game 
was called after five innings 
because of the 10 run mercy 
rule. 

In the other game, North Ad- 
ams rebounded from a 13-6 
opening round loss to Greylock 
Wednesday night, to defeat 
Dalton 144. The game was 
called after six innings because 


of the mercy rule. 
With the loss, 


elimination tournament. 
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Pittsfield 


Babe Ruth 


stars fall 


Westfield, down 5, 
pulls out 6-5 win 


DOUGLAS — For the second 
straight game, the Pittsfield all- 
stars jumped out to a 5-0 lead in 
the first inning of yesterday’s 
Babe Ruth Baseball age 14-15 
state tournament game. 

But this one ended differ- 
ently, as Westfield rallied for 
three runs in the third, tied it 
with two in the fifth and won it 
with two outs in the seventh 
during a steady rain, dealing 
Pittsfield a 6-5 loss in a game 
between the tournament’s un- 
beaten teams. 

Pittsfield, which had. jumped 
ahead 5-0 in the first inning of 
Monday’s 10-6 win over Leom- 
inster, will play again today at 
4:30 p.m. in a loser’s bracket 
game. The opponent will be the 
winner of today’s 1 p.m. game 
between Wachusett and Leom- 
inster, a game that was rained 
out last night. The winner of the 
4:30 game plays Westfield for 
the championship Friday at 1 
p.m. If Westfield loses the 1 
p.m. game, a winner-take-all fi- 
nal in the double-elimination 
tournament will follow at about 
4:30. 


Pittsfield’s big start 


Yesterday, Pittsfield did all its 
damage in the first inning, then 
was blanked on three hits over 
the next six innings by West- 
field’s Bobby Rheaume, whose 
team battled back. 


In the first, a pair of walks set 
up back-to-back RBI singles 
from starting pitcher Mark 
Palmer and Chris Burke, giving 
Pittsfield a 2-0 lead. After Burke 
was thrown out stealing, Jason 
Fields walked and Joe Miller, 


Chris Ireland and Paul Phelps | 
followed with run-scoring sin- | 


gles to make it 5-0. 


That was it for Pittsfield, as 
Rheaume took over for West- 
field starter Jason Morely in the 
first inning and shut the door. 

Westfield dented the lead with 
three in the third, when a long 
two-run double by David Bar- 
-owski was the key hit. Bar- | 
owski’s single triggered a two- 
tun fifth {a tied it, with RBI | 
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Dalton was 
eliminated from the double 


Pittsfield will host Adams at 


Babe Ruth 13s : 
Tournament 


Reid Middle School Saturday in 
a winner’s bracket game at 1 
p.m. In the loser’s bracket, 
North Adams will play Mount 
Greylock on Saturday also at 1 
p.m. The site for that game will 
be determined today. 


Pittsfield 18, Greylock 4 


PITTSFIELD — At Reid, Kyle 
Garvey and Dave Galvagni 
combined on a five hitter for 
Pittsfield. Garvey, who struck 
out three, was the winning 
pitcher. 

Galvagni also had three hits, 
including a triple, and two RBIs. 
Matt Mazzer added four hits and 
two RBIs for Pittsfield, while 
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singles from Rheaume and Tim 
Neary. 


Off-and-on rain that had 
plagued the game turned steady 
in the seventh, according to 
Pittsfield coach Dennis Murphy. 


“J couldn’t even see my one 
fielders, but they [tournamen 
officials] said we had to get the 


Ryan Elser chipped in three hits 
and five RBIs..Jeff Quetti and 
Mike Barcus each had two hits 
and two RBIs. 


S a 
For Greylock, Bob Sweat, 
Matt Wooliver, Tim Larson, 
Mark Kassin and Pete Durning 
each had one hit;;Erin Herr and 
Durning split the pitching du- 
ties with Herr taking the loss. 


North Adams 14, Dalton 4 


NORTH ADAMS — At Joe 
Wolfe Field, North Adams had 
only four hits, but capitalized on 
walks, errors, and wild pitches 
to score its 18 runs. 


John Cooper, Matt Lamb, 
Mark Gazaielle and Matt Rod- 
ovick each had a single for 
North Adams. The four hits all 


came in North Adams’ eight run , 


fourth inning, and each hit 
drove in a run. North Adams 


game in,” Murphy said. 

In the Westfield seventh, 
Rheaume walked and Brian 
Corker singled, putting runners 
on first and third with no outs. 
Then came a grounder to third 
baseman Joe Yannone, who 
threw home to get Rheaume, 
but leaving runners on second 
and third. Westfield then tried a 
suicide squeeze, but the batter 
missed the ball and Pittsfield 
catcher Burke ran down Corker 
for the second out. 


scored its four other runs in the 
frame on two bases loaded 
walks, and two wild pitches. 


North Adams added three 
more runs in the fifth on three 
walks, two errors and JD: 
Stone’s sacrifice fly. North Ad- 
ams completed its scoring with 
three runs in the sixth coming 
on five walks and two hit bats- 
men. 


Gazaille, 


Rodovick, Chris , 


DeSanty and Jeff Popoloski ’ 


each scored two runs. 


Dalton scored one run in the 
second, one in the fourth and 
two in the sixth. 


Winning pitcher Brian Bor- 
owski allowed four hits and 
struck out nine. 


Dalton’s Ryan Boucher 
reached base three times on two 
walks and an error. 
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Pittsfield reliever Mike Mac- 
Donald then threw a pitch that 
hit the dirt and got away from 
Burke, allowing the winning run 
re. 
» Mike was crushed, but [the 
pitch] was due to the weather, 
Murphy said. “It was a great 
game, and even the other coach 
said he was SOrry the weather 
decide the game.” ; 
Lea teams had eight hits, 
and Kevin Daury had $wo for 


Pittsfield. Ja ¥, eal 


4 
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Caught in a pickle os (7 [9 l 


Pittsfield runner Joe Miller looks for a way to escape a rundown during yester- 
day’s Babe Ruth tournament game in Dalton. Here, he dodges the efforts of Grey- 
lock’s E.J. Derby, rear, Eric Trudeau, middle, and Jonah Bayliss (19), and he even- 
tually scored. Pittsfield won the game, 8-4, to reach the championship game. 


Pittsfield 
stars make | 


14-15 final 


DALTON — Pittsfield was outhit 9-5, 
but capitalized on its own good de-' 
fense' and some sloppy play by the 
opposition to post an 8-4 win over 
Mount Greylock yesterday, earning a 
berth in the championship game of the 
District 1 (Berkshire County) Babe 
Ruth age 14-15 baseball tournament at 
Pine Grove Park. 


Babe Ruth 


In yesterday’s loser’s bracket game at 
Pine Grove, host Dalton used a nine- 
tun third inning to overcome a 7-1 
deficit on the way to an 18-8 win over 
South Berkshire. 

Pittsfield is now the last unbeaten 
team in the tournament, and will play 
Saturday at noon for the champion- 
ship against the surivor of this week’s 
loser’s bracket battles among Dalton, 
North Adams and Greylock. Dalton 
plays North Adams today at 1 p.m., 
and the winner plays Greylock Tues- 
day at 5:30 for the right to meet Pitts- 
field in the final. 


Pittsfield 8, Greylock 4 


Pittsfield got only five hits, but 
turned over two double plays and got 
four innings of scoreless relief pitching 
from Mark Palmer to reach the title 
game. 

Pittsfield broke open a 1-1 game 
with three runs in the third inning, 
when several Greylock errors helped 
Pittsfield score without benefit of a hit. 

Chris Burke drilled a two-run double 
in the third to make it 6-1, and after 
Greylock had scored three in the bot- 
tom of the third, Pittsfield scored two 
more unearned runs in the fourth. 

That was plenty for Palmer, who 
took over for starter Mike MacDonald 
in the fourth and blanked Greylock on 
two hits the rest of the way, striking 
out four. 

For Greylock, losing pitcher Jonah 
Bayliss had three hits and Joe Noonan 
belted a two-run double. 


Dalton 18, S. Berkshire 8 


Everything was going fine for South 
Berkshire, after a four-run second in- 
ning and a three-run third made it 7-1. 
Then Dalton erupted for nine in the 
bottom of the third, when John Cope- 
land drove in three runs with a pair of 
singles and Matt Morey contributed a 
pair of RBI singles. : 

Dalton iced the win with a seven-run 
fourth, when Copeland’s RBI double 
was the key blow. 

Copeland had four hits and four 
RBIs and Morey had three hits to lead 
Dalton’s 12-hit attack. Gary Reinhold, 
who relieved starter John Hinton in 
the second, got the win. 

For Greylock, John Coyle and Otis 
Wilson each had two-run doubles in 
the second and Andy Cook’s two-run 
double highlighted the three-run third. 
Coyle drove in three runs, and Coyle, 
Cook and Sam Harvey had two of 
Greylock’s nine hits. 
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Josh Gomes, , 
Pittsfield teammates after his lead 


facing camera at left, is greeted by jubilant 
off homer triggered a 
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three-run fifth inning in last night’s 11-1 win over 


Adams in the District 1 Babe Ruth 


Pittsfield 13s retain title, 


Babe Ruth stars 
head for WMass. 


‘tournament next 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Chalk up another 
District 1 (Berkshire County) Babe 
Ruth 13s Tournament championship 
for the Pittsfield All-Stars. 

Dave Galvagni, Brendon Welteroth 
and Mike Barcus each had three of 
Pittsfield’s 18 hits, and Welteroth 
added four RBIs as Pittsfield broke 
open a close game with eight runs in 
the last two innings to beat North Ad- 
ams 11-1 at Reid Middle School last 
night for the tournament title. 

After Pittsfield scored five runs with 
no outs in the bottom of the sixth, the 
- game was called because of the 10-run 
mercy rule. 

Pittsfield, which has won every Dis- 
trict 1 title since at least 1991, was 
unbeaten in the tournament and ad- 
vances to the Western Massachusetts 
tournament, which takes place at 
Bullens Field in Westfield July 12-17. 
Pittsfield receives a first-round bye, 
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Looking like dancers, 
game, are Pittsfield s 
Jeff Popoloski. 


but actually colliding after an overt 


13s tournament 


7 
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hrow during last night’s 


hortstop Brendon Welteroth, left, and North Adams runner 


TT 





North Adams players hope for the best, but appear to realize their fat 


loss to Pittsfield in their Babe Ruth baseball playoff final. 
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and will play the winner of the 
game between the Distriet 2 and 
3 champions on Saturday, July 
13, at 3 p.m. 

The loss ended a gallant run 
for North Adams, which lost to 
Mount Greylock 13-6 in its 
tournament opener, then beat 
Dalton 14-4, Greylock 9-8 and 
Adams 10-0 to reach the final. 
Several North Adams players 
also were part of the team that 
lost to Pittsfield North in the 
District 1 Little League finals 
last year. 

If North Adams had won last 
night, a second and deciding 
game in this double-elimination 
tournament would have been 
played in North Adams tonight. 

Pittsfield had to come out of 
the loser’s bracket to beat 
Mount Greylock twice in the 
same day to win the tournament 
title last year. So having to play 
two games to take the title was 
a scenario that Pittsfield coach 
Russ Quetti wanted to avoid. 

“They wanted to get it over 
with tonight,” Quetti said. “The 
pressure on the all-stars is al- 
ways there. We definitely didn’t 
want to go to North Adams to- 
morrow night.” ~ 

Winning pitcher Ryan Elser 
and Galvagni combined on a 
five-hitter, but North Adams left 
eight runners on base. Galvagni, 
a lefthander who replaced Elser 
in the fourth, was especially ef- 
fective, striking out six, includ- 
ing all three batters he faced in 
the fifth. 

In the fourth, North Adams 
had runners on second and 
third with two out, but Galvagni 
got Roger LaRocca looking at a 


‘called strike three on the out- 


side corner. 

“T was just trying to throw a 
strike and get out of the in- 
ning,” Galvagni said. “It just 
sort of ended up over there.” « 

“He’s a good pitcher,” Quetti 
said. ‘A lot of kids haven’t seen 
a lefthander before.” 


Homer triggers rally 


Nine of Pittsfield’s hits came 
in the fifth and sixth. Pittsfield 
was clinging to a 3-1 lead head- 


ing into the fifth when it broke 
the game open with three runs. 

Josh Gomes was the catalyst, 
hitting a leadoff home run to 
center field that gave Pittsfield 
a 4-1 lead. 

“J think that was a turning 
point,” Quetti said of Gomes’ 
homer. “Up until then it was a 
real good game. We started to 
put some runs together.” 

Following Gomes’ home run, 
Elser walked, stole second, went 
to third on a throwing error, and 
scored when Welteroth singled 
to left. After Barcus doubled 
Welteroth to third, North Adams 
changed pitchers with Bryan 
Barowski replacing starter and 
loser Matt Rodovick. 

Barowski, who one-hit Adams 
Sunday, got Shane Rose to pop 
to right, and struck out Dan 
Nolan. But Galvagni followed 
with a single that plated Wel- 
teroth to put Pittsfield up 6-1. 
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e in last night’s 11-1 


Tek 
Barcus was thrown out at the 


plate for the third out. 

But the damage had been 
done. In the sixth, Pittsfield 
scored its five runs on Matt 
Mazzer’s RBI double, Welter- 
oth’s ‘two-run single, and run- 
scoring singles by Barcus and 
pinch hitter Josh Shepherd. 

“We did everything right for 
five days, then we just ran out 
of gas,” North Adams coach 
Chris Marsh said. “We just 
didn’t hit.” 

Pittsfield took a 1-0 lead in 
the first when Jeff Quetti sin- 
gled, and scored when an error 
was made on Mazzer’s single to 
left. The winners made it 3-0 in 
the third when Elser and Wel- 
teroth each singled in a run. 

North Adams’ lone run came 
in the fourth. Rodovick walked, 
went to third on two wild 
pitches and scored on a throw- 
ing error. 


Bertha’s rain washes away 


Berkshire sports calendar 


Bertha threw a big wet blanket over the Berkshire County 
sports schedule yesterday, wiping out the Pittsfield Mets and 
seven other major baseball games involving Berkshire County 
teams, plus Lebanon Valley auto racing programs. 






In Babe Ruth League action, yesterday’s District 1 (Berk- 
shire County) 14-15s championship game between Pittsfield 
and Mount Greylock was rained out rescheduled for today at 3 
p.m. at Pinegrove Park in Dalton. In the Western Massachu- 
setts 13-year-olds tournament, Pittsfield’s game with Agawam 
at Bullen’s Field in Westfield was also rescheduled for 3 p.m. 
today. 

Both District 1 Little League tournament games were wiped 
out, Cheshire will play Great Barrington in Dalton, and Pitts- 
He South will face Williamstown in Hinsdale both at noon 
today. 

Also rained out, but not yet rescheduled, were the Berkshire 
Collegians’ doubleheader at Schenectady, N.Y., and the con- 
tinuation of the. American Legion game between Pittsfield 
Post 68 and Dalton. That game was halted by darkness July 8, 
with the teams tied 10-10 after six innings. 

At Lebanon Valley Speedway in West Lebanon, N.Y., last 
night’s stock car racing program was rained out and resched- 
uled for next Saturday. Also, the second day of the NHRA 
Winston Drag Racing Series at Lebanon Valley Dragway was 
rained out, and the full program was added to today’s sched- 
ule, which begins at 10 a.m. ~ Vi.a\( ail 
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in final 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


WESTFIELD — When West- _ 


field wants revenge, it really 
gets it. Westfield, the pre- 


- tournament favorite which was 


stunned by Pittsfield’s dramatic 
last-inning rally in a 5-4 loss 
Wednesday, came back last 
night to chalk up back-to-back 
' wins, 13-0 and 10-1, to beat 
Pittsfield for the Western state 
Babe Ruth baseball 13-year-old 
, championship at Bullens Field. 
, Westfield was in total com- 
mand last night, as Scott But- 
ova fired a no-hitter in the 13-0 
opener that was halted after five 
innings by the 10-run mercy 
rule: 


In the nightcap, Mike St. Jean — 


_ followed with a three-hitter and 
Westfield wrapped up the win 
with a six-run fifth inning. 

The twin victories earned 
Westfield a berth in the New 
England regional tournament 
scheduled July 27 to Aug. 1 in 
Burlington, Vt. 


Too much pitching 

Pitching was the difference in 
this doubleheader, as Westfield 
got a pair of gems, while Pitts- 
field hurlers walked 13 in the 
opener and surrenderd 11 hits 
in the nightcap. : 


Butova was in complete 
command in the first _ game, 
setting down the first 11 Pitts- 
field batters. He walked pinch 
hitter Shane Rose with two outs 
in the fourth, and the only other 
Pittsfield runner was Mike Bar- 
cus, who reached on an infield 
error with two outs in the sixth. 

The: no-hitter was the second 
‘of the tournament for Butova, 
who also pitched in his team’s 
opener. 

“It’s was mostly the defense 
that did it today, because I only 
had about one strikeout,” said 
the Westfield Middle School 8th 
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Reaching base in a rare moment in last night’s Babe Ruth 13-year-old champion- 


ship opener, Pittsfield’s Mike Barcus crosses the bag as the ball eludes Westfi 
first baseman Tom Ward in the fifth inning of Westfield’s 13-0, no-hit win. 7 14 


b! 
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grader, who did get nine infield 
groundouts. 

The Pittsfield trio of Brendan 
Welteroth, Kyle Garvey and Jeff 
Mazzer had quite a bit more 
difficulty. They gave up only six 
hits, but combined to walk 13 
while the defense made three 
errors behind them. ‘ 

Westfield jumped ahead 4-0 in 
the first inning with only two 
hits, including a two-run single 
by Dan Rheaume. They scored 
six more in the second with 
only three hits, but benefited 
from three errors and four con- 
secutive walks, three of them 
with the bases loaded. 


The second game 


In the nighteap, Pittsfield 
scored first when Dave Galvagni 
led off the game with a double 
and scored on a fly ball by Josh 
Gomes. But that was it, as St. 
Jean blanked Pittsfield the rest 


), Of the way. Ryan Elser and Jeff 
- Quetti had singles for the only 


other Pittsfield hits. 

Westfield went ahead with 
three runs in the second, got 
one in the fourth and took 


| command with six in the fifth. 
| Elser and Galvagni combined 
| for the Pittsfield pitching /% 


ties. 
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Tough day at the tournaments 


Pittsfield 
Ruth stars 
fall 14-9 


in finale 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


DOUGLAS — They took leads 
and lost them. They fell behind 
and battled back. But when 
Westfield made one final surge 
in the Western Massachusetts 
age 13-15 Babe Ruth champi- 
onship game yesterday, the 
Pittsfield All-Stars were unable 
to answer it. 

Defending champion West- 
field used a fielding error as the 
gateway to a five-run seventh 
inning and went on to beat 
Pittsfield 14-9 to win the West- 
ern Mass. title at Soldiers Field. 

“Errors will always come back 
and haunt you,” Pittsfield coach 
Dennis Murphy said. “But we 
just didn’t make the plays to- 
day. It was just one of those 
days when we didn’t have it. 
Their big guy came through and 
brought them back into the 
contest.” 

The “big guy” is tournament 
MVP Brian Barnowski, the 
Westfield catcher who went 4- 
for-5 with two home runs, in- 
cluding a titanie grand slam, 
and six RBIs. 

“Excellent” was Murphy’s as- 
sessment of Barnowski’s play. 
“He played in Pittsfield last 
year as a 14-year-old [when 
Pittsfield won the New England 
Regionals at Wahconah Park]. 
He’s a player. He’s got good size 
and he’s only 15. He’s going to 
go places.” 

With the win, Westfield 
earned the right to represent 
Western Mass. at the New Eng- 
land Regional tournament Aug. 
3-9 in Cranston, R.I. 

Losing pitcher Mark Palmer 


went 2-for-4 for Pittsfield and | 


scored two runs, while Chris 
Burke had a two-run single and 
three RBIs. 

Westfield had 13 hits and 
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Pittsfield catcher Chris Burke, 
ended the second inning and 
pionship game in Douglas. 





Bob Mobonotgh / sie 
right, tags out Westfield runner Matt Hagen, who tries to dive around the tag that 
helped Pittsfield preserve a 2-2 tie in yesterday’s Western Mass. i 
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Pittsfield nine, but neither team 
seemed able to take control of 
yesterday’s game until the last 
inning because of sloppy field- 
ing. Pittsfield made three errors 
and Westfield four. 

Pittsfield’ also squandered 
leads of 2-0, and 7-3, the latter 
when Barnowski’s mammoth 
grand slam capped a five-run 
fourth that put Westfield up 8-7. 

But Pittsfield came back to tie 
the score 8-8 in the bottom of 
the fourth, and 9-9 when Palmer 
scored on a fielder’s choice in 
the bottom of the sixth. 

“Back and forth, back and 
forth all the way to the end,” 
said Palmer, Pittsfield’s third 
pitcher, who replaced reliever 
Jason Fields in the sixth. “We 
exploded for runs all through 
the tournament, but we. didn’t 
do it today.” 

In the top of the seventh, 
Westfield’s leadoff batter Ryan 
Corker singled but was thrown 
out trying to steal second. 
Bryan Neary then followed with 
another single. Next batter Scott 
Phelon hit a bouncer toward the 
middle of the infield that was 
misplayed for an error into right 
field that left runners on second 
and third with one out. Matt 
Hagen then hit a sacrifice fly to 
center that brought in pinch 
runner Alan Sawyer and gave 
Westfield a 10-9 lead. 


“We played for one run that 
last inning,’ Westfield coach 
Bill Flynn said. “But it [the er- 
ror] gave us a little extra that 
we capitalized on, and we just 
kept going.” 

Following Hagen’s sacrifice 
fly, Matt Boulanger singled 
home a run, Kevin Rowe sin- 
gled, Justin McClain doubled 
home two runs and Barnowski 


tripled to drive in the final run. 
Pittsfield put runners on first 
and third with two out in the 
bottom of the seventh, but 
winning pitcher Boulanger got 
Kevin Daury on a bouncer back 
to the mound for the final out. 
“Our keys are defense and 
pitching,” Murphy said. “But 
our pitchers just ran out of gas.” 


Barnowski’s blasts 


Barnowski, who played for 
Southwick High’s baseball team 
against Wahconah Regional in 
the Western Mass. Division 2 
championship game this spring, 
hit two batting practice home 
runs at Fenway Park this spring 
when he worked out with some 
Red Sox prospects in a tryout 
arranged by his grandfather 
Dick Teed, who is the Los An- 
geles Dodgers’ western New 
England scout. 

Barnowski showed } Pittsfield 
how far he can hit the ball yes- 
terday. 

After Pittsfield went up 2-0 
with two unearned runs’ in the 
first, and 5-2 with a three-run 
second highlighted by Burke’s 
two-run single, Barnowski hit 
his first homer, a solo shot off 
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Pittsfield runner Chris Ireland (18) smiles as he is welcomed home by teammate Mike 
MacDonald (14) after scoring on a hit by Chris Burke to give their team a 5-2 lead in 
yesterday’s Western Mass. Babe Ruth final. At right is catcher Brian Barnowski, who hit 
two homers and drove in six runs to lead Westfield to a 14-9 win. 


Donald. The ball cleared the left 
field fence near the 346-foot 
sign and brought Southwick 
within 5-3. 

After Westfield closed within 
5-4 in the top of the third, Mark 
Hebert and MacDonald hit RBI 
singles in the bottom of the 
frame to put Pittsfield ahead 7- 


ny 


But in the top of the fourth, 
Westfield loaded the bases for 
Barnowski. MacDonald, who 
had taken a shot off the leg in 
the second that briefly stopped 
play, was replaced by Fields. 
Barnowski greeted him with his 
mammoth grand slam_ that 
cleared the left field fence by 
about 30 feet and landed half- 
way up a pine tree. 

“The first one I didn’t feel 
that it was going to go out,” 
Barnowski said. “The second 
one, I knew it was good.” 

In the sixth, however, Barn- 
owski came up again with the 
bases loaded and Westfield 
leading 9-8. But Palmer, who, 
had just come in to pitch, got 
Barnowski to pop up to second. 

“T just got under it a bit and 
missed it,” Barnowski said. “I 
can’t hit it eee every 


Pittsfield starter Mike Mac- time.” Zed b- 
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Pittsfield Little League signups set | 
Registration for the Pittsfield Little League will be held on Saturday, 
March 23, from 9 am until noon and on Monday, March 25, from 6-8 

p.m. 

Registration for the North Little League will take place at the Peck’s 
Road Fire Station, registration for the South Little League will be at the | 
Holmes Road Fire Station, and West Little League registration will be 
held at the Barker Road Fire Station. 

ield, Parks ee 
rate 








For further information on registration, call the Pitt 
partment at 499-9343. aD) 


North Little League to hold tryouts 


Pittsfield’s North Little League will hold its tryouts on Saturday and 
Sunday at Brown Street Field, Springside Avenue. Tryouts are open to 
any youth age 9-12 living in the North District. Prospective candidates: 
may register at the field 30 minutes before the scheduled tryout time. A 
parent’s signature and a birth certificate will be required. 

Nine-year-olds will try out on Saturday from 10 a.m. until, noon, and 
on Sunday from noon until 1:30. Tryouts for 10-year-olds will be from 
12:30-2 p.m. on Saturday and 1:30-3 on Sunday. The tryouts for 11- and 


12-year-olds will be Saturday from 2-4 p.m., and on Sunday from 3-4:30. — | 
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Pittsfield North wins 
tournament opener 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Defending champion Pittsfield 
North opened play in the Berk- 
shire County Little League 
tournament in a big way yes- 
terday, banging out 11 hits to 
defeat Great Barrington 8-1. 

In yesterday's other game, 
Adams improved to 2-0 in tour- 
nament play with a 4-2 victory 


Little League / 1 Ay 


singles. After scoring one run 
on a fielder’s choice in the sec- 
ond to take a 3-0 lead, Pittsfield 
North increased its margin to 6- 
0 with three runs in the third. 
Phillips, Murphy and Sigoski 
each had RBI singles. Pittsfield 
North scored its final two runs 





Pittsfield South, Williamstown advatlée ° 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Sometimes it takes only one 
pitch to turn around a pitcher’s 
duel. 

That’s what happened last 
night in the Berkshire County 
Little League baseball tourna- 
ment in Hinsdale, as Wil- 
liamstown’s Trevor Manning 
belted a two-run homer to give 
his team a 2-0 victory that elim- 


‘inated North Adams from the 


tournament. 

In last night’s other game, 
Brad Green pitched a two-hitter 
as Pittsfield South eliminated 
Pittsfield West 4-1 in Dalton. 

Williamstown and Pittsfield 
South will now meet in a loser’s 
bracket game tomorrow at 5:30 
in Hinsdale. 


Williamstown 2, N. Adams 0 


HINSDALE — Sooner or later, 
something had to give in this 
fine duel between Wil 
liamstown’s Nick Wells- 


Defending champion Pittsfield 





Little League 





Burdtzen‘and North Adams’ Jim 
Ciepiela. 


Wells-Burdtzen pitched a 
three-hitter, walked three and 
struck out five, while Ciepiela 
hurled a four-hitter, walked two 
and struck out eight. 


The big difference in the 
game was Manning, the Wil- 
liamstown catcher who had 
three of his team’s four hits and 
made two sparkling defensive 
plays to spark the victory. 


In the third inning, Greg 
Hanson drew a walk and with 
two outs, Manning drilled a 
Ciepiela pitch over the fence in 
right center field to produce the 
game’s only runs. 

Manning also threw out a 
North Adams runner who was 
attempting to steal, and made a 
diving catch of a foul ball in the 


Pittsfield North makes 
Little League finals 


Gt. Barrington wins a wild one 


re 
ties Klan: 


sixth inning to help preserve 
the victory. 


South 4, West 1 


DALTON — Pittsfield South 
jumped on top with two un- 
earned runs in the first inning, 
providing some breathing room 
for Green, who walked two and 
struck out six for the pitching 
win. 

South made it 3-0 in the sec- 
ond inning when Ron Wright 
singled home Green and added 
a fourth run in the third on 
back-to-back doubles by Larry 
Boos and Evan Davis. Boos had 
three hits to lead South’s nine- 
hit attack, and Wright and Matt 
Torra added two apiece. 

West scored its only run in 


y 


; 


the third on an RBI single by 
John Culpo. Nick Contenta, who 
walked one and struck out five, 
took the complete-game loss. 


Pittsfield South, _ 
Barrington advanced 


Great Barrington’s Shaun Van 
Alphen pitched a one-hit shut- 
out and Pittsfield South’s Greg 
Friend pitched a four-hitter and 
helped his own cause with a 
two-run homer yesterday, as 
both teams posted victories to 
advance in the District 1 (Berk- 
shire County) Little League 
baseball tournament. 





Little League 





command with a five-run third, 
when Will Greene and Daniel 
Smith each had a _ two-run, 
bases-loaded single. 


Ryan Shimmon and Kevin 


Little League 


tourney game 
is postponed 


NORTH ADAMS — Last 
night’s game between Lee and 
Pittsfield West in the North 
Adams Little League age 9-10 
tournament was postponed be- 
cause of wet grounds at Fallon 
Field. An afternoon storm left 
the field unplayable. 

As a result, the loser’s bracket 
game has been rescheduled for 
today at 3:30, to finish off a tri- 
pleheader. Williamstown and 
Cheshire will open the program 
with a loser’s bracket game at 
11, followed by a winner’s 
bracket game at 1 p.m. between 
the tournament’s two unbeaten 
teams, Pittsfield Dy th and 
Pittsfield South. 7 Jolt eé 


No-hitter 


lifts Lee 
in 9-10 


Hail *é 
tourney 













































Furey each had two hits for 
Great Barrington. 

For Cheshire, starting pitcher 
Jesse Soldo went three innings 
and took the loss, and Eric 
Morin had the only hit. 


South 6, Williamstown 2 


HINSDALE — Nick Croce put 
South on top with a two-run 
single in the first inning, and 
Friend capped the win with his 
two-run homer in the sixth. Al- 
together, South had eight hits. 

For Williamstown, Trevor 
Manning took the complete- 
game loss, striking out five and 
walking two. He also had two of 
his team’s four hits and drove 
in a run. Teammate Nathan 
Herr reached base three times. 


North earned a berth in the 
District 1 (Berkshire County) 
Little League championship 
game last night, outlasting Dal- 
ton-Hinsdale 2-1 in their win- 
ner’s bracket final at Dalton. 

In last night’s other game, 
Great Barrington scored twice 
in the bottom of the ninth in- 
ning to pull out a dramatic 7-6 
win over Pittsfield South at 
Hinsdale. 

Tonight, Dalton-Hinsdale and 
Great Barrington will meet at 
5:30 in the loser’s bracket final. 
The winner goes on to play 
Pittsfield North for the cham- 
pionship tomorrow at 5:30 p.m. 
at Dalton. 

If Pittsfield North loses that 
game, a decisive final game will 
be Saturday at 5:30 at the Dal- 
ton field. 


North 2, Dalton-Hinsdale 1 


DALTON — Dan Malacarne 
singled and scored on a throw- 
ing error in the bottom of the 
fifth inning to break a 1-1 tie, 
and Mike Pieropan pitched a 
four-hitter to make the lead 
stand up as Pittsfield North 
remained the tournament’s lone 
unbeaten team. 

Dalton-Hinsdale, the tourna- 
ment’s host team, took a 1-0 
lead. in the top of the fourth 
when Mike Sheehan scored on a 
throwing error. 

North tied it in their half of 
the fourth when Steve Wixsom 
singled and scored on an infield 
grounder by John Phelps. North 
might have done more damage, 
but Dalton-Hinsdale center 
fielder Brandon Sullivan threw 
a runner out at home plate. 

North had only five hits, but 
that was enough for Pieropan, 
who walked two and struck out 
seven. He got some. defensive 
help in the last inning when 


over Cheshire. Nathan Lemoine 
pitched out of a bases-loaded 
jam in the sixth to preserve the 
win. 

With the victories, Adams and 
Pittsfield North will play each 
other in a winner’s bracket 
game on Thursday at Chamber- 
lain Field in Dalton at 5:30 p.m. 
Tn loser’s bracket games tomor- 
row, Cheshire plays Lanesboro 
at Chamberlain Park at 5:30 
p.m., while Great Barrington 
takes on Berkshire Hills at 5:30 
p.m. at Hinsdale Athletic Field. 


North 8, Barrington 1 


HINSDALE — Jeremy Sigoski 
had three hits, and J.P. Murphy, 
Lance Phillips and Mike Pier- 
opan two apiece for Pittsfield 
North. Winning pitcher Pier- 
opan allowed three hits, walked 
two and struck out six. 

Pittsfield North took a 2-0 
lead in the first when Phillips 
and Murphy hit run-scoring 


LEE — Chauncy Burtt and 
Gunner Almgren combined to 
pitch a no-hitter, leading Lee to = 
a 9-0 win over Adams and high- 
lighting yesterday’s action in 
the Berkshire County Jimmy 
Fund age 9-10 Little League 
Baseball Tournament at the Lee 
Little League field. 


Bradley started and went 324 
innings, and reliever Tom Mur- 
Tay took the loss. They com- 
bined on a five-hitter. Sheehan 


was the only player in the game 
with two hits. 


Barrington %, South 6 


HINSDALE — This was a wild 
one, in which Pittsfield South 
rallied from a 3-1 deficit to go 
ahead, later scored in the sixth 
to send it to extra innings, then 
finally scored in the ninth, only 
to watch Great Barrington grab 
the win in the bottom of the 
ninth. 


Pittsfield took the lead in the 
ninth on two-out doubles by 
Brandon Farley and Matt Torra. 

In the bottom of the ninth, 
Dan Smith singled, Ryan 
Shimmon reached on a bunt 
and Kevin Furey singled to load 5 
the bases. Zack Rolf then hit his The Berkshire Eagle, Thursday, July 25, 1996 —C 
fourth single of the game to tie t - ' 
the score, and after a fielder’s ? 


Furey came home on a= Pittsfield South team 
advances in Lee, 14-7 


pitch to score the winning run. 
Gt. Barrington champs face Agawam. 


Rolf and Furey each hit RBI 

singles in a three-run third to 

put Barrington up 3-1. South ° 

came. back with three in the ! 

fourth, when Greg Friend hit a 

two-run double and Matt Har- aR : 

rison followed with a pinch hit John Martin hit a pair of dou- 

double. bles and Matt Ward and Matt 
Tirrell combined to strike out 
nine batters last night as the 
Pittsfield South Red team ad- 

vanced in the Berkshire County 

age 9-10 Jimmy Fund Little 

League tournament with a 14-7 


Barrington went back on top 
with two unearned runs in the 

win over Dalton at the Lee Lit- 
tle League field. 


fifth, and South tied it in the 
Ward struck out'six as he 


sixth with another unearned 
pitched three innings of one-hit 


run. 
Shimmon pitched the last 

shutout ball, and Tirrell struck 

out three. 


Van Ahlphen struck out five 
as Great Barrington eliminated 
Cheshire 10-0 in a game halted 
after four innings by the 10-run 
mercy rule in Dalton. 

At Hinsdale, Friend’s efforts 
led Pittsfield South to a 6-2 win 
that eliminated Williamstown. 

With their victories, South 
and Great Barrington advanced 
to the next round of the loser’s 
bracket. Tonight, South plays 
Adams at Hinsdale and Great 
Barrington plays Lee at Dalton. 
Both games are scheduled at 
5:30. 


Barrington 10, Cheshire 0 


} DALTON — Great Barrington 
] jumped on top with three runs 
4 in the first inning, then took 


in the fifth on bases-loaded | 
walks. . 

Losing pitcher Ryan Shim- 
mon went 2-for-2 for Great Bar- 
rington, which scored its lone 
run in the fourth. Andrew Kiri- 
akedes walked, went to third on 
Shimmon’s single, and scored 
on Zach Rolf’s infield out. 


Adams 4, Cheshire 2 


DALTON — Winning pitcher 
Lemoine, who allowed five hits 
and struck out eight, pitched 
out of the bases-loaded jam in 
the sixth by striking out Chesh- 
ire’s final batter. 

Geoff Kondel had three hits 
and two RBIs for Adams. 

Ryan Larabee had two hits 
and scored a run for Cheshire, 
which scored single runs in the 
fourth and sixth in its tourna- 
ment debut. 

Losing pitcher Jesse Foldo al- 
lowed four hits in five innings, 





Little League 


In two games halted after four 
innings because of the 12-run 
mercy. rule, Dalton downed the 
Pittsfield South Gray team 16-2 
and, in a consolation game, the 
Pittsfield. West White team beat 
Lanesboro 18-1. 


Lee 9, Adams 0 


Burtt and Almgren each went 
three innings to share the no- 
hitter for Lee, which broke open 
a 1-0 game with three runs in 
the third inning and four in the 
fifth. 

Joey Curtin had three hits, 
Burtt had two and Dan Norton 
drove in three runs for the 
winners. 


Dalton 16, South 2 


Dalton’s John Ferris limited 
South to two hits over the first 
three innings, and Kevin 
Majchrowski had two hits to : 
lead the Dalton offense. 
Brandon Barschdorf and Tim 
Downing each had a hit for the 
winners. : 

Devin Mackey and Pat Bres- 
nahan had the two hits for 
Pittsfield South. 


West 18, Lanesboro 1 


Mike Massery went three in- 
nings to get the win for the 
Pittsfield West White team in a 
battle of first-round losers. 


eet 





Rain washes out Legion, 


® 
Little League playoff 
e i t of the Dis- 

Yesterday afternoon’s rain forced postponemen 
trict 1 (Berkshire County), Little League baseball champion- 
‘ship game in Dalton, plus the cancellation of two American 
Legion baseball games. 

The Little League game, between Great Barrington and de- 
fending champion Pittsfield North, has been rescheduled for 
today at 5:30 p.m. at Chamberlain Park in Dalton. If Great 
Barrington wins, both teams will-have one loss in the double- 
elimination event, and a decisive final game will be played 
tomorrow at 5:30 at the same park. 

The district winner goes on to a sub-sectional game Friday 
in Westfield, and that winner goes to a sectional game July 29 
in Leominster. The winner there makes i four-team state 
tournament, scheduled Aug. 2-3 in Easthampton. 

otwo American Legion baseball games, South Berkshire at 





Little League 





to Saturday’s semifinals. Pitts- 
field North plays Lee at 10 a.m. 
and Pittsfield South Red plays 
Cheshire at noon. The winners 
play for the championship 
Monday at 5:30 


Barrington to face Agawam 
Agawam edged Longmeadow 


four innings to get the win in 
relief of Shaun Van Alphen. 
Friend took the loss. 

Rolf had four hits and two 
RBIs to lead Barrington’s nine- 
hit attack, and Furey and An- *, 
drew Kiriakedes each had two 


Lanesboro and Dalton at North Adams, were rained out last 
i ill not be rescheduled. 

eee acs Legion regular season ends today, with the 

second-half title at stake. Pittsfield Post 68 plays Dalton this 

morning at 10 at Clapp Park, resuming a game Savi ae 

heading into the seventh inning. If Post 68 wins, it will tie t : 

Friendship Tyler Aces with an 8-2 second-half record, an 


force a playoff between the two that will be played at 1 p.m. 


today at Clapp Park. 


The second-half winner will play first-half champion } 
Lanesboro in the best-of-three league championship series, | 


which begins with a doubleheader aie \e at | 
BS) 


Hoosac Valley High in Cheshire. | 





Tb 


third baseman Jeremy Sigoski 
made two spectacular stops to 
rob Dalton-Hinsdale batters of 
sure doubles. 


hits. For South, Friend had a 
single, double and triple and 
three RBIs and Torra had two 
hits. 


1 


Shane Perrault also hit a 
double for Pittsfield, which 
scored six times in the second 
inning to grab a 9-0 lead. Pitts- 
field had eight hits. 

For Dalton, John Ferris and 


Kevin Majchrowski pitched, and 
Majchrowski had two of his 
team’s six hits. 


The final four teams advance 


3-2 last night to clinch the Dis- 
trict 2 Little League champion- 
ship, earning the right to face 
District 1 (Berkshire County) 
champion Great Barrington in 
tomorrow’s sub-sectional tour- 
nament. 

That game is scheduled at 
5:30 p.m. at Cross Street Field 
in Westfield. 


Tucker Sheran led the winners 
with two hits. 


Jake Williams and Nate New- 
ton had the only hits for 
Lanesboro. 





V4 Be tors 


\ 
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Great Barrington, 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


It took two days and eight in- 
nings, but Great Barrington de- 
feated Lee 7-4 yesterday to stay 
alive in the District i Little 
League Tournament in Hins- 
dale. 

In yesterday's other game in 
Dalton, Brad Green pitched a 
three-hitter as Pittsfield South 
avoided elimination with a 3-0 
victory over Adams. 

Both games were, completions 
of contests which had been 
suspended by rain on Monday. 
Great Barrington was leading 
Lee 3-1 after one inning when 
that game was suspended, while 
Pittsfield South led Adams by 
the same 3-0-score after two 
innings when that eontest was 
called off. . 


Pittsfield South 


advances in Lee 


LEE — Matt Tirrell went 3-for- 
4 with a single, double and tri- 
ple as Pittsfield South Red 
overwhelmed Great Barrington 
15-2 last night in the District 1 ° 


Jimmy Fund ages 9-10 Little - | 


League Tournament at the Lee 
Little League field. 

The game was called after five 

innings because of the 12-run 

mercy rule. With the victory 

Pittsfield South Red continues E 
in the winner’s bracket and will 

face Dalton tomorrow at 5:30. 

Great Barrington will play a. 
consolation round game with 

Adams on Saturday. 

Winning pitcher Matt Ward 
allowed one hit and struck out 
one in three innings for Pitts- 
field South Red. Vic Turczak 
was the losing pitcher. 

Pittsfield South Red scored 
four runs in the first, two in the 
second, one in the third, three 
in the fourth and five in the 
fifth. Josh Roth singled in two 
runs in the fourth, while Tirrell 
had an RBI single, also in the 
fourth. 

Great Barrington’ Charles 
Bouteiller hit a two-run sjngle 


in the fourth. 
T/A3Z1%¢ 


Pittsfield South and Great 
Barrington will play each other 
today at the Hinsdale Athletic 
Field in a loser’s bracket game. 
In the winner’s bracket today, 
Dalton-Hinsdale will face Pitts- 
field North at Chamberlain Park 
in Dalton. Both games take 


at 5:30 p.m. 
Oe the Pittsfield 
South/Great Barrington winner 
will fee the Pittsfield North/ 
Dalton-Hinsdale loser at 5:30 
p.m. in Dalton. The finals are 
scheduled to take place in Dal- 
ton on Friday. A second game, if 
necessary, will take place Sat- 
urday in Dalton. 


Great Barrington 7, Lee 4 
DALTON — At Chamberlain 
Park, Great Barrington scored a 
single run in the sixth to take a 
4-9, lead, before Lee scored two 


Pittsfield team 
wins in age 9-10 
baseball tourney 


LEE — Winning pitcher Jake 
Barbarotta threw a one-hitter as 


Pittsfield West Blue opened) 
play in the Berkshire County) 
Jimmy Fund ages 9-10 Little! 


League Tournament last night 
with a 19-1 victory over Lanes- 
boro at the Lee Little League 
Field. 


The game was called after 
four innings because of the 12- 
run mercy rule. 


Chris Marinaro and Brandon 
Bushey each had: two hits for 
Pittsfield West Blue, which will 
play the winner of this morn- 
ing’s game between Lee and 
Adams on Tuesday. 


Pittsfield scored five: runs in 
the first, 11 in the second, two 
in the third and one in the 
fourth. 

Lanesboro scored its lone run 
in the fourth. Nicole Unis led off 
with a single, advanced to third 


>} on two passed balls, and scored 


on Stefan Berringer’s 


‘ fielder’s 
choice. iif ad 0 [ ° & 


Pittsfield So. 


a 
Little League 


runs in the bottom of the frame 
to send the game into extra in- 
nings on Ryan Gregory's two- 
run single. 

In the top of the eighth for 
Great Barrington, Andrew Kir- 
kiades scored’ on a fielder’s 
choice, and Bill Cahill doubled 
in two runs. 

Winning pitcher Kirkiades 
pitched a complete-game nine- 
hitter, walked six and struck out 
10. Kirkiades also had two hits 
for Great Barrington, while 
Zachary Rolf had two RBIs. 


For Lee, Anthony Patterson 
replaced Monday night’s starter 
Dylan Lewis on the mound and 
gave up six hits in seven in- 





advance 


nings while striking out nine. 
Lewis walked two and struck 
out. one in one inning Monday 


night. 
Pittsfield South 3, Adams 0 


HINSDALE — At the Hins- 
dale Athletic Field, Green 
walked three and struck out 
four for Pittsfield South as Ad- 


ams was eliminated from the , 


tournament. 

Pittsfield South took a 2-0 
lead in the first on Nick Croce’s 
two-run double. In the second, 
Aaron Cillo put Pittsfield South 
up 3-0 with a solo home run. 

Losing pitcher Nathan Le- 
moine allowed five hits, walked 
two and struck out one. - 

John Koperniak, Scott Beau- 
chemin and Brian Barrett each 
had singles for Adams. 





Pittsfield North, Cheshire 


advance in Lee tourney 


LEE — Pittsfield North and 


Cheshire both spotted their op- 
ponents early leads yesterday, 
but mounted comebacks to ad- 
vance in the Berkshire County 
Jimmy Fund age 9-10 Little 
League tournament at the Lee 
Little League field. 


Pittsfield North fell behind 1-0 


‘ in the first inning, but came 


back to score a 4-3 win over 
North Adams. 


Cheshire spotted Wil- 
liamstown a 2-0 lead in the first 
inning, but scored three runs in 
the last inning to pull out a 4-2 
victory. 

Pittsfield 4, N. Adams 3 

Sean Santolin’s triple and a 

run-scoring single by Matt Coty 


highlighted a two-run third in- 
ning that put Pittsfield ahead to 


_ four 


stay. They added runs in the 
fourth and fifth, which was just 
enough to survive a two-run 
rally by North Adams in the 
sixth. $ 

Nate Girard and Bobby Berard 
each had RBI singles for North 
Adams in the sixth. 

Shaun Courtney and Corey 
Phillips shared the pitching win 
for Pittsfield. 


Cheshire 4, Williamstown 2 


Cheshire, down 2-0 through 
innings, scored an un- 
earned run in the fifth and 
pulled the game out with a 
three-run sixth. A two-run sin- 
gle by Ken Loynes was the key 


_ blow in the sixth. 


Kyle Jolin’s double scored 
Damian George, who had 
walked, and Greg Holland, who 
had singled, in the first inning 


for Williamstown. 7 L : aes 





Pittsfield South 
wins in N. Adams 

NORTH ADAMS — John Mar- 
tin had a double and two sin- 


gles, and Pittsfield South scored 
all its runs in the first three in- 





nings en route to a 10-3 win 
over Lee last night in a winner's 
| bracket game of the North Ad- 
» ams age 9-10 Little League 
| Baseball tournament at Fallon 
Field. 


Little League 


Martin, Matt Ward and John 
Martin all singled during Pitts- 
field’s five-run first inning, and 
South locked up the win with a 
four-run third inning. 

Ward contributed a single and 
double to South’s seven-hit at- 
tack. t 
Starter Dan Larrow got the 
win, striking out seven in three 
innings. Matt Terrell finished, 
striking out two in three in- 
nings, as the two combined on a 
five-hitter. 





nl 


| Gt. Barrington reaches 


| county final with 2-1 win 


l 
Plays Pittsfield North for title idee Vee 


Great Barrington and Dalton-Hinsdale each managed just two 
hits, but it was Great Barrington that pushed across the extra, 
run, scoring a 2-1 win last night in the loser’s bracket final of 
the District 1 (Berkshire County) Little League tournament at 
Chamberlain Park in Dalton. 


a 


Little League 


With the victory, Great Barrington earns a berth in today’s 


Pittsfield South tops Adams 


NORTH ADAMS — Shane 
Broderick went 2-for-2 with a 
double and triple, scored three 
runs and added two RBIs as 
Pittsfield South defeated Adams 
15-1 yesterday in the North Ad- 
ams Little League Tournament 
at Fallon Field.. 


{Sn 
Little League 


The game was stopped after 
four innings because of the 10- 
run mercy rule. 


Shane Perrault, Jon Martin, 
Andy Rapkowicz and Mike 
Boino each had two of Pittsfield 





} 


Winning pitcher Matt Ward, 
who went the first three in- | 
nings, and reliever Perrault | 
combined on a four-hitter. 
Justin Koperniak went 2-for-2 
for Adams. 

Pittsfield South broke a 
scoreless tie in the second by 
scoring eight runs on six hits. 
In the third, Pittsfield South 
added seven runs, highlighted 
by Broderick’s two-run triple. 

Adams’ lone run came in the 
fourth. Derek Pinsonneault 
reached on an error, stole sec- 
ond base, went to third on a 
wild pitch and scored on Josh 
Barrett’s sacrifice fly. 

Trevor Skrocki, who went the 






Chauncy Burtt took the loss 


| for Lee, which got a double from 


Shawn Dooley and a triple from 
Al Cummings. Joe Curtin 


aioe two shutay PEELE, 


championship game against unbeaten Pittsfield North, the 
defending champion. The championship game is scheduled at 
5:30 at Chamberlain Park. If Barrington wins, a second and 


decisive championship game will be scheduled tomorrow at 


5:30. 


Also last night, North Adams kicked off the Berkshire 


win over the Pittsfield West White team. “a | 


County Jimmy Fund age 9-10 tournament in ie ii Ez 8-2 


Adams Little League AllStar Nate Lemoine fouls off a pitch 
from Pittsfield South’s Brad Green Tuesday at the Hinsdale 
Athietic Complex. Adams lost the game 3-0 and was eliminat- 
ed from the tournament. (Transcript - Kris Dufour) 





DALTON — There was noth- 
ing new for the Adams Little 
League All-Stars Tuesday, and 
that was bad news. 

After falling behind 3-0 on 
Monday and watching the rains 
suspend the game until Tuesday, 
the Adams Little Leaguers were 
hoping they would have more 
luck against Pittsfield South 
right-hander Brad Green, 

Adams had its chances, but the 
results were the same as Pitts- 
field earned a 3-0 victory, oust- 
ing the Adamites from the Dis- 
trict 1 (Berkshire County) Tour- 
nament. 


LITTLE LEAGUE 


South scored all three of its 
runs in the two innings played 
Monday, but were shut down by 
Adams righty Nate Lemoine 
Tuesday in three innings. That 
allowed his teammates to get 
something going against Green, 
and they nearly did. 

In the top of the third, the first 
inning Tuesday, Scott Beachmin 
ripped a single with two outs and 
nobody on. Jonathan Koperniak 
followed with a single and 
Robert Crouse drew a walk to 
load the bases. Green, however, 
got a ground ball that forced 
Crouse at second to escape the 


South’s 16 hits. 
added a double. 


Martin also 
ing pitcher. 


Adams eliminated by South 


jam. 
In the Adams fourth, Chad Mi- 
siuk walked and Dennis Pinson- 
neault reached on a two-base 
throwing error that moved Mis- 
iuk to third. A pop to short ended 
that threat. 

In the fifth Crouse walked 
with one out but Green retired 
the next two hitters. In the sixth, 
Geoff Kondell ripped a one-out 
single to left, but Green got the 
final two hitters to end the game. 

Beachmin was 1-for-2 while 
Brian Barrett and Koperniak 
were 1-for-3. Crouse walked 
twice. 

_ Lemoine took the loss, allow- 
ing five hits in five innings, 
walking two and striking out one. 
_ Pittsfield South scored twice 
in the first Monday. Brandon 
Farley and Green ripped singles 
and, with two outs, Nate Croce 
roped a two-run double. In the 
second, Aaron Ciullo launched a 
solo home run that made it 3-0 
and accounted for all of the 
game’s scoring. 

_ Green picked up the win, go- 
ing six innings, allowing three 
hits and three walks while fan- 
ning four. 

In Tuesday’s other game, 
Great Barrington,held s Lee, 7- 


See iL “ L 


e 12 


first three innings 


[3 


e los- 


Te 


Adams 


(Continued from Page 10) 


4. Ryan Gregory’s two-run single 
in the bottom of the sixth helped 
Lee knot the game at four, but 
Great ; Barrington scored three 
times in the top of the eighth for 
the in; 

‘Winning pitcher Andrew 
Kirkiades scored on a fielder’s 
choice to break the tie, and team- 
mate Bill Cahill doubled in two 
runs. 

_ Kirkiades got the win, allow- 
ing nine hits in eight innings, 
walking six and striking out 10. 

_ Today’s games feature Pitts- 
field South and Great Barrington 


. in a loser’s bracket game at the 


Hinsdale Athletic Field at 5:30 
p.m. and Dalton-Hinsdale and | 
Pittsfield North will battle at — 
5:30 p.m. at Chamberlin Park in 
Dalton. 

All Norther Berkshire teams 
have been eliminated from the 


tournament. eel * & 





‘Barrington, 


captures 
county | 
playoff 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


. DALTON — It’s been so long 
since Great Barrington coach 
Mike Kiriakedes won the Dis- 
trict 1 (Berkshire County) ages 
11-12 Little League tournament 


as a player that he’s forgotten @ 


most of what happened. 





Little League 





More than 25 years later, 
Mike’s son Andrew. brought 
those feelings back to his father 
yesterday. 

Andrew Kiriakedes pitched a 
five-hitter yesterday, as Great 
Barrington upset defending 
_ champion Pittsfield North 5-3 at 
Chamberlain Park to win its 
first District 11-12 Tournament 
title since 1970. 

It was Andrew Kiriakedes’ 
fifth victory in Great Barring- 
ton’s nine tournament games, 
and capped an extraordinary 
weekend for the South County 
team. They came out of the 
loser’s bracket to beat Pittsfield 
North 8-3 Saturday with a six- 
run, sixth-inning rally which 
forced yesterday’s second and 
decisive game. 

Zachary Rolf went 2-for-2 with 
two doubles and two RBIs for 
Great Barrington, which ad- 
vances to the state sub-sectional 
game against the District 2 
champion in Westfield on 
Friday at 5:30 p.m. 

Katie Pierce had two hits for 
Pittsfield. Mike Pieropan, Pitts- 
field North coach Jeff Pier- 
opan’s son, was the losing 
pitcher. 


LITTLE, continued on C3 
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Victory celebration finds Great Barrington winning pitcher Andrew Kiriakedes 
getting a hug from assistant coach Marty Rolf after their team’s 5-3 county Little 
League championship win over Pittsfield North yesterday in Dalton. 


Lanesboro wins title again 
Sweeps Post 68 for 5th straight crown 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


DALTON — After limping through the sec- 
ond half of the season with an injury-depleted 
lineup, first-half champion Lanesboro Post 
446 showed yesterday that it still knows how 
to win the Berkshire County American Legion 
title. 


Four-time losers to second-half champion 
Pittsfield Post 68 during the regular season, 
Lanesboro swept a doubleheader from Pitts- 
field 3-1 and 5-3 at Jeff Reardon Field yester- 


Little League tournament 


will open this 


weekend 


day to sweep the best-of-three league cham- 
pionship series in the minimum two games. 

Ryan Cameron pitched a two-hitter in the 
first game, while Jarret Bayliss came on in 
relief of starter J.J. Filiault and pitched out of 
a bases-loaded jam in the sixth inning of the 
second game to give Lanesboro its fifth con- 
secutive Berkshire County American Legion 
title. 

With the victory, Lanesboro advances to the 
best-of-three Western Mass. sectional playoffs, 


H y Ripe 
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Mike Kiriakedes felt watching 
his son win the District 1 title 
meant more to him than when 
he did it as a player. 

“IT think it’s a larger deal to 
watch Andrew do it,” Mike said. 
“And it’s the way we did it. We 
were underdogs from Day One.” 


Great Barrington may have 
been the underdogs, but with 
Andrew on the mound in this 
tournament it always had a 
chance. In addition to yester- 
day’s game, Andrew no-hit Wil- 
liamstown, one-hit Berkshire 
Hills, and two-hit Dalton- 
Hinsdale in the game that put. 
Great Barrington into the 
championship round. 

“Those kids have a lot of con- 
fidence in Andrew when he’s on 
the mound,” Mike Kiriakedes 
said. “He’s good under pressure. 
He really is.” 


Fresh off its come-from- 
behind victory Saturday, Great 
Barrington put the pressure on 
Pittsfield North right away yes- 
terday when Rolf’s two-out 
double in the top of the first 


plated Ryan Shimmon and 
Kevin Furey to give Great Bar- 
rington a 2-0 lead. The winners 
increased their lead to 3-0 in the 
second when Bill Cahill dou- 
bled, went to third on a wild 
pitch, then scored on Shawn 
Van Alphen’s sacrifice bunt. 


Pittsfield rallies 


But Pittsfield North, which 
had rallied from a 2-0 deficit in 
Saturday’s game to take a 3-2 
lead in the top ofthe fifth, came 
back and tied the score. 


Pittsfield North pulled within 
3-2 with two runs in the third. 
Dan Malacarne hit a leadoff 
double for Pittsfield North’s 
first hit, then scored when a 
throwing error was made on 
Pierce’s single. Singled to sec- 
ond base by Mike Pieropan, 
Pierce then scored on two wild 
pitches. 


After Pittsfield North’s Steve 
Wixsom was tagged out at the 
plate trying to score on a wild 
pitch in the fourth, North tied it 
3-3 in the fifth. 

Malacarne walked, then went 
to second on a wild pitch. Pierce 
followed with a single to right. 





Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Sia 
Critical play in yesterday’s county Little League playoff finds Pittsfield North runner Dan 
Malacarne, left, dodging tag by Great Barrington catcher Zachary Rolf, who reaches for 
the ball as Malacarne scores to make the score 3-3 in fifth inning. 


Malacarne scored when he went 
around Rolf’s tag and dove back 
to touch the plate. Pierce went 
to second on the throw to the 


plate, but was thrown out at. 


third to end the inning. 

Great Barrington then scored 
its final two runs in the sixth. 
Furey singled, went to second 
on a passed ball, and advanced 
to third on an infield out. Pitts- 
field North coach Pieropan then 
brought the infield in. But 
Cahill hit a bloop single to right 
to score Furey and make it 4-3. 

Keith Godburn followed with 
a single to left that sent Cahill 
to third. When an error was 
made in the outfield, Cahill 
scored. 

“They're very disappointed,” 
Pittsfield coach Pieropan said of 
his team. “But like I told my 
team, ‘You played your hearts 
out.’ We really weren’t favored 
to win anything this year, be- 
cause we only have two starters 
back from last year’s team. 

“With a few breaks, that could 
have been us behind the [first- 
place] banner,” coach Pieropan 
said. “We have five 11-year-olds 
on this team. They have a lot of 


at Dalton and Hinsdale 


For the first time, the Dalton-Hinsdale Little League will 
serve as host for the Berkshire County Little League Baseball 
Tournament, a 12-team, double-elimination event that begins 
this weekend. 

All games in the tournament will be played at Chamberlain 
Park in Dalton or the Hinsdale Athletic Field. 

In first-round games on Saturday, Adams plays Pittsfield 
West in Dalton at noon, with Dalton-Hinsdale vs. Lanesboro to 
follow. At the same time in Hinsdale, Great Barrington plays 
Williamstown at noon, with North Adams vs. Berkshire Hills 
to follow. 

Cheshire, Lee, Pittsfield South and defending champion 

’ Pittsfield North are also taking part in the tournament, which 
continues through July 19, with the championship game at 
5:30 in Dalton. If the loser’s bracket team wins that game, a 
winner-take-all final will be July 20 at 5:30 in Dalton.* 


| 


in final 


NORTH ADAMS — It will 
be Pittsfield North against 
Pittsfield South for the 
championship of the North 
Adams ages 9-10 Little 
League tournament at Fallon 
Field. 


Ta | 


Little League 


Sean Santolin went 3-for-3 
for Pittsfield North, which 
scored two runs on three 
straight hits with two-out in 
the fifth to eliminate Lee 7-6 
last night in the loser’s 
bracket final. 

Pittsfield. North will play 
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Pittsfield South for the champi- 
onship of this double- 
elimination tournament today at 
5:30 p.m. If Pittsfield North 
wins, a second game will be 
played tomorrow at 5:30 p.m. 

T.J. Reilly had two hits and 
an RBI, Corey Phillips one hit 
and two RBIs, and Bobby Horne 
two hits and two RBIs for Pitts- 
field North. 

Down 6-5 entering the bottom 
of the fifth, Santolin began 
North’s game-winning rally with 
a single to center. Santolin stole 


second, and went to third on a 


throwing error. Phillips then 
singled to left to score Santolin 


with the tying run. 


When Santolin scored. the 
throw went to the plate, which 
enabled Phillips to go on to 
second. Horne followed with a 
single that scored Phil- 
lips with the game-winning run. 

In the top of the sixth, Lee 
put runners on.first and second 
with two out when Sean Daley 
reached on an infield single and 
Gunnar Almgren walked. But 
Pittsfield North relief pitcher 


John Moore got Joe Curtin to fly 


out to left to end the game. 


_ Moore, who walked one. and 
struck out one in one inning of 
relief, received the save. Sean 
Courtney, who relieved starter 


Phillips in t third, was the 
winner. 9 7 / a [ 5 b 
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_ Pittsfield N orth stays 


unbeaten in N. Adams 


Santolin, Phillips 


NORTH ADAMS — Sean San- 
tolin had four hits and drove in 
three runs, and Corey Phillips 
pitched a two-hitter with 11 
strikeouts last night as Pitts- 
field North beat Cheshire 9-2 
and became the second Pitts- 
field team to advance in the 
winner’s bracket of the North 
Adams Little League age 9-10 
tournament at Fallon Field. 

Pittsfield North and Pittsfield 
South are the last remaining 
unbeaten teams in the double- 
elimination tournament, and 
will meet Saturday at 1 p.m. 

Last night, Santolin hit a two- 
run single in the third inning as 
North overcame a 1-0 deficit 
and went ahead to stay. Pitts- 
field broke it open with five 
runs in the fourth, when San- 
tolin had an RBI single, Matt 
Coty and T.J., Reilly drew bases- 
loaded walks and two runs 
scored on wild pitches. 

Bob Horne completed the 


spark 9-2 win 





Little League 


scoring with a two-run single in 
the sixth. 

For Cheshire, Mike Bannister 
doubled and seored in the sec- 
ond inning to put his team 
ahead, and the second run 
scored on an error in the fifth. 

Cheshire will now play Wil- 
liamstown Saturday at 11 a.m. 
in a loser’s bracket game. 

Santolin and Coty, who had 
two hits, led Pittsfield’s 11-hit 
attack behind Phillips’ 
complete-game effort. Evan 
Lagess struck out six in three 
innings for Cheshire, but took 
the loss. ! 

There are six teams still alive 
in the double-elimination tour- 
nament, which is scheduled to 
continue through Thursday. Lee 
and Pittsfield West play today at 
5:30. | 

as 
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the third when Shane Perrault scored on Bobby 


Horne’s sacrifice squeeze bunt, and pinch runner 
Dan Laurow scored on a wild pitch. 

Pittsfield North then threatened in the bottom 
of the third, loading the bases with one out on 


. two walks and an error. But Pittsfield South Red 


got out of the jam when Charlie Bashara flied out 
to centerfielder Shane Broderick, who then threw 
Brandon Rice out at the plate for an inning- 
ending double play. 

“He’s a little bit of a thing, but he’s got a can- 
non of an arm,” Ward said of Broderick. _ 

However, Pittsfield South Red was unable to 
build on the momentum from that play. After 
Courtney retired the side in order in the fourth, 
Pittsfield North made its comeback in the bottom 


_ of the frame. 


Sean Santolin led off with a double to left, the 
game’s only extra base hit. After Matt Coty 
walked, Santolin went to third on T.J. Reilly’s 
groundout to second, and scored the tying run 
when Horne (2-for-3, 2 runs scored) singled off 
the pitcher’s mound. 

“When we got behind by a run, Santolin’s 
double was a big play for us because it got us go- 
ing,” Hogan said. 

Coty went to third on Horne’s single, and 
scored when Phillips beat out an infield hit to put 
Pittsfield North up 4-2. Horne went to third on ~ 
Phillips’ single, and scored the final run when an 
error was made on Phillips’ steal of second. 

Pittsfield North had taken a 2-0 lead in the first 
when Reilly scored on an error, and Horne tallied 
on a fielder’s choice. Pittsfield South Red cut the 
lead to 2-1 in the second when Broderick scored 
on a wild pitch. 

Matt Tirrell, who replaced starter Matt Ward in 
the fourth, was the losing pitcher. af 
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Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Pittsfield South Red catcher Shane Perrault reaches for the ball at the plate in the first inning as Bobby Horne 


slides in to score Pittsfield North’s second run in last ni 


championship game in Lee. 


_ Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Pittsfield South Red pitcher Matt Ward arrives just 
in time to get Pittsfield North’s Matt Coty (7%) at 
first base on an infield grounder in first inning of 
last night’s game in Lee. 
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Pittsfield North 
wins age 9-10 title 


Little Leaguers rally past South rivals 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
LEE:— Pittsfield North coach 
Jack Hogan used Shaun 
Courtney as a starting pitcher 


at the beginning of the District - 
-1 Jimmy Fund ages 9-10 Little 


League Tournament. But 
Courtney got so nervous, 
Hogan decided to“use him in 
relief. 

Now, Hogan is glad he did. 

Coming on in relief of starter 
Corey Phillips in the fourth 
inning, Courtney retired the 
last nine batters he faced as 
Pittsfield North rallied to beat 
Pittsfield South Red 5-3 last 
night in the tournament 
championship game at the Lee 
Little League field. 

Courtney struck out three of 
the nine batters he faced, in- 
cluding two in the sixth. Only 
two of the nine batters he faced 
hit balls out of the infield. 

“He was just throwing 
strikes,’ Hogan said when 
asked about Courtney’s pitch- 
ing style. “He got nine straight 
guys out. You can’t ask for any 
more than that.” 


Buoyed by Courtney’s pitch- 
ing, Pittsfield North also began 
to swing the bats, scoring three 
runs on three hits and an error 
in the bottom of the fourth to 
overcome a 3-2 deficit and win 
the game. 

Pittsfield North, which lost in 
the tournament’s first round a 
year ago, last won the Jimmy 
Fund tournament three years 
ago, Hogan said. Hogan has 
been a Pittsfield Little League 
coach for 30 years, but had 
never won the Jimmy Fund 
Tournament until last night. 

“It feels good, especially 
beating these guys,” Hogan 
said, meaning no disrespect 
toward Pittsfield South Red. 
“The kids all know each other, 
and razz each other. It’s a good 
rivalry.” 

“They hit the ball hard and 
we didn’t make the plays,” 
Pittsfield South Red coach 
Dick Ward said. “We hit the 
ball and they made the plays. 
That’s basebail.” 

Pittsfield South Red had 
taken its 3-2 lead in the top of 
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_ Pittsfield South reache 


NORTH ADAMS ~— Pittsfield South jumped 
out to 5-0 lead and held off a frantic sixth- 
inning rally to defeat Pittsfield North 5-4 
yesterday in a showdown between the last 
two undefeated teams in the North Adams 
Little League age 9-10 tournament at Fallon 
Field. 

The victory earned Pittsfield South a 
berth in the championship game, scheduled 
Wednesday at 5:30 at Fallon Field. 

In loser’s bracket games yesterday, 
Cheshire scored four times in the fourth 
Inning to eliminate Williamstown 7-6, and 
Lee banged out 13 hits in an 11-5 win that 
ousted Pittsfield West. 

Action will continue on Monday with Lee 
taking on Cheshire. The winner of that 
game will face Pittsfield North on Tuesday, 
with that winner going up against Pittsfield 
South for the title Wednesday. 


Pittsfield South 5, Pittsfield North 4 
South scored twice in the first:on a 


Pram aT fs 1 


Tera 


Little League 


fielder’s choice by Shane Perreault and on 
an error, and added three more runs in the 
fifth. Perreault had the big hit in the in- 
ning, a two-run double that scored Matt 
Tirrell and Matt Ward. John Martin’s sacri- 
fice fly plated Perreault with the final run. 


North made it interesting by scoring four 
times in the sixth inning. Corey Phillips 
‘drew a walk to open the inning, and went to 
second on a base hit by Bob Horn. John 
Moore then reached on fielder’s choice, and 
Phillips came in to score on ‘an error. Ver- 
non Price followed with an RBI single, and 
Matt Codey drew a walk that forced home 


another run. The fourth run scoréd on Matt . 


Reilley’s fielder’s, choice. 


Matt Ward worked the first three innings 
to get the win. Phillips took the loss. 


s N. 


Adams final 


Cheshire 1, Williamstown 6 


Matt Bayliss’ two-run single in the fourth 
was the big blow for Cheshire, whose other 
runs in the inning came on an error and a 
fielder’s choice grounder by Joe Herzog. 

Trailing 3-1 after two innings, Wil- 
liamstown rallied for five runs in the third 
to take a 6-3 lead. Greg Holland had the big 
blow in the inning, a three-run homer to 
center field. Damon George’s two-run single 
scored the other runs. 

Matt Wright pitched the final three in- 
nings and fanned four to get the win. . 


Lee 11, Pittsfield West 5 


Joe Curtin and Mike Holmgren each had 
three hits and Sean Daley and Mike Pleau 
added two hits apiece for Lee. Dan Har- 
tington had three hits and Chris McDonald 
two for Pittsfield West. Curtin worked the 
first three innings to get the win, walking 
two and striking out two. Harrington took 
the loss. 











Photo by David Bruneau 


Matt Tirrell (3) is greeted by Pittsfield South teammate Matt Ward after scoring the go-ahead run in last night’s 
3.1 win over Pittsfield North in their Little League age 9-10 championship game in North Adams. 


This time, South gets the title 


By Tom Ryan 


Eagle Correspondent 


PITTSFIELD — Shane Per- 
reault’s two-run double in the 
bottom of the fifth inning 
scored Andy Rapkowicz and 
Matt Tirrell with the tying and 
go-ahead runs and lifted Pitts- 
field South to a come-from- 
behind 3-1 win over Pittsfield 
North in the championship 
game of the North Adams age 9- 
10 Little League Tournament at 
Fallon Field. 

The win helped avenge a 5-3 
loss by the Pittsfield South Red 
team to the Pittsfield North all- 
stars in the championship game 
of the age 9-10 tournament in 
Lee on July 30. 

“These kids just love to play,” 
said South manager Dick Ward 
of his young charges. “We sat 
them down and asked them 
eS what their goals were in the 

Photo by David Bruneau’ oinning, and tried to keep it 
Pittsfield North catcher Bobby Horne looks to at- fin for them. We must have 
tempt a double play after forcing out South runner gone OK, because they never 
Steve Ray (4) during last night’s championship wanted to go home from prac- 
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N. Adams tournament win 
avenges loss to North in Lee 





Little League 





South, which went 3-0 in the 
tournament, including a 5-4 win 
over North in the winner’s 
bracket final on Saturday, 
trailed its crosstown rival 1-0 
before rallying for all three of 
its runs in the fifth. 

In the fifth, Steve Ray led off 
the inning by drawing a walk off 
reliever Shaun Courtney and 
Rapkowicz followed with an in- 
field hit. Both runners then 
moved up on a wild pitch. With 
one out, Tirrell walked to load 
the bases. John Moore then 
came on to pitch and got Matt 
Ward to hit into a fielder’s 
choice, with Ray being forced 
out at the plate for the second 
out of the inning. But then Per- 
reault then came up with his 
clutch hit, lining a 2-0 pitch into 
center field to put South in the 
lead. South then added an in- 


game in North Adams. tice.” 9 LITTLE, continued on C3 
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surance run when Jonathan 
Martin blooped a hit into center 
field to score Ward. Sean San- 
tolin’s throw to the plate was in 
time to get Perreault, who tried 
to score from second on the hit. 

“Tt was a tough decision who 
was going to play, and tonight it 
was the kids who didn’t start 
who got the rally going,” said 
Ward. “Sean and Jon hit the 
ball pretty hard for 10-year-old 
kids, and Matty had a great 
tournament both pitching and 
hitting.” 


North goes ahead 


After leaving the bases loaded 
in the second, North took the 
lead with a single run in the 
third. With one out, Corey Phi- 
llips singled to left and went to 
second on a passed ball. Bob 
Horne then grounded out, but 
Matt Coty followed with a hard 
shot just inside the first base 
line that scored Phillips with 
the first run of the game. 


North, which defeated Lee 7-6 
on Tuesday to advance to the 
final, had a chance to add to its 
lead when Phillips singled and 
Coty walked with one out in the 
fifth, but reliever Sean Larrow 
buckled down and retired the 
next two hitters on a strikeout 
and a ground ball to end the 
threat. 


Phillips kept the potent South 
attack in check for the first 
three innings, giving up just 
one’ hit and. fanning: five. 
Courtney pitched a_ scoreless 
fourth before being lifted in the 
fifth. ie 

“We know we have the sticks, 


of time before we got on the 
board,” Ward said. “Corey Phi- 
llips pitched a great first three 
innings for them. This whole 
tournament was close, espe- 
cially our games with North. I 
said during the Lee tournament 
that if we played Pittsfield 
North eight times, we’d each 
win four of them.” 

Phillips was the only player 
on either team to get two hits. 

Larrow came in the fourth 
and gave up just one hit, walked 
one and fanned seven to get the 
win. Tirrell went the first three 
innings, and yielded just two 
hits and fanned two. 


Pittsfield 
elubs are 


in final 
North and South 


score victories 


LEE — It'll be Pittsfield North 
and South vying for the cham- 
pionship in the annual Berk- 
shire County Little League age 
9-10 Jimmy Fund Tournament. 





Little League 


Pittsfield North defeated Lee 
5-1 yesterday to reach tomor- 
row’s championship game, while 
Pittsfield South rolled past 
Cheshire 10-3. The two teams 
will play at the Lee Little 
League field tomorrow after- 
noon at 5:30. 

Pittsfield North trailed 1-0 af- 
ter 314 innings, when Matt Riv- 
ers’ sacrifice fly scored starting 
pitcher Chauncey Burtt. But: 
Pittsfield North bounced back 
with two runs in the top of the 
fourth, as Corey Phillips hit a 
triple with two runners on base. 
North added three runs in the 
fifth inning, keyed by John 
Moore’s two-run single. 

Shawn Courtney pitched 
three shutout innings in relief 
of Phillips to get the win. Gun- 
nar Almgren took the loss in 
relief for Lee. Burtt had held 
Pittsfield North scoreless and 
hitless for three innings, strik- 
ing out five. But tournament 
rules require pitching changes 
after three frames. 

Pittsfield South, meanwhile, 
scored three runs in the top of 
the first inning and never 
looked back. Don Larrow belted 
a two-run single, and Shane 
Perrault added an RBI base hit. 

Matt Tirrell had three hits to 
pace the 12-hit Pittsfield South 
attack. Perrault added a single, 
a double and three RBIs. Matt 
Ward got the win for Pittsfield 
South, with Tirrell finishing up. 
Cheshire mustered up only 
three hits, Joe Herzog getting a 
two-run double. Matt Wright 
took the loss. 

In the consolation game, 
Great Barrington scored six 
runs in the top of the sixth in- 
ning to beat Williamstown 13-10. 
Charles Bouteiller’s two-run 
double keyed the was 
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Barrington 


forces final 


showdown 


Pittsfield North 
victim of rally, 8-3 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


DALTON — Three outs from 
its second consecutive District 1 
(Berkshire County) age 11-12 
Little League Tournament 
championship yesterday, Pitts- 
field North found out just how 
hard it is to make Great Bar- 
rington go away. 

After watching a 2-0 lead 
evaporate into a 3-2 deficit in 
the bottom of the fifth when 
Pittsfield North pinch | hitter 
Jonathan Welch hit a dramatic 
solo homer with two out, Great 
Barrington rallied to score six 
Tuns in the top of the sixth and 
beat the defending champs 8-3 
at Chamberlain Park. 


Sin a 
Little League 





Great Barrington’s victory sets 
up a second and deciding game 
between the two teams for the 
District 1 title at Chamberlain 
Park at 5:30 p.m. today. Andrew 
Kiriakedes and Mike Pieropan, 
the sons of Great Barrington 
coach Mike Kiriakedes . and 
Pittsfield North coach Jeff 
Pieropan, will be the starting 
pitchers. 


“T’m so proud of these kids, I 
don’t know what to say,” Great . 
Barrington coach Kiriakedes 
said. “‘I’d like to rock the county 
tomorrow.” 

The District 1 winner ad- 
vances to a State Little League 
sub-sectional game against the 
District 2 champion in Westfield 
at 5:30 p.m. Friday. 


Will be 3rd meeting 


Today’s game will be the third 
meeting between these two 
teams in the District 1 tourna- 
ment, as Pittsfield North 
knocked Great Barrington into 
the loser’s bracket with an 8-1 
win early in the tourney. Great 
Barrington, which was playing 
its eighth tournament game 
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yesterday to Pittsfield North’s 
fourth, had shown its resilience 
since then by beating Lee in 
eight innings and Pittsfield 
South in nine to stay alive. 

But even taking those games 
into consideration, Great Bar- 
rington’s comeback in yester- 
day’s game was remarkable be- 
cause Pittsfield North had al- 
ready staged a dramatic come- 
back of its own. 

Held to one hit through the 
first four innings by Great Bar- 
rington starter Shawn Van 
Alphen, Pittsfield North tied the 
score 2-2 with two out in the 


bottom of the fifth when Steve 


Papa and Dan Malacarne sin- 
gled, and’ later scored when a 


throwing error was made on a 
double steal. af if g }j 


On the first pitch after the 
two runs had crossed the plate, 
Welch hit his homer over the 
left field fence to give Pittsfield 
North a 3-2 lead. 

“That made me look like a 
genius for about a half an in- 
ning,” Pittsfield North coach 
Pieropan said about his decision 
to let Welch pinch hit. 

Great Barrington’s sixth in- 
ning rally began when Bill 
Cahill hit a leadoff double, then 
went to third on a wild pitch. 
Next batter Keith Godburn 
walked, and stole second. An 
error was made on the steal 
which allowed Cahill to score 
the tying run from third. God- 
burn continued on to third on 
the play. 

Van Alphen then laid a per- 
fect bunt down the first base 
line that scored Godburn and 
gave Great Barrington a 4-3 


lead. A throwing error enahkled 
Van Alphen to go to second. 

Coach Pieropan replaced 
starting pitcher J.P. Murphy 
with Chris Brown. Pinch hitter 
Bryan Gore greeted Brown with 
another bunt single which 
moved Van Alphen over to 
third. Van Alphen made it 5-3 
on Andrew Kirkiades’ sacrifice 
fly to shallow left. 

After Brown walked Daniel 
Smith and Ryan Shimmon to 
load the bases, Zachary Rolf 
popped the ball into shallow left 
field for a two-run single that 
gave Great Barrington a 7-3 ad- 
vantage. Great Barrington’s fi- 
nal run came when Pittsfield 
North made an error on another 
steal attempt. 


“We’ve been doing it the 
whole tournament. We’re a 
Cinderella team here,” Coach 
Kiriakedes said. “We’ve got 





people who said we’d play two- 
games in this tournament and 
be out. I was ready to concede a 
loss, because we’d come the 
long away, but I didn’t. lose 
confidence.” 

Great Barrington took a 2-0 
lead in the first inning after 
loading the bases with no out 
when Kevin Furey and Rolf hit 
RBI singles. Great Barrington 
then loaded the bases in the 
second, but failed to score. Los- 
ing pitcher Murphy then retired 
10 of Great Barrington’s next 11 
batters until the sixth. 

Ryan Shimmon, who replaced 
Van Alphen on the mound after 
Welch’s home run, was the 
winning pitcher. Rolf and Furey 
each had two hits for. Great 
Barrington, with Rolf adding 
three RBIs. 

Malacarne had two of Pitts- 
field North’s four hits. 


Two no-hitters kick off Little League 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


With two no-hitters and a one-hitter, 
pitchers claimed the spotlight as the 
Berkshire County Little League base- 
ball tournament kicked off with a loud 
bang yesterday in Dalton and Hins- 
dale. 


Both Chamberlain Park in Dalton 
and the Hinsdale Athletic Field were 
sites for the no-hitters yesterday. 

In Dalton, Robert Crouse pitched a 
no-hitter as Adams opened the tour- 
nament with a 2-0 win over Pittsfield 
West. In the second game at Dalton, 
Scott Tucker fired a one-hitter and 


struck out 13 as host Dalton-Hins@ale 
blanked Lanesboro 9-0. 

In Hinsdale, Andrew Kiriakedes 
pitched the no-hitter as Great Bar- 
rington took care of Williamstown, 7-1. 
In the nightcap, North Adams pitcher 
Jim Ciepiela took a perfect game into 
the fifth inning, but settled for a five- 
hitter as North Adams downed Berk- 
shire Hills 6-3. 

The double-elimination tournament 
continues through July 19. 


Adams 2, West 0 


DALTON — Crouse struck out five 
and walked only one, as he won a duel 
with Pittsfield West hurler Brent 


White, who pitched a three-hitter with 
six strikeouts and no walks. 

The only runs came in the first and 
fifth innings. In the first, Morgan 
Czaja doubled and scored on an infield 


grounder by Nathan Lemoine: In the. 


fifth, Chad. Misiuk doubled and scored 
on a sacrifice fly by Justin Pins- 
onnealt. 


Gt. Barrington 7, Williamstown 1 


HINSDALE — Kiriakedes struck out 
nine and walked only four, and was 
supported by a five-run fourth inning. 
Zack Rolf had two hits for the winners. 
Trevor Manning, who struck out three 
over four innings, took the loss. 


Dalton-Hinsdale 9, Lanesboro 0 


DALTON — Tucker was in command 
for the host team, walking only two 
and surrendering only a second-inning 
single by losing pitcher Maggie Jen- 
nings. 

Tom Murray had three hits and 
three RBIs for Dalton-Hinsdale, and 
his two-run homer in the third inning 
doubled his team’s lead to 4-0. Joel 
Bradley’s three-run double triggered a 
four-run fourth inning that took the 
game out of reach. 

Greg Dorval added two of Dalton- 
Hinsdale’s nine hits, and scored three 
runs. : 





soecimgs RU ae piesa “2 pgneneaoee otmcammm enna 





The Berkshire Eagle, Sunday, July 7, 1996 — C3’ 


tourney — 


N. Adams 6, Berkshire Hills 3 


HINSDALE — Ciepiela struck out 10 i 
and walked only one, and had a per- | 
fect game until Brian Cardillo spoiled 
it with a one-out home run in the fifth 
inning. a 

Colby Danforth and Matt Ziter each 
hit doubles for North Adams, which 
scored one run in the second, three in 
the third and two in the fifth. 


Cardillo had two hits, including his - 
homer, and drove in all three Berk- 
shire Hills runs. Both teams had five: 
hits. Jon DelSoldato, who struck out: 
five and walked four, took the loss. 










Pittsfield softball sign-ups today 


The second and final sign-u i i 
-up sessions for the Pittsfi a 
partment slow pitch softball league will take place a he tees 


tonight from 6 to 8 p.m. Girls ages 9-16 are eligible. u. 144 Bae « 
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Greenridge girls win city title 
Pitisfield girls 2nd in Greenfield; Betnr men in nationals 


The Greenridge Variety Red Sox swept a playoff 


Pittsfield parks softball tryouts set 


Tryouts for the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Department’s age 
12-under and 14-under travel softball teams will be held this week- 





end. 


The tryouts for the 12-under team will be held tomorrow and” 
Sunday from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. at Benedict Field. 


« Tryouts for the 14-under team will be held at Pittsfield High | 


School tomorrow and Sunday from 4-6 p.m. 


Pittsfield girls win 


tat t L 
state softball, tifle 
| Ue : 

LEOMINSTER — Ashlee Zanconato pitched a two-hit 
shutout and hit a two-run double to break open a 1-0 
game, helping to lead Pittsfield to a 9-0 win. over Am- 
herst in Sunday’s championship game of the girls’ age 
16-and-under state slow-pitch softball tournament. 


The tournament was scheduled to begin Saturday, | 
but was rained out and pushed back to Sunday, when | 


the Pittsfield team had to play all four of its games. 


After a first-round bye, Pittsfield opened with an 8-2 


win over Northampton. Katie Hutchinson led the way 
with three hits and two RBls, Jacky Reynolds and 
Kristen Baumann each added two hits and two RBIs 
and Beth Barzottini had two hits and drove in one 


run. 

Pittsfield followed that with a 6-1 win over Green- 
field, as Jenny Bernardo and Temeka Burke each had 
three hits and two RBIs, Kim Sawyer had three hits 
and Missy Barnaby two hits. 

Amherst then came out of the loser’s bracket to 
hand Pittsfield its only loss, 5-0, to force a final 
showdown for the title. Amherst broke open a score- 
less tie with a run in the fifth and four in the sixth. 

The second Pittsfield-Amherst game was also 0-0 
until the fifth, when Pittsfield took a 1-0 lead. In the 
sixth, Becky Ciullo, Hutchinson and Jen Wright all 
singled to set up Zanconato’s two-run double. Pitts- 
field iced the win with four runs in the seventh. 


For more information, contact Dick Rocca at 442-085 


0 Silt 


Pittsfield team finishes 2nd : 
im Invitational Tournament 


PITTSFIELD — Missy Barn- 
aby walked with the bases 
loaded in the bottom of the 
ninth inning to give Pittsfield a 
9-8 victory over Greenfield and 
second place in. the 16-and- 
under age group in the ninth 
annual Pittsfield Girls Invita- 
tional Softball Tournament yes- 
terday at the Berkshire County 
Softball Complex. 

Pittsfield’s second-place finish 
in the 16-and-under category 
was the highest placement 
among Pittsfield’s four teams in 
the two-day tournament. Each 
team played four games. 

In the 12-and-under category, 
Holly Capitanio threw a one- 
hitter as Pittsfield defeated 
Southampton 6-1 yesterday to 
finish 2-2. Pittsfield also lost to 
the Greenfield. Hornets 16-4. 
The Hornets finished first in 
that age group championship 
with a 4-0 mark. 

In the 14-and-under category, 
Pittsfield finished 1-3 by beating 
Montague 7-5 Saturday night 
and losing to Easthampton 11-8 
yesterday. Pittsfield also lost to 
category champion North- 
ampton 21-4 Saturday night. 

The Pittsfield Cardinals, a 
Pittsfield House League team 
that competed in the 16-and- 
under category, upset North- 
ampton 9-8 yesterday to finish 
1-3. The Cardinals also lost to 
age group champion Fairlawn, 
R.1., 11-0 Saturday night. 

Pittsfield’s other 16-and-under 
team lost to Northampton 20-8 
Saturday night. 


16 and under 


In the Greenfield Hornets 
game, Greenfield scored three 
runs in the top of the ninth to 
take a 7-4 lead before Pittsfield 
scored four in the bottom of the 
frame to win it. 


Softball 4 /) Yi 


es. 


Both Pittsfield and the Hor- 
nets finished with the same 
record, but Pittsfield finished 
second because they beat the 
Hornets on the field. 

Kate Hutchinson, went 4-for-5 
for Pittsfield with a two run 
double. Jenn Wright was 2-for-5 
with a three-run triple. Kristen 
Baumann was 3-for-4 with an 
RBI. Ashlee Zanconato ‘was the 
winning pitcher. 

In the Northampton loss, 
Wright went 2-for-3 with a home 
run and three RBIs, Hutchinson 
was 2-for-3 with a home run and 
two RBIs, and Lindsay Kerwood 
was 2-for-2 with an RBI. 


14 and under 


In yesterday’s loss to East- 
hampton, Katrisha Tillman, 
Stacy Hormanski and Angela 
Rocea each went 2-for-4. Hor- 
manski had two’ RBIs, and 
Rocca one. Laurie Burke had a 
double and two RBIs. 

In Saturday night’s win over 
Montague, Rocca went 3-for4 
with an RBI, Hormanski 2-for-3 
with two RBIs. Meghan Eddy 
was the winning pitcher. 

In the loss to Northampton, 
Jenny Lemberg, Hormanski and 
Rocea each went 2-for-3. 


12 and under 


In the Southampton game, 
Kate Grady went 3-for-3 with 
three triples and four RBIs. 
Jackie LaRochelle also went 3- 
for-3. with four RBIs. Lindsi 
Brodeur was 2-for-2 with a tri- 
ple 

In the Hornets game, Sarah 
Curley went 3-for-3 for Pittsfield 
with three RBIs. 


with the Tax Comp Athletics last week to capture 


‘the championship of the Pittsfield girls’ softball 


12-and-under division. 

The teams had each posted 12-1 regular-season 
records, losing once each to each other, forcing 
the best-of-three playoff. 

In the first playoff game, Katie Edwards and 
Jackie Bailot had three hits apiece to lead a 16- 
hit attack, and Lindsi Brodeur had a home run 
and a single for the Red Sox in a 15-6 win. Beth 
Herrick had three hits for the Athletics. 

In the second game, Joelle Chapman went 4- 
for-4, Brodeur had three hits and Katie Grady 
had two hits as the Red Sox won 11-8. Herrick 
and Jackie LaRochelle had two hits each for the 
Athletics. 

Other members of the winning team are Kris- 
tina Turner, Liza Valenti, Brittany Wright, Lind- 
say Pemble, Erica Tuggey, Ashley Turner, Sarah 
Valenti, Jamie and Jessica Northwood, Meagan 
Bresnahan and Sylvia Birns. 


Pittsfield girls 2nd in Greenfield 


The Pittsfield Rockets 14-and-under all-star 
team posted a 3-3 record and placed second in 
the Greenfield Scholarship Tournament last 
weekend. 

Pittsfield played two games Saturday, losing to 
Northampton 10-4 and beating Montague 8-5. 
Against Northampton, Katrisha Tillman had 
three hits and Stacy. Horomanski had two. 
Against Montague, Pittsfield scored all eight runs 
in the first inning, got two hits from Katie Hay- 
ford and Katie Correia and two RBIs each from 
Hayford, Jenny Lemberg and Nicole Tesoniero. 

Pittsfield played four games Sunday, including 
a 1-0 loss to Greenfield that had been suspended 
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Softball Roundup 


because of rain. Kayla Donnelly and Lori 
Bauman each had two doubles in the loss. 

Then came a 5-1 win over Easthampton and a 
9-5 win over Enfield, Conn. Against Easthampton, 
Tesoniero had two hits and two RBIs and Lem- 
berg two RBIs. Against Enfield, Laura Burke had 
two hits and three RBIs, Laura Burch two hits 
and two RBIs and Anglea Rocca a single, double 
and two RBIs. 


Those two wins put Pittsfield into the final 
against Northampton, which scored nine runs in 
the fourth inning en route to an 11-2 win. Rocca 
had two hits and two RBIs for Pittsfield. 

Meghan Eddy pitched every game for Pitts- 
field. 


Betnr team reaches nationals 


The Betnr Construction men’s Class A 
modified-pitch softball team from Berkshire 
County posted a 3-2 record and placed fifth in the 
state tournament recently in Gardner, earning a 
berth in the national nine-man tournament Aug. 
30 to Sept. 2 in Atlanta. 


At Gardner, Betnr beat Lake Lodge of Fitch- | 


burg, Rick’s of Wilmington and Jack’s of Wil- 
mington, but lost to the Framingham Cardinals 
and the Bullpen Legends of New Bedford. 

Betnr team members are Ron Carver, Mike 
Meczywor, Art Gardner, Chris Larabee, Don 
Wright, Ken Benoit, Mike Ouimet, Jay Hayer, 
Jim Barbuto, Gary Blanchette, Scott Goodell, 
Scott Braman, Jon Vanuni, Bruce Gelinas, Ron 
Williamson and Jeff Hayer. 
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COUNCIL REPORT 


New capital budget approved 


Revised plan includes fu 


nds for girls’ softball complex 


City councilors voted 9-0 Tuesday 
in favor of a $5.69 million capital 
budget for the current fiscal year, 

The plan differs slightly from one 
acouncil subcommittee endorsed this 
past week. 

A portable bandstand costing 
$56,000 has replaced some work at 
city hall and an additional $225,000 
isnow earmarked fora planned girls’ 
softball complex. 

During the public session of 
Tuesday’s meeting, three speakers 
applauded the monies for the soft- 
ball complex, which were added at 


the request of council president’ 


Gerald Doyle, Jr. 
“Our girls need it... there’s no bet- 


F ia Se 


ter way the city could spend its 
money,” said John Giardina. 

The planalsoincludes $330,000 for 
Wahconah Park improvements, 
funds for school computers and roof 
repairs and money forstreetimprove- 
ments. 

The latter earned praise from Peter 
Arlos who lamented that Pittsfield is 
the “only city in the nation where 
you can play nine hole golf on any 
street.” 

Angelo Stracuzzi asked city fi- 
nance officer David Kiley to discuss 
financial implications of the autho- 
rizing the bonds that will allow the 
city to fund the projects. 

“Will the city have more or less 


—— —_ 


bonded indebtedness than one year 
ago?” asked Stracuzzi. ‘ 
Kiley said it would be about the 
same. Asthe city borrows new funds, 
it retires old debts. : 
Each million dollars of bonds adds 


_ about 8 cents per $1,000 assessment 


to tax bills, Kiley said.By this for- 
mula, the new bond package — $7 
million — represents about $43 in 
taxes for a $100,000 home. 
Councilors also voted to approve 
amendments to the city’s contract 
with the operators of a private incin- 
erator at the city landfill. The capital 
budget includes $1.2 million toward 


“the city’s share of capping the land- 


fill. 








/Parks Dept. softball sets schedule 


% 
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Registration for the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation girls’ summer 
softball league will be held at the Springside House in Pittsfield on 
Saturday, April 27, from 10 a.m. to noon and on Monday, April 29, from 

6-9 p.m. Girls must turn age 9 by Aug. 31 and not yet age 17 by Aug. 1. 2 

Parents of returning players and new players must register theif 
child. The fee is $15 for the first child from a family and $10 per child 
thereafter payable at registration. 

An organizational meeting is scheduled tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Springside House for all persons interested in coaching or helping out 


. the major and minor leagues. For more information 
\ine the day at 499-4500 or evenings at 442-4928. 
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Pitisfield squads win two games 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield age- 
group teams won two of a pos- 
sible seven games on the first 
- day of the ninth annual Pitts- 
field Girls Invitational Softball 
Tournament yesterday at the 
Berkshire County Softball 
Complex. 

Pittsfield’s age 12-and-under, 
and 16-and-under teams split 
the two games they played yes- 
terday, while Pittsfield’s 14-and- 
under team lost its lone match. 
The Pittsfield Cardinals, a 
house-league team entered in 
the 16-and-under tournment, 
lost twice. 

In the 12-and-under tourna- 
ment, Pittsfield defeated East- 
hampton 6-2 and lost to North- 
ampton 20-0 in a game called 
after five innings because of the 
12-run mercy rule. 


. In the 14-and-under tourna- 

ment, Pittsfield lost to Green-! 
field 12-4. In the 16-and-under 
tourney, Pittsfield defeated the 
Pittsfield Cardinals 11-2, before 
losing to Fairlawn of Rhode Is- 
land 11-5. The Cardinals also 
lost to Greenfield 42-2. 

Both the Pittsfield 14-and- 
under, and 16-and-under teams 
played games with North- 
ampton last night that ended 
too late for today’s edition of 

The Eagle. 


The tournament concludes 
today. Each team in the tour- 
nament plays four games, with 
the team that wins the. most 


Pittsfield runner Katrisha Tillman slides safely behind 
hryn LaPointe during the second inning of yesterday's ga 
_of the Pittsfield Girls Invitational Softball Tournament. 


Softball 


games winning its age-group 
championship, In case of ties, 
the team that allows the least 
amount of runs wins. If there is 
still a tie for first, the champi- 
onship is awarded to the team 
that scores the most runs. 


12 and under 


Jackie LaRochelle went 3-for- 
4 with two RBIs in Pittsfield’s 
win over Greenfield. Winning 
pitcher Lindsi Brodeur threw a 
two-hitter and also went 2-for-3 
with a home run. 


In other scores yesterday, 
Northampton defeated the 
Easthampton Jaguars 304, the 
Greenfield Hornets blanked 
Enfield, Conn., 12-0, South- 
ampton nipped the Greenfield 
Gators 15-14, Easthampton 
routed the Easthampton Jag- 
uars 17-2, and the Greenfield 
Hornets topped Southampton 2- 
1. The Easthampton-Enfield and 
Easthampton Jaguars 
Greenfield Gators games ended 
too late for today’s edition of 
The Eagle. 


In today’s games, Pittsfield 
plays the Greenfield Hornets at 
9 a.m. and Southampton at 1:30 
p.m. . 


14 and under 


Katrisha Tillman had two hits 
and two RBIs for Pittsfield in its 
loss to Greenfield. 

In other scores, Northampton 
defeated Easthampton 8-7 and 
Greenfield 5-2, Montague beat 
Enfield, Conn. 16-7, and East- 
hampton nipped Enfield 18-17. 

Pittsfield plays Easthampton 
today at 1:30 p.m. 


16 and under 


Beth Barzottini, Kate Hutch- 
inson, and: Haley Gooddeau 
each went 2-for-2 for Pittsfield 
in its win over the Cardinals, 
who are a Pittsfield House 
League team. Ashley Zancanato 
was the winning pitcher. 

In the Fairlawn game, Hutch- 
inson went 2-for-3 for Pittsfield 
with a home run. 

The Greenfield team that beat 
the Cardinals is a 14 and under 
squad which finished 13th in 
the ASA National Slowpitch 
Championships last year. 

The Cardinals also played 
Fairlawn last night in a game 
that ended too late for today’s 
Eagle. Northampton also played 
Greenfield last night. 

Pittsfield plays Greenfield 
today at 1:30 p.m., while the 
Pittsfield Cardinals take on 
Northampton fF noo 
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Greenfield third baseman Kat- 
me-in the age 14-under division 











Spring swing 


‘Leighann Olinski gives her daughter Laur 
brother, Matthew, 6 months, m: 
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en, 3, a push at the Osceola Playground off West Housatonic Street. Lauren’s 


aintains a zen-like indifference. 
pc eis os Re a De eee ee 


~ 


= 
-, 


{ 


YL 


er, Rebecca Wilcox. 
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Ten-month-old Emilee Nicholas ‘flies high on a swing at Deming Park in Pittsfield 
after getting a push from her moth 


S/A2 Lé 


Four city playgrounds 


being staffed this summer 


PITTSFIELD — The Department of Parks and Recreation has 
announced the opening of its summer playground season. 

There will be four supervised playgrounds this year open 
from 9 to noon and 1 to 5 p.m. weekdays through Friday, July 


26. 


Each of the weeks will include a variety of sports, arts and 
crafts, nature and field trips that coincide with that week’s 
theme. There will also be special events throughout the sea- 


son. 
The four playgrounds that will be supervised,are Clapp, 
Deming, Pitt and the First Street Common. 4 ay q b 
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Swing time 
Todd Lange gets the kinks 
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out recently at Kirvin Park. The Pittsfield High senior will 


have a chance to test his skills when the Generals open 
son April 17 at Mount Everett. 


their Berkshire County golf sea- 


Parks Department has . 


special needs signups 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks & Recreation has 
announced that registration 
blanks for the special needs 
playground at Highland School 
are available and are to be 
picked up at the Parks De- 
partment Office at 874 North St. 

Registration will close Friday, 
June 21. The Special Needs 
Program will run from July 1-26, 

Information: Parks Depart- 


ment, 499-9343. Gf y5/ Tb 


‘Man accused of throwing rocks in park 


PITTSFIELD — A South Street man, who allegedly was drinking 


and whipping rocks at people from a hill in Clapp Park last Mon- 
day afternoon, was told to stay out of the park after being charged 


with two counts of assault in Central Berkshire District Court 
Tuesday. : 
* Police said Officers Henry Ferris and John P. Murphy Jr. were 
dispatched to the park on West Housatonic Street about 2 p.m. 
when park employees complained that someone was throwing 
rocks at them. 
- When the officers arrived, park employees said two people had 
been struck by rocks. They added that the man, who they said had 
been drinking, was in the woods. 

Police said when Ferris and Murphy approached a man, identi- 


’ fied as Lawrence Cotton of Pittsfield, they found beer bottles scat- 
‘tered around. As the officers were talking with the man, he re- 
‘moved a stone from his rear pocket. 


. Cotton had not-guilty pleas entered at his arraignment on 
charges of being a disorderly person as well as the counts of assault 


and battery with a dangerous weapon. 7 /. a zs ; 
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Ball retriever b/ [9 / a) 
During the American Legion game between Pittsfield and North Adams Tuesday at Clapp | 
Park, Pittsfield player Joe Bateman had some unexpected help from an unidentified dog 
in retrieving a foul ball. 








Against the tide 


Imari Pilgrim, 7, went into reverse on the circular slid 
to climb up, instead of sliding down. 
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e at Pitt Park yesterday and chose 
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| veep into first place Treasure tiie 


Friendship Tyler Aces catcher John Duda reaches out and touches 
68 runner Scott Shove, who was trying to reach base after a dr. 
opening game of yesterday’s Legion doubleheader at Clapp Park. 
game to help the Aces sweep. 


A great vantage point 
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William Ostrander of Lanesboro scans the earth 
with a metal detector at Clapp Park in Pittsfield. 
The day’s searching earned him just 44 cents and a. 
stopped watch (below), but Ostrander says it also 
& ) gives him his daily exercise. 
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someone, namely Post : 
opped third strike in 
Duda homered in each 





Jessica Edwards, 10, of Peru watches a recent soccer game from the playground at Kirvin 


Park in Pittsfield. 














Getting a tow | 
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These youngsters at Pitt Playground in Pittsfield yesterday took delight in getting rides behind James Parker’s electric cart. In the pas- 
Nenger seat this time is Mohammad Scott, 6, with Shaquella Simms, 5, walking at his side. Shanika Simms, 6, gives a push and Melissa: 


‘Domson, 3, waits her turn. 
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It’s up H/A6 126 
Pat Engle, 17, fires a fadeaway jumper at Kirvin Park off Williams Street in Pittsfield on Tuesday. Others from 
left to right are Ryan Campagna, Jeff Gardon and Jeff Nelson, all 16. 











City playground positions remain unfilled 


The parks department has put up a “help wanted” sign — — but almost no 
one is responding. 

Parks supervisor John Marchesi told the parks commission on Monday 
that just one person has applied to be a playground staffer this summer and 
just one person has applied to be a beach lifeguard. : 

“We've had only one application,” said Marchesi, who added that he 
does have three supervisors lined up. 

Commission members theorized that the $6 per hour jobs— which once 
were sought by college students — aren’t as desirable because the length of 
the playground season has been cut in half in recent years, to four weeks. 

“Kids who need a job in the summer can’t take a job for just one month,” 
said Anthony Massimiano. 

Parks scheduled to have playground programs this year are Clapp, 
Deming, Pitt and the Common. Marchesi said he will extend this week’ s 
application deadline. He hopes to hire twelve seasonal Sup loy ea /¢ 
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Youth fishing derby set for May 4-5 

The Friends of Wild Acres and the Pittsfield Department of Parks and | 
Recreation will hold their annual fishing derby for youngsters ages 6-14 
on Saturday, May 4, and Sunday, May 5. The derby will run from 7 a.m. 
until 7 p.m. both days at Wild Acres. : 

Prizes will be awarded to the first three boys and first three girls who 
catch tagged fish, with a five-trout limit. psy 

There will also be a fishing derby for elderly citizens May 7-10 from 6 
a.m. until 7 p.m., and again May 20-24, from 6 a.m. until 7 p.m. 


Shining lines 


Rocky J. Russo, seated, and Stan Baylock, both of Pittsfield, wait for a bite as they par 


The Pittsfield contes 


t runs through Friday and resumes May 20 to 24. 
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ticipate in the Wild Acres fishing derby for seniors. 


from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 


A fishing derby for handicapped et will be held May 19, 


San Aor oie 


Wild Acres will host 
annual fishing derby 


The Friends of Wild Acres have 
scheduled separate fishing derbies 
for children, senior citizens and 
handicapped individuals. 

The free events begin with derbies 
for children ages 6-14 on Saturday, 
May 4and Sunday, May 5. The South 
Mountain Road park will be open 
both days from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Senior citizens age 60 and up can 
fish in derbies either of two weeks: 
May 7-10 or May 20-24. Hours willbe 
6 a.m. to 7 p.m. each day. 

People with disabilities can par- 
ticipate in the Al Walger, Jr. Memo- 
rial Fishing Derby on Sunday, May 
19 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Prior to each derby the pond at the 
site will be stocked with trout. For 
each group, prizes will be awarded 
for those who catch tagged fish. 


For more information on the der- . 


bies or use of Wild Acres, call the 
parks department at 499 
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A total of 645 young anglers (459 boys, 
186 girls) caught 376 trout during their 
annual fishing derby May 4 and 5 at Wild 
Acres pond off €outh Mountain Road, 
Pittsfield. The event was sponsored by 
the Friends of Wild Acres and the city’s 
Department of Parks and Recreation. 

Prizes of fishing tackle were awarded to 
the following for catching tagged trout: 
Mike Rahilly, 9, Dalton; Isiah Moody, 12, 
Pittsfield; Jeff Pemble, 14, Pittsfield; Jeff 
Messeck, 12, Pittsfield; Rick Dietlin Jr., 
10, Pittsfield; Matt Hubley, 13, Pittsfield. 

Also, Melissa Sokolowski, 14, Pittsfield; 
Jessica Flynn, 9, Pittsfield; Stephanie 
Harrington, 10, Richmond; Alyssa De- 
Blois, 8, Pittsfield; Amy Gage, 8, Pitts- 
field; Lon Mullett, Pittsfield. 

These waters were stocked with trout 
the past week by the western district | 
fisheries crew: | 
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_ Retire the Marlboro man ral 33 b | 


When baseball fans enter Wahconah Park this 
summer to watch the Pittsfield Mets, they will 
be greeted by a 75-foot anti-tobacco mural on the 
outside wall of the stadium. Sponsored by the | 
Berkshire Tobacco. Education Coalition, ,the 
painting will be the work of young volunteers. | 
Its message is a timely antidote to the seductive 
advertising of the tobacco industry attempting to | 
associate athletic prowess with a deadly addic- | 
tion. When fans take their seats, they confront a | 
right field wall decorated with the Marlboro man. 
Hopefully, minor league baseball will not renew 
the advertising contract with the cigarette com- 


pany when it expires at the end of this season. 


Wahconah Park funds _ pitsficia mets’ 


could help keep Mets 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Bagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The $2.5 mil- 
lion in bond funds state Rep. 
Peter J. Larkin has tentatively 
secured for Wahconah Park 
could go a long way toward 
making sure the Pittsfield Mets 
stay in Pittsfield. 


While the city doesn’t have 
specific plans for the yet-to-be- 
approved money, it could mean 
improved storage, lighting, 
seating and parking for the his- 


toric ballpark. Improved ameni- 
ties such as those could prove 
useful in convincing the Mets, 
whose lease on Wahconah Park 
ends this year, that they should 
stay in Pittsfield. Negotiations 
between the city and the Mets 
have not yet begun, according 
to Mayor Edward M. Reilly. 


“tT hope this is approved,” 
Reilly said yesterday. “We need 
to make improvements to make 
sure Wahconah Park is a good 
place for the Mets to continue to 


lease on the park 
ends this year. 





be a successful minor league 
baseball team. 

“T think this is really a major 
part of our tourist drive,” Reilly 
added. “And it contributes to 
our community’s quality of life.” 

The money, which also in- 
cludes $500,000 for needed im- 
provements to athletic facilities 
at Berkshire Community Col- 
lege, must still be approved by 
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Reilly begins lease talks with Mets 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — With $2.5 million in 
state funds for Wahconah Park reno- 
vations in limbo and the lease between 
the city and its minor league baseball 
team one month away from termina- 
tion, the city has turned to solutions 
within its control. 

The fiscal 1997 capital outlay budget 
that Mayor Edward M. Reilly will 
submit to the City Council Aug. 13 will 
include $295,000 for needed structural 
improvements and repairs to the 
park’s grandstand. And the city has 
commenced negotiations with National 
Pastime Inc., the owners of the Pitts- 
field Mets Class A baseball team. 

Details of the talks were not made 
public, as both sides have agreed to 
not negotiate through the media. But 
Reilly said the first round of talks, 
which included himself, Parks Com- 
missioner Robert Smith, city Commu- 
nity Services Director Robert S. Mel- 
lace, National Pastime President Wil- 
liam Gladstone and team General 
Manager Rick Murphy, were “very 
cordial.” 

Reilly said further talks have been 





His capital outlay 
budget will include ' 
$295,000 for repairs to 
grandstand. 





scheduled and will include Council 
President Gerald S. Doyle Jr. 


State Rep. Peter J. Larkin, D- 
Pittsfield, nearly succeeded in secur- 
ing $2.5 million in funds for renovat- 
ing the landmark ballpark, as well as 
$500,000 for athletic improvements at 
Berkshire Community College. But the 
bill to which his amendment was at- 
tached, the $114 million emergency. 
capital outlay bond, did not escape 
from a House/Senate committee before 
formal session ended for the year on 
July 31. 


Reilly said he will remain in contact 
with the Legislature, as well as the 
administration of Gov. William F. 
Weld, in efforts to obtain that funding. 
The bill will likely be taken up next 





Build a new ballpark 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 
Hooray for Howard Herman! 
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the state Senate and: by Gov. 
William F. Weld. 

Robert §. Mellace, the city’s 
director of community services, 
said that if the money comes 
through, he will recommend 
that the city hire a designer to 

- evaluate the park’s facilities and 


Boas what work could be 


one and at what cost. 

“Until a consultant or de- 
signer is brought on board and a 
design developed, the final cost 
is difficult to determine,” Mel- 
lace said. 

While Mellace said the field 
itself is in excellent shape, save 
for some wetness in the outfield 
near the fence, the parking lot, 
lights and grandstand are all 
candidates for improvement. 
The last time the park received 
a major face lift was in the mid- 
1970s, when the current lights 
were installed, the field was 
raised and the grandstand was 
refurbished. 

‘rom what I understand, 
newer lighting costs a lot less,” 
Mellace said. “This year alone 
we spent $4,500 to replace bulbs 
when we got the field ready.” 

Helping the parking lot, 
which becomes one of the city’s 
larger bodies of water each 
spring, could prove difficult, as 
the entire park lies in a 100-year 
flood plain. Any work on the 
park would require the approval 
of the Conservation Commis- 
sion, Mellace said. 

A possible solution may in- 
clude a look at the Mill Street 
dam, which controls the flow of 
the Housatonic River as it 
passes Wahconah Park. Breach- 
ing the dam as a means of less-, 
ening flooding in the lot has 

. been discussed in the past and 
may be reinvestigated, he said. 

Another less costly possibility 
is to improve the aesthetics of 

the park entrance, Mellace said. 
“Right now it’s chain link fence 


Sep ne nell 


with barbed wire. It’s not very 
friendly,” he said. “If we could 
put up wrought iron fencing, 
like they have in front of GE, 
that could provide security and 
look nicer. 

“The other thing we need to 

do is, when we initiate negotia- 
tions with the Mets, is ask 
them, ‘What do you folks need?’ 
” Mellace added. “As we pro- 
ceed we need to ask them where 
they see deficiencies and try to 
prioritize. We want to work with 
the Mets as we proceed for- 
ward,” he said. 

Mets general manager Rick 
Murphy could not be reached 
for comment. 

Larkin, D-Pittsfield, nearly 
lost the chance to earmark the 
money when fellow Berkshire 
delegate and office-mate Chris- 
topher J. Hodgkins, D-Lee, at- 
tacked the $114 million capital 
outlay bill it was attached to as 
‘Joaded up like a pregnant cow” 
with pork-barrel items. Larkin 
then withdrew his amendment, 
which at that time included 

money for a permanent football 
facility at Taconic High School, 
as other representatives with- 
drew their amendments or took 
the floor to defend their pet 
projects. 

But 10 hours of debate later, 
Larkin reintroduced the mea- 
sure, drawing on money from 
the open space bond bill and 
defending funds for the park as 
a historic landmark and a re- 
source for the entire county. 

Larkin’s amendment, which 
no longer included funds for 

Taconic, passed. But he says he 


has spoken with state Sen. Jane 
M. Swift, R-North Adams, ask- 
ing her cooperation in finding 
funds for a football field there. 

The city has long hoped to 
build a permanent football fa- 
cility at THS — a move that 
would prevent football damage 
to the sometimes-mushy Wah- 
conah Park outfield. 

That long-sought change is 
important enough to Reilly that 
if state funds are not found, he 
would consider asking the city 
to foot the bill. 

Ironically, a plan for a per- 
manent football field at Taconic, 
seating 3,700, was designed by 
City Hall summer intern 
Charles E. Pratt II] when he 
was a drafting student at THS. 
His design, which called for 
building a grandstand into the 
hill that overlooks the football 
field and running track, was 
featured in The Eagle in 1993 
when he was named the city’s 
top vocational student that year. 

Adding a first-class soccer fa- 
cility for youth and high school 
teams at BCC, possibly includ- 
ing lights, also takes strain off 
Wahconah. Park, Larkin said. 
The BCC fields are already used 

by numerous youth leagues and 
high school teams, and are in 
need of repair. 

Furthermore, the $500,000 set 
aside for BCC would repair the 
college’s deteriorated outside 
tennis courts and: warped bas- 
ketball court inside Paterson 
Field House. 

The fields could be “a major 
asset for the community,” said 
BCC President Barbara Viniar. 
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The article on Aug. 11 about 
Wahconah Park was a gem. Yes 
we do need a new park! 

Watching the grounds crew 
trying to dry up the park the 
night of a very important game 3- 
with only a 10-gallon water 
vacuum was like watching them 
trying to dry Onota Lake with a y 
sponge. 

We are losing everything in 3 
Pittsfield. Let’s not lose some- ; 
thing that is beneficial for 


° 


Pittsfield’s coffers. 

I have attended almost every 
game this year and see a great 1 
team with great fans supporting ) 


it. I agree with Mr. Herman — 

let’s build a new park and keep i 
the money in our great team z 
here. ; \ 


EMIL QUI 
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Council OK’s 


Mets lease 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The City 
Council approved a lease be- 
tween National Pastime Corp. 
and the city last night, clearing 
the way for another year of 
Pittsfield Mets baseball. 

The unanimous vote also of- 
ficially began the city’s quest to 
build a new park for the team 
and keep it well into the next 
century. 

The lease guarantees that the 
Mets will play their 1997 New 
York-Penn League season here. 
If the city commences a study 
of possible sites for the park, 
and signs off on the financing 
package, the Mets will stay an- 


METS, a ty be A4 
WAT 7 le 


h 


year when the Legislature reconvenes. 


The $295,000 in repairs planned by 
the city are needed, and would have 
taken place regardless of the situation 
with the Mets, Reilly said. The repairs 


will involve some of the steel beams | 


holding up the aging grandstand, as 
well as some of its wooden floors. 
Drainage might be another concern 
the city could address. Tuesday night, 
a crowd of over 2,000 fans had to be 
sent home when the outfield was 
deemed too wet to play — the result of 
a brief, but powerful, summer storm. 
Reilly said the city would investigate 
the type of drainage installed in the 
park when it was refurbished in the 


1970s, and if it is _stilyworkipg prop- . 
erly. fs 3 o je 
ntinued on BS 
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The question of a new baseball 
facility has not come up in ne- 
gotiations. But Reilly agreed 
that before sinking $2.5 million 
into an aging facility in a 100- 
year flood plain, it might be 
wise to think about a new site 
and a new stadium. New parks 
recently built in the New York- 
Penn League have cost between 
$5 million and $8 million, ac- 
cording to Reilly’s research. 

“Tt’s not unimaginable,” the 
mayor said. “It may be an issue 
of discussion.” 

New baseball stadiums at all 





levels of professional sports are 
being used by communities to 
lure established franchises away 
from their homes. 

In the New York-Penn 
League, in which the Mets play, 
Elmira, N.Y., for one, lost its 
team to Lowell on the promise 
of a new field. 

Through the efforts to secure 
state funding and putting in city 
money, Pittsfield appears to be 
trying to head off any possibility 
of losing the Mets to another 
town. 

Historically, Pittsfield has 
found it difficult to hold on to 
minor league teams for ex- 
tended periods. The Mets,. who 
were purchased by National 
Pastime Inc. in 1993, have been 
in Pittsfield since 1989. Their 
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other year and sign a 10-year 
lease once they move into the 
proposed 4,500-seat park. 

Council President Gerald S. 
Doyle Jr., in presenting the 
contract to the Council, said he 
had spoken with state Rep. Pe- 
ter J. Larkin, D-Pittsfield, about 
state support for a new park, 
and that Andree Tremoulet, the 
city director of community de- 
velopment, agreed to include 
such a facility in the soon-to- 
commence study of a downtown 
convention center. 

The lease gives the Mets the 
stadium without charge, just as 
it did the last three years, but 
stipulates that it pay for main- 


-tenance of the field. 


While Councilor at large An- 
gelo C. Stracuzzi backed the 
lease, he expressed concerns 
that the city not foot the entire 
bill for a new park — estimated 
at $8 million at present. “Obvi- 
ously, the community benefits 
from having the Mets here, but 
the proverbial question is how 
will we pay for it?” he asked. 
He suggested that the support 
of U.S. Rep. John W. Olver, D- 
Amherst, be enlisted as well in 
the search for funds. 

Councilor at large Peter G. 
Arlos also supported the peti- 
tion, but not without contending 
that “campers and tourists” are 
the main supporters of the 
Mets, and that local support is 
low. “Not that I want to rain on 
anyone’s parade,” he said. 


“You don’t want to rain on 


anyone’s parade, but you’ve just 
done that,” replied Ward 5 
Councilor Francis B. Marinaro, 
challengeing Arlos’ character- 


ization of local team support. It | 


was the first in a number of 
contentious exchanges between 
the two last night. 


On another subject, the 
Council did not reply favorably 
to a letter from Mayor Edward 
M. Reilly stating that its Nov. 12 
vote to offer free parking during 
the holidays was not binding. 
The letter said the Traffic 
Commission has purview over 
parking, not the Council, and 
that the Council’s passage of an 
Arlos petition calling for free 
holiday parking had no teeth. 
Besides, parking is already free 
for 90 minutes downtown, and 


nesses validate parking garage 
stubs, Reilly added. 


“These are small gestures [for 
the holidays],” Arlos replied. 
“You didn’t need to go through 
all that legal verbiage.” 

Also displeased was Councilor 
at large Jamie R. Williamson, a 
North: Street business owner... 

‘iy customers do spend more 
than 90 minutes in my store, - 
they do get ticketed and I get to 
hear about it,” she said. “This is 
asad commentary ...it.leaves a 
sour taste in my mouth. This is 
a really poor response.” 

In other business, the Council 
set up a committee of four of its 
members to look into the work- 
ings of the Department of 
Health and Inspections, and will _, 
report its findings on improving 
efficiency and service to the 
Public Safety and Health 
Committee. 


The Council also took action 
on the fire chief pay situation, 
ealling on the city solicitor’s of 
fice to write language reflecting 
the compromise ‘reached last , 
week on the matter. 


That compromise would allow 
for a maximum of $5,000 in ed- 
ucation incentive money for’ the 
fire chief, at the discretion of 
the mayor. Fire Chief James W. 
Tobin, who sought the same 15 
percent incentive his men earn, 
is still considering ,a rf offer 


from Hingham. (i Lo vi b 
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Danny Ramirez warms up before last night’s Mets game al 


By Howard Herman 
and Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — If a $114 million emergency cap- 

ital bond bill had passed the Statehouse last week, 
city officials would have been meeting with the 
Pittsfield Mets to offer them $2.5 million in im- 
provements to: Wahconah Park — improvements 
that could help convince the minor league base- 
ball team to stay in the city. 


But funds to pay for renovations at. Wahconah - 


Park and at Berkshire Community College’s ath- 
letic: facilities died when the clock struck mid- 
night on July 31. The bond bill didn’t clear a 
House/Senate committee in time, leaving it in 
limbo until the Legislature formally reconvenes in 
January 1997. 


According to Pittsfield Mets General Manager 
Rick Murphy, it’s too soon to tell how that turn of 


events could affect the team’s lease negotiations 
with the city. The Mets’ three-year lease on the 
landmark baseball park expires in a month, when 
the team’s 1996 New York-Penn League season 
ends. 

Murphy said it is “premature” for him to specu- 
late what the $2.5 million, or lack thereof, would 
mean in ‘negotiations with the city. But he did 
acknowledge that the time for those talks is draw- 
ing close. 

“I know that we have to sit down with the city 
of Pittsfield in the not-too-distant future to discuss 
the future of the team,” Murphy said yesterday. 
“There are a lot of issues that are going to have to 
be addressed. At that time, we'll have a better 
understanding of what’s going on.” 

Input from the New York-Penn League and the 
New York Mets could inform Murphy and club 
President William Gladstone what those concerns 
are, Murphy said. 


Lease expiring at time $2.5 million to rehab park falls through 


“The league will play an extremely important 
role, and so will the [New York] Mets: Without 
those two entities we’d have no value. We have to 
comply with them and keep them happy.” 

The Mets have been drawing an average of 1,900 
fans a game. 

Money for Wahconah Park could address a 
number of concerns, including parking, lighting, 
and fan amenities including seating, concessions 
and restrooms. City officials.said that upon receipt 
of the money their plan was to ask the Mets what 
they felt the park needed most. 

Mayor Edward M. Reilly, who has returned from 
vacation, could not be reached yesterday for 
comment. 

In 1994, National Pastime Inc. or 
Class A minor league team since 
lease with the city in return for $5,060 worth of 
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Mets plan at least two years at Wahconah 


The Pittsfield Mets and city officials will announce a new Wahconah Park 
lease at a press conference Friday afternoon, 


The park commission approved the lease at a meetin Mond, i 
council will consider the pact on Tuesday. Seay 


Both the Mets and City officials were teluctant to comment on the deal 


until Friday’s event. 


“T’'m pleased,” said city council president Gerald Doyle, Jr., who partici- 


pated in negotiations, 


“We are still reviewing the final draft.” Said Mets general i 
Tev ‘ manager Rick 
Murphy, who indicated that the Pact appears ‘positive? Pee 
Negotiations have been ongoing for the past two months. 


Ina rare move, commission chairman Robert Smith announced that the 
board would 8° into executive session to discuss a document from the city 


solicitor. 


The three commissioners then moved to a private room so that their 


di i ear 


Teporter present. 


by the two Park employees or the Gazette 


The board members emerged about ten minutes later and voted in favor 
of the lease but provided no details beyond that it involved Wahconah 
Park. Rick Scapin and Anthony Massimiano joined Smith in the 3-0 vote 

As the park commission has jurisdiction over the park, ie must sign 


the lease, along with Doyle and Mayor Edward Reilly. / } 
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grounds maintenance per year. 
The city also paid $25,000 to 
help enlarge’ the visitors’ club- 
house in 1994. The club has 
played here since 1989. 

Technically, the money for 
Wahconah Park and BCC is not 
“dead.” The bill is still in con- 
ference committee, and the 
House is meeting in informa- 
tional sessions in which it can 
take action on non-controversial 
items. But the items would have 
to be deemed non-controversial 
by the Legislature. 

“Wahconah Park is still in 
play,” state Rep. Peter J. 
Larkin, D-Pittsfield, told The 
Eagle late last week. “So is 
BCC?) 

“I don’t think everybody in 
the leadership has fully finished 
exploring whether capital items 
are non-controversial,” 
state Sen. Jane M. Swift, 
North Adams. She also is look- 
ing into the Possibility that the 
city may be eligible for stat> 
funds from grant programs for 
sports and the arts. 

Otherwise, the matter could 
be taken up in a special session, 
or when the Statehouse for- 
mally reconvenes in January. 


‘Wahconah Park is 
still in play,’ 
Larkin said. 


Springfield elected officials, 
upset that $25 million in prom- 
ised funds for expansion of the 
Basketball Hall of Fame and 
development of the Connecticut 
River waterfront, have been 
among those calling for a spe- 
cial session to take up items left 
in limbo by the failure of the 
capital outlay package. 

But Speaker of the House 
Thomas Finneran last week left 
little doubt that he opposed a 
special session. It would take a 
two-thirds Majority of both 
houses to force one. 

Larkin’s proposal had first 
been approved by the House. 
But a similar Proposal shep- 
herded by Swift failed to get 
past Senate Ways and Means 
Committee Chairman Stanley 
Rosenberg, D-Amherst. Only 
Projects that were OK'd by a 
conference committee, involy- 
ing both House and Senate 
members, received the final go- 
aheads before the session came 
to an end. 

“There were lot of competing 
priorities,” Swift explained. 
“Whatever the reason, the 
Sports pieces outside the [Bas- 
ketball] Hall of Fame didn’t 
have much support.” 

Larkin said that negotiations 
would continue between the 
House and Senate on a package 
that could include the money 
that would fund major renova- 
tions to the home of the Pitts- 
field Mets. Mindful of the 
team’s impact on tourism, city 
Officials, including Reilly, have 
come out in support of the ren- 
ovations to encourage the club 
to extend its lease with Pitts- 
field. 


They’re not waiting 


But two Massachusetts may- 
ors awaiting capital bond fund- 
ing announced plans to spend 
their own money up front rather 
than wait for the Statehouse. 

Springfield Mayor Michael 
Albano, who has been an out- 
spoken advocate for a special 
session, announced yesterday 
that he will ask the Springfield 
City Council for permission to 
borrow the $25 million. The Hall 
of Fame’s trustees have hinted 
that failure to secure money for 
expansion could result in their 
leaving the city where the sport 
was invented, 

Springfield borrowed $21 mil- 
lion earlier this year to dig its 
way out of massive debt. But 
Albano is confident the Legisla- 
ture will deliver the money in 
January, as both houses OK’d 
the plan. 

In Boston, Mayor Thomas 
Menino announced the city and 
the state would split the $5 mil- 
lion cost of a convention center, 
study in Boston. 


The Associated Press contrib- 
uted to this report. 


Doyle calls for building — 


Mets ballpark 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — Last week, William 
Gladstone, the president of the se 
pany that owns the Pittsfield a . 
said he was looking for evidence a 
the city wanted to keep his team. 


titions from Council Presi- 
Sr ciaia S. Doyle Jr. could, if ey 
meet with Council approval Le saa 
Sept. 10, be pe sen ne the pudding 

as lookin, vei 

Suan ae et on local pastors 
support a new downtown sports eS a y 
to replace 77-year-old Wahconah Park. 


downtown 


e they will make sure funds for a 
ae satan in Springfield are 
accepted on the condition they do not 
allow a planned Springfield franchise 
to bump the Mets from their territory. 

And he’s asking his fellow councilors 
to go on record supporting the Mets 
remaining in Pittsfield, whether it be 
an improved Wahconah Park or a new 

ility. : 
Orne new field, Doyle says, would 
help spark economic development. It 
would also make better economic 
sense than pouring money. into 17- 
year-old Wahconah Park, and avoid 


He wants those same legislators to 


lets .04/ TL Doyle said. 


potential wetlands issues that 
might come with improvements 
to Wahconah. 

Furthermore, according to 
Mayor Edward M. Reilly, a re- 
cent city study of the field has 
shown no evidence that a 
drainage system was ever in- 
stalled in the outfield, even 
when the park. underwent a 
federally-financed overhaul in 
1977. Wet conditions in the out- 
field have forced the cancella- 
tion of some games this year, 
and the parking lot floods an- 
nually. 

While he doesn’t have a spe- 
cifie downtown site in mind, 
Doyle envisions the new park 
being on the north end of 
downtown, in the general vicin- 
ity of Kent Avenue. 

“T’ve been listening to people 
and I know the Mets have a lot 
of support,” Doyle said. “tt 
seems to me we have taken the 
Mets for granted, or other ball 
teams who played here.” 

Recently, an ad hoc coalition 
of business owners and fans has 
been collecting signatures to 
keep the team in Pittsfield. 

The team has been a good 
neighbor, Doyle said, in addition 
to being a solid tourist draw for 
the city and a reasonably-priced 
attraction for families, 

“I believe downtown is the 
place where [the new park] 
should be. It’s time the city 
stood up to take a lead role,” 
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“Hopefully more | 
good things will come to bear 
with this.” 


In late July, state Rep. Peter 
J. Larkin, D-Pittsfield, asked for 
$2.5 million for renovations to 
Wahconah, but those funds were 
left in limbo when the house 
Session ended July 31. 


That coincided with the 
commencement of lease nego- 
tiations between Gladstone’s 
company, National Pastime Inc., 
and the city. The three-year 
lease expires at the end of the 
1996 New York-Penn League 
season. 

A few weeks later, Gov. Wil- 
liam F. Weld appeared on behalf 
of Springfield investors seeking 
a double AA expansion fran. 
chise for the city. Weld prom- 
ised to support $14 million for a 
new downtown. ballpark for the 
yet-to-be-awarded team. 

But it soon came to light that 
according to the territory rules 
of minor league baseball, the 
Class AA Springfield franchise 
could bump the Class A Mets 
out of Berkshire County. The ~ 
team’s potential owner prom- 
ised that would not happen, but 
Gladstone called for legal as- 
surances to enforce that pledge. 

Doyle expects the city would 
have to pay for engineering and 
design costs. He also leaves 
open the option that private in- 
vestors, including Gladstone, 
could add to any monies the 
State appropriates for a new 
park. 


SE | 
Council endorses 


new lease for Mets 
It’s official] — they'll play ball at 


Wahconah Park next summer. 


This Past Tuesday, city councilors 
unanimously approved a lease that 
will keep the Pittsfield Mets minor 


league baseball team in the city. 


The multi-pronged agreement 
keeps the Mets at Wahconah Park for 
the 1997 season. If the city proceeds 
with plans for a new Stadium, the 
team will remain at Wahconah for 
the next season. If the stadium is ' 
constructed, the Mets will be the prin- 
cipal tenant for the following ten 


years, 


“We do have a year to prove if 
there is interest,” said council presi- 
dent Gerald Doyle, Jr., who helped 


negotiate the pact. 


While the endorsement of the plan 
was unanimous, some councilors 


Posed questions. 


“The proverbial question that’s in 
all of our minds is how we will pay 


for it,” said Angelo Stracuzzi, who 
called for creation of a financing task 


force. 


“Pittsfield has very sophisticated 
Sportsmen,” said Peter Arlos. “They 
don’t follow minorleagues.” The only 
true supporters of the Mets are 


camps and tourists,” he decreed, 


Fran Marinaro, who takes his fam- 


ily to games, disagreed: “It’s teally 


important we Support the Mets in all 
cea ay =) 


aspects,” - 











Pittsfield Mets have 





agreed to stay if they 
get a new ballpark. 


Larkin seeks funds 


for new stadium 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Fagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — State Reps. Paul Caron, 
D-Springfield, and Peter. J. Larkin, D- 
Pittsfield, have filed legislation that would 
establish a $25 million pool\to help cities 
and towns build or renovate minor league 


baseball facilities. 


If the bill, which Caron wrote and 
Larkin signed onto, is approved and 
funded, the bill could provide the up to 75 
percent of the cost of the new minor- 
league baseball parks Springfield and 


Pittsfield both want. 


The city of Pittsfield recently signed a 
one-year license agreement with the 
Pittsfield Mets, with the understanding 


LARKIN, continyed on A4 
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that if the city built a 4,500-seat 
park, the Mets would stay for at 
‘least 11 more years. The cost of 
that park has been estimated at 
$8 million, and officials want to 
build it in the downtown area. 

While local leaders including 
Mayor Edward M. Reilly and 
City Council President Gerald S. 
Doyle Jr. contend that the city 
could foot the entire cost if 
needed, they are seeking state 
funds to help build the park. 

A second bill, sponsored by 
Caron, would automatically set 
aside $15 million of the fund — 
60 percent — for Springfield’s 
planned downtown park. Caron 
is a co-chairman of the Bring 
Baseball Back Committee, a 
Springfield civic group that has 
been -trying to bring minor 


league ball back to the city for: 


three years. 

Gov. William F. Weld had 
pledged to support $15 million 
in state funds for a 7,000-seat 
downtown baseball park in 
Springfield. Based in part on 
that pledge, Springfield earlier 
this month was granted an ex- 
pansion franchise for the Class 
AA Eastern League. 

But House Speaker Thomas 
Finneran last week said he 
would not support the $15 mil- 
lion, noting that Springfield had 
already been promised $25 mil- 
lion in state money for an ex- 
pansion at the Hall of Fame. 

‘Finneran also said he opposed 
money for any pro team, in- 
cluding the New England Pa- 
triots and Boston Red Sox — 
both. of which are in the market 
for new homes. That echoed 
concerns Finneran voiced in 


meetings with Eagle reporters 
and editors earlier this year. 

“T understand the speaker’s 
concerns about building parks 
for millionaires,’ Caron said. 
“That’s why the facilities 
[funded by the bill] would have 
to be municipally owned.” He 
also said it was likely the bill 
might run into opposition from 
lawmakers worried it might be 
opening the door for the Patri- 
ots and Red Sox. “The timing 
couldn’t be worse,” he admitted. 

Caron said he consulted 
Larkin, a member of the con- 
vention center commission, and 
Rep. Thomas Cahir, D-Bourne, 
and wrote the legislation in or- 
der to: set up “one-stop shop- 
ping” for communities with a 
real chance to land or keep a 
baseball team. 

Larkin could not: be reached 
for comment yesterday. 

According to the legislation, 
the state would raise the $25 
million by floating bonds. 

The bill would give the Mas- 
sachusetts Convention Center 
Authority the power to give the 
money to cities and towns for 
land acquisition and building 
new facilities, and improve- 
ments to existing facilities. 

Lowell, which shares the same 
division with Pittsfield in the 
New York-Penn League, is also 
in the process of building a new 
field. However, a plan to fund 
the construction through the 
University of Massachusetts- 
Lowell, in return for the school’s 
use of the field, is already in 
place. 


Cape Cod included 


The bill is specific to facilities 
for the Cape Cod League — 
which is amateur baseball — 






and minor league baseball 
teams, perhaps in response to 
legislators’ concerns about the 
state funding new digs for the 
Patriots and Red Sox. Plans to 
build multimillion-dollar facili- 
ties for those teams in South 
Boston are currently stalled due 
to neighborhood opposition to 
the sites and uncertainty over 
the funding. 

Communities interested in 
new parks or improvements to 
old parks would be required to 
apply to the authority. The ap- 
proval process would take into 
account the possible benefit to a 
community’s economic and re- 









vitalization plans and the 
amount of private financial 
commitment. 

The written commitment of 
the minor league or Cape Cod 
League franchise would be a 
prerequisite to a community’s 
receiving grant money. 

“We are not interested in 
creating ‘Field of Dreams,’ 
where ‘If you build it, they will 
come’”’ Caron said, alluding to 
the well-known baseball film. 
“This has a very strong safe- 
guard. You have to be awarded 
a team to get any money. We’re 
concerned; these are public dol- 
lars we’re asking for.” 


—— 


i set 
i r. football ticket sale 
ieee ’ hold its annual season 
All league players and 
and players will be 


The Pittsfield Junior Football League will 
ticket sale on Saturday, mee at 10 a.m. 
hes will participate in the d 
eo eenized by wearing their league Jerseys 
All parents wishing to help should repo 
mon Warming 
needed. 





door-to-door sale, 
to the Pittsfield Com- 
House on First Street by 9:30 ny 





Louise Cianflone helps n 


By Anthony Fyden 

Louise Cianflone gestures across a 
greenhouse bench, covered with 
newly blossomed Petunias, Gerani- 
ums and Impatiens. “Look at them,” 
she says. “Aren't they a sea of won- 
der?” 

Cianflone and other members of 
the Springside Greenhouse group 
take a special pride in the array of 
flowers grown at the North Street 
site. The colorful springtime blooms 
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urture community greenhouse 





named the “Vin Hebert Arboretum,” | Ke 
honoring the longtime civic leader 
and parkadvocate. “It’s beenadream 
ofhis,” Cianflonesaid. “This hasbeen 
in the works a very long timeandit’s 
finally going to happen.” 

The arboretum, funded in part 
through a state grant, will enhance 
the park which features sweeping 
views of the city and the surround- 
ing area. “It's a beautiful park,” 
Cianflone said, “and we're right in 


4 








the middle of it.” 

The greenhouse group offers mem- 
bers a chance to tend individual plots 
of greenhouse bench space through 
the winter while the group jointly 
works growing a variety of plants 
which will besold at the annual plant 
sale. “I think it’s very, very unique to 
have a cooperative greenhouse,” 
Cianflone said. “It’s a lot of work but 
it’s a lot of fun too.” 

In addition to raising funds, the 
plant sale event offers residents an 
opportunity to get to know the park 
— something Cianflone believes 
more people should take advantage 
of. 

“This used to be a beautiful area 
and it’s fallen into disrepair,” she 
said. “We're trying to get the word 
out; we're here to tell people about 
iby 
The group hopes to raise enough 

money to repair part of the green- 
house which was damaged during 
the winter. “This is a city facility and 
all of the money goes right back into 
the greenhouse,” said member 
Lawrence Daoust. 

About eighty members belong to 
the-greenhouse group. Many create 
unique garden plots, enjoying a 






result from months of effort, coaxing 
seedlings into garden-ready plants. 
With the onset of spring, the color 
has begun to seep out of the green- 
house and is filling the surrounding 
park. 
“Springtime in the Park,” the 
group’s annual plant sale and fair 
willbe held this Friday and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to4 p.m. The event will 
feature exhibits, workshops, food, 
music, a raffle and special displays. 
Members this week completed final 
touches for the event, which is the 
group’s main fundraiser. “This is re- 
ally our spring festival,” said 
Cianflone, who is co-chairing the 
event along with Pat Marino and Val 
Myers. ; 
Thecity-ownedgreenhouseiscom- 
pletely run by the non-profit organi- 
zation. The group, in addition to op- 
erating the greenhouse, has under- 
taken several repair projects on the 
grounds— painting, repairing fences 
and planting an expansive tulip gar- 
den. “This is a wonderful group of 
people,” Cianflone said. “We havea 
lot of fun.” 

The group ’slatesteffortin thepark, 
in conjunction with Pittsfield Beauti- 
ful, will be to create an arboretum, 
encompassing the entire area sur 

rounding the greenhouse including 
the tulip bed. The new site will be 


Louise Cianflone, Pat Marino 


the Springside Park site. 
friendly competition with other 
members by tending exotic plants. 
Cianflone has been a member for 
about 15 years. Spending time at the 
greenhouse, tropicaleven during the 
winter months, has become a favor- 
ite hobby, offering a respite from the 
Berkshire winter with a colorful re- 
ward in spring. 

“It’s a very relaxing nourishing 
typeofactivity,” Cianflonesaid.”“Evy- 
eryone here feels the same way, Very 
dedicated and enthusiastic. It’s won- 
derful to spend time here and learn. 


and Val Myers enjoy the 
Group greenhouse. The three women co-chair this wee 





Anything about growing that you 
wantto learn, someone here will teach 
you.” 

This weekend’s activities will in- 
clude a birdwalk, tree pruning dem- 
onstrations, plant identification 
walks and a bluebird display. Sev- 
eralactivities for children willalsobe 
offered, including a live “birds of 
prey” demonstration. 

The sale will include the entire of 
range of bedding plants, annuals, 
perennials and hanging plants. The 
group’s specially mixed potting soil 


lush confines of the Springside Greenhouse 
kend’s plant sale and fair which will be held at 














will also be available. 

Volunteers have prepared a May 
Pole under the main tent. A mural, 
depicting a wooded path and flow- 
ing into a living display, will serve 
as a backdrop in the tent. 

The unusually brisk spring has 
hampered one of the favorite attrac- 
tions at the annual event: the multi- 
colored tulip bed. Cianflone believes 
that a few days of sunny weather 
will bring the tulips into their glory. 

“We're hoping,” she said. “They re- 
ally arestunning when they areout.” 


